STATE or PENNSYLY ANIA 


In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
FRIDAx, February 5, 1790. A. M. 


A motion was made by Mr. Rawie, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkoop, as fol- 
lows, viz. | Os 2; 

IM HE Houſe having obſerved that in the printed Journals of their 
proceedings an error has taken place, with regard to the adoption 
of the report of the committee on ways and means, which was read the 
ſecond time on the gth day of December laſt, and then adopted, direct 


that the Clerk of the Houſe take proper meaſures to have the ſaid error rec- 
tified. | | 5 


And on motion, and by ſpecial order, the above motion was read the ſe= 
cond time, and adopted. 0 | 


Extract from the minutes, 


PETER Z. LLOY D, Clerk 
of the General Aſſembly. -- 


The error above alluded to is contained in the printed Journals of the 
Houſe on the gth day of December, 1789, page 109, in the following 
words, viz. 12 | | 


«© The committee on ways and means made report in part, which was 
e read, as follows, viz.” | 


Whereas the true entry ſhould be, and is in the words following, vis. 


„The further report in part of the committee on ways and means, read 
t yeſterday, was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. 
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SECOND SESSION. 


oF THE FOURTEENTH 


ENERAL ASSEMBLY 


0) F- r H E. 


COMMONWEALTE 


O I 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Which carinii at PHILADELPHIA, on TuzsDaAY, 
the Second Day of February, in the Year of our Lord 


One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Ninety. 


Tueſday, February 2, 1790. P. M. 
R. Speaker with a number of members met, Purſuant to adjourn- 


ment; but not being a quorum, 
Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P. M. 


Wedneſday, February 35 1 79 o. P. M. 


M. Speaker with a number of members met, SI to adjournment ; 
ut not being a quorum, | 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 
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Mr. Speaker with a number of members met, purſuant to adjournmen 
but not being a quorum, „ 


+* 


FY 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


| * 2 | ex - =D * 6 . f | 

_ friday, Ferst, 1790. A, M. 

A number of repreſentatives ent to conſtitute a quorum, met pu 

„„ pP p TT TT 7 | 
Samuel Maclay, Eſquire, elected a repreſentative for the county of Nor! 


umberland, appearing in the Houſe, was qualified conformably to the dire | 
tions of the conſtitàtion, and the addition and:exception thereto, as agreſ 
upon by this Houſe, as well as the oath preſcribed by an act of the Uniti 
States paſſed the firſt day of Fane laſt. 4 
F CEE 5 . | l 
Ordered, That Mr. Vynkoop, Mr. Markley and Mr. Riley be a committe 
to inform Council that the Houſe, being met, are ready to receive any buſine 
they may have to lay before them. n | 1 
A memorial and petition from James Rowan, an inſolvent collector of taxe 
confined ia the gaol of the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, ret” 
ing to his former petitions, and praying he may be releaſed from his imp 
ſonment; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the fame was read the . 
cond time. VV ah 
_ Ordered, That the ſame, together with his former petitions, be referr ff 
to Mr. Britton, Mr. Moore and Mr. Vaux, to report thereon; and that H 
committee appointed November 12th laſt, on his former petitions, be di ta 
charged. | | . : 4 


A petition from Mary Neeſe, widow of Peter Neeſe, was read, ſett 
forth, that her huſband died of the wounds he received in the late wat 
that ſhe applied to the Orphans Court for the gratuity allowed to t 
widows of deceafed and dilabfed officers and ſoldiers of the militia, wound 
in the public ſervice, and a decree in her favor was awarded by the cou 
and certified by the Comptroller-General to the Supreme Executive Cou 
.cil, who ordered payment to be made her out of the militia fines levied 
the county of Northumberland; and that upon application to the Coun 
Treaſurer and Lieutenant, ſhe was informed no money had been collect 
on account of militia fines ; ſtating her diſtreſſed ſituation, and praying reli 
in the premiſes; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was re 
t EST EN Cr 8 
_- Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on ways and means, to 
port thereon. 111 ĩͤ 2 1 

A motion was made by Mr. Rawhe, ſeconded.,by Mr. J}y1koap, as f Wd 
lows, viz. | . A 

The Houſe having obſerved, that in the printed journals of their proceeic c 
ings an error has taken place with regard to the adoption of the report of fh 
committee on ways and means, which was read a ſecond time on the ꝙth dis i 
of December laſt; and then adopted, direct that the Clerk of the Houſe tafbe f 
proper meaſures to have the ſaid error rectified; and on motion, and by ipl 0 


2 


cial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopte. . bor 


any } & 


The committee appointed to inform Council that the Houſe, being met, 


xe ready to receive any buſineſs they may have to lay before them, reported, 


that they had performed that ſervice, and received for anſwer, that Council 


zen were preparing buſineſs, which they would lay before the Houſe on Monday 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, February 6, 1790. A. M. 


"BY The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. e 

1 petitions from a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and 
lire Northumberland were read, praying a ſum of money may be granted, in aid of 
gre a road Jaid out and opened from the road leading through Hamborough, in 
nie de county of Berks, about two miles above the forks of the river Schuy/- 


in the county of Northumberland. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 160 

The committee appointed yeſterday, on the petition of James Rowan, 

made report, which was read, as follows, viz. | 


td The committee, to whom was referred the petition of James Rowan, a 
ref boner now in the gaol of the city and county of Philadeiphia, report 
= | That they made enquiry into the caſe of the petitioner, and find he is 
he idebted to the Treaſurer of the city and county of Philadelphia about 7409 


thuſand pounds (as the Commiſſioners apprehend) and to the Commiſſioners 
o the public landing in Southwark five hundred pounds: All which ſums it 
wpears he muſt have collected on account of taxes, and has not paid into the 
e {finds of the Treaſurer, nor can he give your committee any ſatisfactory ac- 
count of any part thereof, but informs them he has neither real or perſonal 
tate wherewith to pay the faid 7wo 7houſand five hundred pounds. 

The committee further report, That it appears to them highly neceſſary, 
under any circumſtances the petitioner may be in, if he is liberated from 
nol, he ought to be bound to give every neceſſary aſſiſtance in his power to 
the Commiſſioners, when called on, reſpe&ing the ſettlement of his ac- 


cou mon pe . 
Coul eunts, as no other perſon can unravel them. | 
ies MW And on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
ou 27r4red, That it be re-committed. „ 
1:&Y Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. 
rell LP jg | | | 
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Monday, February 8, 1790. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


SG x» — 


A petition from Robert Roſe, an inſolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of 
be city and county of Philadelphia, was read, ſtating the diſtreſſed ſituation 
f himſelf and his numerous family, and praying he may be releaſed from 


ſe tae ſecond time. 1 | Rn 
y 1 Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Rawle, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Vauæ, to 
: port thereon- zu W e . | 


On 


22M 


ji, and leading the neareſt and beſt way to the mouth of Cartaweſſy creek, - 


is impriſonment; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read 
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Council was preſented to the Chair, and read, as follows, viz. 


L | 18 ] 


Draered, That the ſame committee be inſtructed to examine the laws of 

this commonwealth reſpecting inſolvent debtors, and report ſuch amend. 

ments as they may deem proper. TC ET 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


On motion, _ 


Tueſday, February 9, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment.  _ 5 
Petitions from 895 inhabitants of the county of Malin were read, ſet 
ting forth, that they are much aggrieved by the act for erecting the (ai 
county, ſo far as the ſame reſpects the boundary lines and the place for hold 
ing the courts of juſtice; and praying the lines of the ſaid county may be 
eſtabliſhed agreeably to their original petitions, and that the ſeat of Juſtice 
in and for the ſaid county may be fixed conformably to the judgment of cer 
tain Commiſſioners, appointed for that purpoſe by * inhabitants of the faic 
county. . | „„ „ 
Ordered to lie on the table.  _ . 

A petition from Lewis Nicolas, Keeper of the Work-houſe of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, was read, ſetting forth, that by the ſuppreſſion o 
diſofderly houſes and the baniſhment of vagrants, as well as other cauſeMy 
his preſent and probable fees in future are and will be conſiderably reduced Mic 
therefore praying this Houſe to grant him relief in the premiſes. 
Ordered to lie on the table. *** 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Northamp 
ton was read, remonſtrating againſt the road laid out from the Union mills 
on the river Lehigh, to the Neſ/copect falls of the river Suſguebanna, an 
praying this Houſe to order. and direct a review of the ſaid road. 
Ordered to lie on the table. = . 
The committee, to whom was re- committed the report on the petition « 
James Rowan, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. N 
The committee, to whom was re- committed the caſe of James Rowa 
report the following reſolution, vi. | 55 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to liberal 
James Rowan.from impriſonment, on ſuch terms, to be expreſſed in the bil 
as will enſure his aſſiſtance in the ſettlement of his accounts, and hold a 
lands, tenements, goods, chattels or effects, which he now has, or hereaft( 
may acquire, enjoy or poſſeſs, liable for payment of the balances in which 
is indebted, | : fo | : | 
And on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond tim 
Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed, 
The committee appointed December th laſt, on the petition of Peter R bull 
berts, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. üsge! 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Peter Roberts, ﬀ 
inſolvent debtor, confined in the gaol of the city and county of Phrladeipbi dat 
report— | ES wh 
"That they, have duly attended to that buſineſs, and the priſoner's credito 
have liberated him. | J) 
Ordered to lie on the table. : 
A Meſſage from His Excellency the Prefident and the Supreme Execut'y 


A ME 


| | - 
4 MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT and the SUPREME EXECUTIVE 
2 Couneir to the GENERAL ASSEMBLY.” | 
GENTLEMEN, © | 
NONFORMABLY to the act of General Aſſembly, paſſed on the 
twenty-eighth of September, 1789, authoriſing the Supreme Executive 
Council to appoint Commiſſioners for viewing the navigable waters in this 
fate, we inſtructed Timothy Matlack, Reading Howell and William Dean to 


ew the river De/aware—Benjamin Rittenhouſe and John Adlum to view the 
river Schuytkili—and Bartram Galbraith, Samuel Boyd and Thomas Hulings to 


— 


new the river Sgſuebanna. 1 th „F. 
The Commiſſioners appointed to view the river Delaware have compleat- 
ed the taſk aſſigned to them. — Thoſe who were appointed to view the river 
Schuylkill have examined that river, from the Great Fall, five miles above this 
city, to the town of Hamburgh, twenty-three miles higher than the town 
of Reading, and have extended their examination to the Tulpehockon, and the 
trait between the head waters of that ſtream and the Quittapabilla, which 
communicates-with the Su/quehannZ. That part of the Schuylkill, however, 
which flows above the town of Hamburgh, has not yet been explored by the 
Commiſſioners.— The Commiſſioners appointed to view the river Su/guehan- 
u have examined that river, from Wright's ferry to its confluence with the 
Juniata, and have viewed the Juniata from its mouth to Pipers run; but 
they have not compleated their report. yy ps „ 
The reports of the Delaware and Schuy/&ill Commiſſioners, and the drafts 


ad ſuryeys to which the reports refer, we have ſent herewith. 
The ſecurity of the public records againſt fire, and other'cafualties, r&- 
quires, in our opinion, the attention of the Legiſlature. The books and : 
documents belonging to the Maſter of the Rolls, .the Comptroller-General,, 
he Regiſter-General, the Truſtees of the Loan- Office, the Receiver-Gene- 
al and Secretary of the Land-Office, . and to- the Secretary of the Supreme 
Executive Council, are depoſited in different rooms in the State-houſe ; 
ſhile thoſe which appertain to the offices of the Surveyor-General, the 
rothonotary of the Supreme Court, and the Regiſter of Wills for the city 
nd county of Philadelphia, are, for want of room in the public buildings, 
eceffarily Kept in the private dwellings of the reſpective Officers. Beſides 
he great danger attending this latter circumſtance, it is no inconſiderable 
convenience that the books and papers of public offices, not only upon 
e change of the Officers, but whenever thoſe Officers change their houſes, 
bould be removed to different and diſtant parts of the city, We therefore 
liwoeſt, that the erecting of a building as a repoſitory for all public records, 
nd in which the ſeveral Officers whom we have mentioned may be accom- 
nodated for the tranſaction, of their reſpective duties, will be a matter of 
We tranſmit herewith a memorial from Reading Howell, who js prepar- 
ig a map. of, Penn/y{/vania, and applies for permiſſion to delineate the north 
oundary line, under the authority of the ſtate. © 
| As we belieye the engraving this line in Mr. Howel/'s, map will compleatly 
ME lwer the deſign of the act, entituled An Add to ęſtabliſb and confirm the 
ä | — H h 1 % boundary , 


[ 120 ] 


% boundary line between this flate and the flate of New-York,” paſſed the 
twenty-ninth day of September, 1789, without occaſioning any expence to 
the public, we are of opinion it will be proper to comply with his re- 
queſt, EEE 5 | „„ 
The act of Aſſembly, entituled An Act for enlarging the time limited by 
« the att, entituled An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills 
« of credit emitted in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred 
* and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ſtate; 
« for extending the time for patenting lands which were located before the 
«« declaration of independency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to 
e actual ſettlers for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied,” paſl- 
ed the twenty-firſt day of March, 1789, will expire by its own limita- 
tion on the tenth day of April next. As the objects of this law are not 
accompliſhed, we recommend its continuance to the conſideration of the 
Legiſlature. e | 2 | 5 
Jobn Bayard, Eſquire, who was one of the Truſtees appointed by the 
General Aſſembly for that part of the province iſland which belongs to the 
ſtate, has removed into New-Fer/ſey, and Robert Knox, Eſquire, another 
Truſtee, is dead. It may therefore be proper to appoint other perſons in 
the toom of thoſe gentlemen, 1 5 5 
n 1 5 THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
- Council-CHAMBER, — | fy | 
Philadelphia, February tb, 1790. 


And the ſeveral papers therewith tranſmitted were alſo read; and on mo- 
tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſaid meſſage and. papers were read the ſecond 
3 Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Mactq, 

to arrange the ſubje& matters, and report thereon. _ Fd, 
The committee to whom was're-comrhitted, December 8th laſt, the bill, 
entituled : An A to aſcertain the quality of pot and pearl-afhes,” reported do. 
bill, entituled “ An A# to regulate the exportation of pot-aſb and pearl-aſl, 
which was read the firſt time, and 6 5 
Ordered to lie on the table. e | 

The bill, entituled «© An A# to alter the place of bolding elections in the fe ft 
< cond. diſtri of Waſhington county,” was read the ſecond time, and co 
ſidered by paragraphs. Tens | | 


' Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading. 
On motion, „ | 
* Ordered, That Mr. Rawle be added to the committee appointed. Novem 
9th laſt, on the 122 of the owners of lands in the frontier and oth 
counties of this ſtate. 5 e | ; 
* Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


eaneſaay, Febnuary 10, 17. A. M. fo. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 3 N * 
A letter from his Excellency the Preſident of the Supreme Execnt' | | 
Council was preſented to the chair, and read, as follows, ws. , ; 


L 
Is OUNC IL. Philadelphia, February. 101 1790. 


to $ J 7 8 c : ; | 1 1 ö ä 

bo myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to you, to be laid before the 
General Aſſembly, the report of the Commiſſioners appointed to view 
by river Suſquehanna, which Council received this morning. 


: T have the honor to be, 

e Vith the greatyft reſpedd, 

he When | , in Me Ba 61 2 

2 3 Wu moſt obedient and bumble ſervant, 


THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
mroble RICHARD PETERS, Efquire, 
Speaker of the General Aſſembly. 


ind the report therewith tranſmitted was alſo read; and on motion, and 
ſpecial order, the ſame were read the ſecond time. oO | 
0rdered, That they be referred to the committee appointed yeſterday on the 
ge of Council, to arrange the ſubje& matters, and report thereon. 

A memorial from Henry Paw/ing was read, of a ſimilar tenor with his 
titions read in a former Houſe of Aſſembly on the ſubject of his claim to 


cial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. EY 3 
0rdered, That it be referred to the committee appointed November 28th 


ably reſpecting claims to lands in the county of Luzerne. 


The committee on ways.and means, to whom was referred, November 5th 
„that part of the meſſage of Council, which reſpects the claims of 


op, ſtate regiments and ſtate navy, and the petition. of Mary Neeſe, a 
dow, made report, which was read, as follows, vix. "8 

The committee on ways and means, to whom was referred that part of 
: meſſage of Council, which reſpects the claims of widows and children 


| ſtate navy, and alſo the petition of Mary Negſe,, a widow,, compre- 
nded in the above deſcription, report = 8 

That the committee, ſenſible of the diſtreſſed ſituation many of thoſe peo- 
labour under, are of opinion that ſome proviſion ought to be made for 
h as are moſt neceſſitous as early as poſſible. — 1 

But as their numbers may be ſuppoſed to be yearly diminiſhing, from the 
Tage or death of widows, and arrival of children to the age of fourteen 
rs, they are alſo of opinion that a new enquiry or examination into the 
nefs of their claims is now really neceſſary, in order to prevent impoſi- 
Ns: Tour committee therefore offer the following reſolution. TE 106 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paſſed 
0 a law, to empower the Preſident in Couneil to draw orders upon the State 
aſurer, to be paid out of the intereſt ariſing from the loan- office, by a 
rißcate or certificates; granted as hereafter mentioned, for ſuch ſums as 


] the 


- 


certain tract of land in the 3 of Luzerne; and on motion, and by 


, to whom were referred all the papers on the files of the General Aſ- 


dows and children of deceaſed officers of the Pennſylvania line, flying 


deceaſed officers of the Pennſylvania line, flying camp, ſtate regiments | 


ll appear to be due to the widows and children of the deceaſed officers of 
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from the borough 


HE --- 3 E 


the Pennſylvania 1 Spins camp, Nats rgimind and ſtate 1 navy—andt 
a clauſe or clauſes be inſerted in ſaid bill, authoriſing the Supreme Court, 
any two Juſtices thereof at Niſi Prius, to grant certificates to ſuch claim 
as in their opinion come fully within the benevolent. intentions of the ad 
the General Aſſembly of this commonwealth. 


SS K — tk 


Ordered to lie on the table. cl 
The petition of a number of the eee of he county of "0 
ton, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time : Whereupon, ſ 
On motion of Mr. Balliot, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, | 
. Reſolve, That the ſaid petition be tranſmitted to the Supreme Executiill” 


Council, to take-order thereon. __ C 
The petitions of 895 of the bende of the county of Mi Nu, read 0 
ſterday, were read the ſecond time. a 


Ordered, That the ſame be referred. to Mr. Chapman, Mr. uni i 
Mr. Carſon, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon. 
The petition of Lewis Nirolas, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond tin 
'Ordered, That it be referred to the Mam ders for the city of Philadeph p 
tor report thereon. © | | 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report o on the Petition of Jan 
Rowan, poſtponed yeſterday : Whercupon . 
©; Reſolved, 'That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill to liben 
James Rowan. from impriſonment, on ſuch terms, to be expreſſed in the b 
25 will enſure his aſſiſtance in the ſettlement of his accounts, and hold a 
lands, tetiements, goods, chattels or effects, which he now has or hereaſt 
may ac uire, enjoy or N liable for payment of the balances in whi 
he 1 is indebted.. 
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Britton, Mr. Moore and Mr. Vaus be 


"nee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 


The bill, entituled An Act jor Founding and endowing a public ml PD 
« the twn, ard county of Huntingdon,” was read the third time, and co 


ſidered by parag raphs. | the 
' Ordered, That 5 be Kos roman for the pie; of bens enadted! nol 
law. | | - 
On motion, 1 | "7 ns | 4 


Ordered, That Mr. "Lille be added to the Cocmmittec + 4p ited Den 
ber © $th laſt; tò confer with Council on the ſübject of a defence of 
ſouth-weſt Frotitier of this ſtate againſt the hoſtile incurſions, of the Indi Ac 

REIN until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


7 February 1 11, 179 | TS NM. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. PE 
A petition. from Samuel Moore, praying that no . ak way. 
granted to any rms for keeping a public ferry acroſs the river Delovallete 
of Rafa to the ſtate of Teas aca was \ to Mt 
chair, read, ang 8 122 
Ordered to lie on the table. b 
A repreſentation from the Managers of the FS ps Fd Hildical was reafi(rh, 
ſetting forth, that they have not an equal chance with other legatees of d 


COVer ing uch legacies as are or have been bequeathed to Fg inſtitote 


L 


1nd ſuggeſting the propriety of adopting ſuch meaſures as may be deemed 
proper, to compel the Regiſters for the probate of wills in the ſeveral coun- 
ties of this ſtate, or the Executors, to inform the parties who repreſent 
charitable and public inſtitutions of all legacies ſo bequeathed to them. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. any» + 1 eu" 

The report of the committee on ways and means, read yeſterday, was 
read the ſecond» time: Whereupon e TRE er 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paſſed 
into a Jaw, to empower the Preſident in Council to draw orders upon the 
State Treaſurer, to be paid out of the intereſt arifing from the Loan-Otfice, 


iter mentioned, to be due to the widows and children of the deceaſed of- 
icers of the Pennſylvania line, flying camp, ſtate regiments and ſtate navy, 
nd that a clauſe or clauſes be inſerted in ſaid bill, authoriſing the Supreme 


caimants, as, in their opinion, come fully within the benevolent intentions 
of the acts of the General Aſſembly of this commonwealtng. 5627 


bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 1 | 
The bill, entituled “ An Act relating to the ſureties to be given by She- 
' riffs and Coroners, was read the third time, and in part conſidered by pa- 
graphs. | | i 
A motion was made by Mr. Finley, ſeconded by Mr. Rhea, as follows, vis. 
Reſolved,” That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to provide for 
te election of Repreſentatives in Congrels for this ſtate. 5 EP 

Ordered to lie on the table. Fs Be 6 | 

On motion, THEY 1 . i | . {11 
Ordered, That Mr. Balliot and Mr. D. Stewart be added to the commit- 


ers. 
On motion, | TY Marat . . 
Ordered, That Mr. Mitchell be added to the committee appointed Novem- 


lation lands. 2 | 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. #. & 

Friday, February 12, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment... 


A petition from Francis White, an inſolvent debeor, confined in the gaol 
the city and county of Philadelphia, was read, ſtating his peculiar and di- 


nay 
laws elled fituation, and praying to be releaſed from his impriſonment; and on 
| t0 ion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. | 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Hage and Mr. Vaux, to 


* 


Dort thereon. 7 = : ESTI e {2 
as 7 The committee appointed February 9th, on the meſſage of the Supreme 
of aggecutive Council, and to arrange the matters therein contained, made re- 


ituuat, which was read, as follows, viz. JIE 
al | I i h -The 


for ſuch ſums as ſhall appear, by a certificate or certificates granted as here- 


Court, or any two Juſtices thereof at Niſi Prius, to grant certificates to ſuch - 


Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Finley be a committee, to 


Ordered, That the Funde e c e 3 be poſtponed. | 


e appointed November 27th laſt, on the. petitions of Jonas Philips and 


23d laſt, to confer with Council on the ſubjects of the donation and de- 
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The committee appointed to arrange the ſeveral matters . in the 
| meſſage of the Prefident and the Supreme Executive Council beg leave to ſay, 
| that in their opinion the firſt part of the meflage contains very important in. 

formation; and although they are ſenſible that the preſent finances of the ſtate 

will not warrant the Legiſlature to go generally into the buſineſs, they never. 
theleſs conceive that ſome part of it ought to be attempted : And therefore 

beg leave to offer the following reſolution, viz. , 

Refolved, That a committee be appointed, to take into their conſideration 
that part of the meſſage of Council which reſpects the n of the rj. 
vers . Schuylkill and Suſquehanna. 

With regard to the other parts of the meſſage, they beg leave to offer the 
following reſolutions, vis. 

+Refolved, That that part of the matlans of Coobeil reſpecting the ſecurity 
of the public records pans: hee, and ber caſualties, be referred to a com- 
mittee. 

-: Reſolved, That that part of the eas of Council, which reſpeds th 
Wen of Reading Howell, be referred to a committee. 

Repolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council, recommending an ei- 
tenſion of the time for patenting Oy At rote the 1oth = of April next, 
be referred to a committee. 

Reſolved, That that part of the medſage of Council, calling the attention 
of the General Aſſembly to the propriety of appointing other Truſtees in the 
room of John Bayard, Eſquire, removed to 1 Fee Ys and Robert Rus, 
Eſquire, deceaſed, be referred to a committee. 

And on motion, 6 by {pecins wether; the ſame was read the ſecond time: 
Whereupon 

FReęſolved, That a committee be ed to Wi into A confiderati 
that part of the meſſage of Council which reſpects the gn of the rivers 
Daum, Schuyikill and Suſquehanna. 

Ordered, That Mr. Raule, Mr. Gurney, Mr. Ballior, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Ca- 
fon, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Ryerſon be a committee, for the purpoſes containe 
in the foregoing reſolution. 

- Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council ceſpbliing the ſecur 
of the public records againſt fire, and other caſualties, be referred to a com 

mittee. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rall Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Wright 5 ll ©: 

Lloyd be a committee, for the purpoſe contained in the foregoing reſolution 

Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council, which reſpeds th 
memorial of Reading Howell, be referred to a committee. a 

Ordered, That Mr. Myn loop, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Nevil be a con Adj 
mittee, for the purpoſe contained in the foregoing' reſolution. 

' "Reſolved, That that part of the meſſage of Council, calling the atte 
tion of the General Aſſembly to the propriety of appointing other Truſte 
in the room of John Bayard, Eſquire, removed to New-Ferjey,. and Rob! 
Knox, Eſquire, deceaſed, be referred to a committee. 

- Ordered, That Mr. Boys, Mr. YVaux and Mr. Nevil be a committee, 
the purpoſe contained in the foregoing reſolution. 

- Ordered, That the further conſideration of ſaid report be Wes. 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report of the comm! 
. the act, entituled · An A# for enlarging ihe time limited by" 


46 K 


/ um BY 


— 128 J 


ad, entifuled © An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of 
credit emitted in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- one, 
and for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ſtate, for extending 
the time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration 
« of independence, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers 
for procuring warrants for lands by them occupied.“ 
And on the queſtion, —** Will tbe Houſe agree to the following reſolu- 
ion? — bi. | JP a 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to extend 
he time for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of 
dependence, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers for 
rocuring warrants for lands by. them occupied until the day of | 
d no longer. 5 . 
It was, on motion of Mr. Rauie, ſeconded by Mr. Wright, 
Ordered, That the words ** and no longer, be ſtruck out. 
The refolution, as amended, was then adopted: Whereupon 
Ordered, That Mr. Maclay, Mr. Marſhall, Mr. Guchreeſt and Mr, Carſon 
x 2 committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 
The bill, entituled, An Act to authorize and diFet-the Supreme Execu- 
ive Council to appoint Commiſſioners to audit and ſettle the accounts between 
Bedford and Huntingdon counties, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” 
as read the third time, and in part conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That every part of the ſaid bill, excepting the title of the ſame, 
re · committed, and that Mr. Raule be added to the committee. 
Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, entituled A Supplement to the act, 
entituled ** An Act to provide for the ſalaries of the officers of the Land- 
Office; and having obtained leave for that purpoſe, preſented the ſame 
the chair, when it was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The repreſentation of the Managers of the Pennſylvania Hoſpital, read 
ſterday, was read the ſecond time. ” 55 3 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Godfrey, 
th inſtructions to report a bill, if they think proper. 
The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Berks and Northumberland 
junties, read February 6th, was read the ſecond time. i 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Paul, Mr. Leinbach and Mr. White, 


4 


11 | 

tion report thereon. | | 

On motion, EEE 

Ordered, That Mr. Lerch have leave of abſence. 

con Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 

"MY Saturday, February 13, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 2 

A petition from Laughlin M. Cartney and others was read, ſetting forth, 
at they furniſhed ſupplies to William Plunket, Eſq; and his aſſociates, Ju- 
ces of the Peace for the county of Northumberland, in the year 1775, for 
purpoſe of enforcing the laws of Penn/y/vania at Wyoming, and for which 
0. received no compenſation; and praying this Houſe to direct pay- 
Mt thereof. | 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
| A remon- 


county of Franklin, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 


taxes laid and aſſeſſed within Peter's, townſhip, Fran#/im county, in the yet 


annual payments, in addition with the current taxes of the rake with a pro 


 mediately levied and collected. 


| [ 126 J 


A dance from Charles Smith and Sides, Snyder, Eſquites, was rel 


remonſtrating againſt the petition of the inhabitants of the weſt end of B., 
ver townſhip, in the county of Northumberland, read November 18th 11 
and requeſting the prayer thereof may not be granted, until the parties co 
cerned ſhall be apprized of and have time to Petition Bainſt it. 

Ordered to lie on the tabe. x 

A petition from William He it was read, ſetting forth, that he was e 
ployed to purchaſe proviſion for the army of the United States within th 
ſtate, and ſtating that conſiderable injury hath been done him in the ſettle 
ment of his accounts; therefore praying relief in the Premiſes, 

Ordered to lie on the table. 


lay 


A petition from the Rector, Church-wardens and Veſtrymen of St. Dari 
commonly called Radnor Church, in the county of Delaware, was read, pra 5 
ing leave to bring in a bill for the purpoſe of incorporating their ſociety; 1 
on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. * 

Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. gel 

A petition from the Board of Truſtees of Dic&m/on College was read, ſet ts 


ting forth the inſufficiency of their funds to accompliſh the laudable ant 
benevolent deſigns of the inſtitution, and therefore praying the further coun 
tenance and patronage of the legiflature, 11 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Gurney, 
Ordered, That he be diſcharged from the committee appointed yeſterda 
on that part of the meſſage of Council which reſpects the navigation of th 
rivers Delaware, Seba and 1 and that Mr. Dering be appoint 


} 


ed in his place. bt 
The motion made by Mr. Finley, ſeodnded by Mr. Rhea, February r1th ay 


reſpecting the election of repreſentatives in the Se of the United States 
was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, | 
On motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Wright, 
Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The committee -on ways and means, to whom was referred; December 1 * 
laſt, tho petition of a number of the inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in thi | 


The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of th 
inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in the county of Franklin, ſtating thei 
particular ſituation with reſpect to the tax laid in the t 1782, report th 
following reſolution, vis. 

Reſolved, That a committee be Spotted to bring in a bill, to divide thi 


1782, into three equal parts, and to authoriſe the coNection thereof in thret 


viſo, that the whole of each perſon's ſhare or proportion thereof, who {hal 
negle& or refuſe to give ſecurity for the ſame, if ;Fequired: ſhall be im 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill, entituled An Aci 10 * Ds the exportation of pot-afh all 
&« pearl. aſb, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub 
liſhed for e e Ty 


T ww} _ | 


60 difricts,” was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
- Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. 


* 
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Monday, February 15, 1790. P. M. 
rhe Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. . . 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the borough of Eaſton, 
in the county of Northampton, was read, praying leave to bring in a bill, 


geſſes and inhabitants of the ſaid borough, and their ſucceſſors, the exclu- 

ive right of keeping, for the uſe of the ſaid corporation, all ferries within 

the boundaries of the aforeſaid borough. „ 1 
Ordered to lie on the tabbe. *** ; 

A petitzon from divers inhabitants of Turkey-Foot townſhip, in.the county 
«> Bedford, was read, remonſtrating againſt being annexed to the county of 
Fayette, and praying the ſaid townſhip, . together with thoſe of Brotbers 
Valley, Elk-lick, Milford and Quyemahboning, may be ereQed into a ſeparate 

county. : 
- Ordered to lie on the table. | „55 oe Te 

Petitions from about 400 inhabitants of the townſhips of Brothers Valley, 
Ek-lick, Quemahoning and Milford, in the county of Bedford, were read, 


paying they may be erected into a ſeparate county. 
Ordered to lie on the table. edt ne ie ES 

A memorial from Job Penn, junior, and Jobn Penn, Eſquires, was read, 
ktting forth, that they have at a conſiderable expence erected a ferry at the 
borough of Eaſton, acroſs the rivers Delaware and Lehigh, for the accom- 
modation of travellers, and, in order to ſecure the ſole right of the ſaid 
ferry, reſerved the banks of thoſe rivers. within the limits of the ſaid bo- 
vugh, and purchaſed the right of ſoil on the Fer/ey ſhore and the lands in 


- 


ams townſhip, oppclite to the ſaid borough z therefore praying this 


nouſe to grant unto them, and their heirs, the excluſive right of keeping a 
ry in the ſaid borough, ſo far as their bank on each fide of the ſaid nvers 
tends, under ſuch rules and regulations as may be deemed proper. 
MM | Ordered go lie on the table. I 3 
ehe petition of Laugblin M*Cartney and others, read February 13th in- 
ot, Was sead the eond i mweaeaeaga‚e i RE 
a 2rdered, That it be referred to Mr. Vynkoop, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Markley, 
CPB... Ei 1 3 
The petition of the Truſtees of Dickinſon college, read February 13th in- 
ant, was read the ſecond tine. at 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Lilly and Mr. Hoge, to. 
memes.” 2 ohio = 
ab. The petition of William 
ond He. 


i 


git, read February 13th inſtant, was read the 


* 


nd 


| The bill, entituled An Act to divide the county of Fayette into eleftion 


for the purpoſe of granting and confirming to the corporation of the bur- 
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to withdraw their memorial and petition. 


+ 


 DOrygered, That it be referred to the grand committee of claims, appoint- 
ed November 3d laſt, to report thereon. s. 
The committee appointed November 24th laſt, on the memorial and peti. 
tion of the Commiſſioners for the 9-47 5 of Philadelphia, made report, which 
was read, as follows, viz. | n | 2 £0 . 
The report of the committee, to whom was referred the memorial and 
petition of the Commiſſioners of the county of Philadelphia. | 
In the opinion of the committee, the ſubject of the memorial is improbe 
for the interference of the legiſlature, becauſe it involves in it the due con 
ſtruction of a contract long ſince entered into between the commonwealt 
and its citizens. Whether by the allowance of fix per cent. which has uni 
formly been made in grants and patents of lands, the owners of ſuch lane 
are precluded from further compenſations for ſuch part of it as n be take 
for public roads and highways, it is the proper duty of the judicial authority 
to determine. If this queſtion hath already been determined, this Hou 
can neither reſcind that deciſion, without a violation of their duties, no 
reftrain other perſons from ſimilar relief, without committing, injuſtice. 


The Commiſſioners could not have been ſuhjected to the compulſory prof bi 
.ceſs of which they complain, had not the county ſtock been judicially de 
termined to be the proper fund, in ſuch cafes, for the re-imburſement o &, 
individuals. Hence the power of the Commiſſioners to raiſe a competen | 
ſum for the purpoſe, when neceſſary, without the aſſiſtance of another iti ed 
tute, becomes as evident, at that it is the duty of the Legiſlature to avoil 
increaſing the multitude of laws, unleſs the neceſſity for them is cogent ande, 
indiſputable. | 55 f 5 ful 
Tf it is apprehended that the deciſion is erroneous in itſelf, or, from ti und 
limited juriſdiction of the court in which it was given, accompanied wit R 
laſs authority than its importance requires, it may be obſerved, that t into 
Legiſlature is not a Court of Errors or Appeals; that if the caſe of whic con 
the Commiſſioners particularly complain cannot now be removed into ti o 
Supreme Court, it will be their duty to ſubmit the next application of thilfſicj 
kind to that tribunal, whoſe reſpectable and conclufive deciſion may pr. 7; 
bably influence the future conduct of the ſtate in diſpoſing of its remain vid 


lands, without exhibiting the diſhonorable ſpectacle of the ſovereign pony o. 


conſtruing its own contracts, and perhaps accommodating that conſtruction ¶ ono 
its own convenience. _ „ . 
The committee ſubmit the following reſolution: | 
- Reſolved, That the Commiſſioners of the county of Philadelphia have lea 
Ordered to lie on the table. 55 5 ET 
The committee appointed December Iſt laſt, on the petition of the Con 
miſſioners for Dauphin county, made report, which was read, as follows, u 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of James Wilſon, C 
oper Ubler and Caſper Stover, Commiſſioners of Dauphin county (in beh: 
of themſelves and the inhabitants of ſaid county) praying to have the re 
of Harris's ferry appropriated for erecting and ſupporting the public buil 
ings for the uſe of ſaid county, report—— 1 
That they have had recourſe to the record of the original bond given 
John Harris, whereby they find he binds himſelf to convey the faid fe 


and landing (with other eſtates) to certain Truſtees therein named, for Wall 


uſe of the public, on condition that the bill, then publiſhed for conſide 


& 
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tion, for erecting part of Lancaſter county into a ſeparate county, and eſta- 
bliſhing the ſeat of juſtice on the lands of Jobn Harris, ſhould be paſſed 
into a law; which having been done, a conveyance of ſaid ferry and land- 
ing (with other eſtates) was accordingly made: And as the fixing the ſeat 
of juſtice of ſaid county on the eſtate of the ſaid Fobn Harris appears to 
have been his principal inducement for making the faid conveyance, and 
with reſpect to the inhabitants of the ſaid county, as that fituation muſt 
ſubject many of them to inconveniences, by its being on one extremity of 
the county, the committee conceive they are entitled to ſome compenſation, 
and therefore offer the following reſolution, vis. e 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in à bill, to be enacted 
into a law, for appropriating ſo much of the rents of the ferry called Harris's 
ferry, as may be ſuthcient for the purpoſe of compleating the erecting of th 
neceſſary public buildings for the uſe of Dauphin county. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 1 75 5 5 | ; 
On motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Rawle, | 
Ordered," That to-morrow week be afligned for the third reading of the 
bill, entituled “ An AG to enable the officers of the Land-Office to iſue war- 
« rants o re-location in the caſes therein deſcribed,” and that it be the order 
for that dax. 33 ER | | ; 
n A motion was made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Rawle, and adopt- 
ed, as follows, vis. TP | VV 
il Whereas the exiſting laws of this ſtate do not define, with ſufficient 
nM clearneſs,, the mode of proceeding againſt Conſtables who neglect the faith- 


: 


ful diſcharge of the duties of their ſaid office, and much inconveniency and 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
imo a law, providing a more ſpeedy and effectual mode of proceeding againſt 
Conſtables in caſe of neglect of duty. edt opt 7 „ e og pt 

Ordered, That Mr. Clingan, Mr. Finley and Mr. Barr be a committee, to 
ring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 7 


vide for the ſalaries of the officers of the Land- Office, enacted the eighth 
hay of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- nine, was read the 


0 


fond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


hed for conſideration. TO a oh 9 ; 
The bill, entituled An Ad for the payment of the claim of Turnbull, 
Marmie and company,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by para- 
Pa... | 2 25 2 245 

Or dered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
for conſideration. | | 1 2 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. "= | 


Tueſday, February 16, 1790. A. M. 
he Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. "ALD 
A petition from Fobn Churchman, of the city of Philadelphia, was read, 


\ 


undue delays of juſtice are thereby occaſioned ; For remedy whereof, be it 


The bill, eatituled “ A Supplement to the act, entituled . An Act to pro- 


b 


To the Honorable the REPRESENTATIvEs of tbe FREEMEN of the Common. 
wealth of PENNSYLVANIA, in GENERAL ASSEMBLY net. 


The PETITION of JOHN CHURCHMAN, of the City of 
rern | 


Humbly and Reſpectfully Sheweth, 8 
H A T he hath clearly demonſtrated that the magnetic needle hath an 
univerſal direction to two magnetic points, at certain diſtances, one 
from the north, the other from the ſouth pole of the earth; that the motions 
of the two magnetic points are equable and uniform round the two poles of 
the earth; that having determined the periods of revolution of the two mag- 
netic points, he is enabled to determine the preciſe variation of the magnetic 
needle for any part of the globe, for any time, got. preſent, or to come; MF" 
that if the variation of the needle and latitude of the place are truly given, 

the longitude of any place, on ſea or land, is eaſily determined with the great- 
eſt preciſion ; that he has prepared a great number of calculations, by which 
the ſaid principles are proved in ſuch a manner, that they have met with the 
approbation of ſome of the moſt learned mathematicians of the preſent age, 
as well in America as Europe; that he hath, by cloſe application, by ſeveral 
years labour, and great expence, laid down a variation chart, or map, of all 
the northern hemiſphere, on an entire new plan, by the help of which theſe 
principles are reduced to practice. A great part of the ſaid chart has been 
already engraved on copper-plate in this city, and is propoſed ſoon to be 
publiſhed by ſubſcription, on the ſeveral conditions hereunto annexed, but 
he finds, by experience, that ſoliciting ſubſcriptions from individuals is by 

No means an agreeable taſk. | 
our petitioner, well knowing that the Repreſentatives of the freemen of 
Pennſylvania are famed for their encouragement of all meaſures tending to pro- 
mote the progreſs of ſcience, he is encouraged to hope that this variation chart 
may with propriety come under their patronage ; becauſe, if the inhabitants 
of Pennſylvania were conſidered to be formed in two claſſes, viz. the landec 
Intereſt, and the mercantile intereſt, it would perhaps be found really uſeful 
to each claſs, for the following reaſons: Firſt, As the lands in Penn/y/vania 
as well as the other ſtates, are held by courſe and diſtance, the courſe, ac 
. cording to the magnet, being ſubject to a great variation, it ſeems highly ne 
ceſſary that the laws which govern the variation ſhould be aſcertained, other 
wiſe the boundaries of the land cannot be perpetuated. Laftly, Without th 
aſſiſtance of the magnetic needle, the moſt ſkillful mariner gets bewildere 
on his way ; therefore, a true knowledge of the theory of the variation, 0 

this account, muſt be equally uſeful, | - 

Vcur petitioner therefore prays, that the Houſe will be pleaſed to beſio! 
ſuch encouragement upon him, and ſo far patronize his plans, as to thel 
ſhall ſeem expedient. And, as in duty bound, he will ever pray. 3 


| JOHN CHURCHMAN. Forex 
Ordered to lie on the table, | 130 Orc 


A memorial from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia w The 
read, ſuggeſting divers amendments to the act, and ſupplement thereto, 4e t, 
amending the penal laws of this ſtate, and ſtating the impropriety of confiſ de 5; 


ing debtors in common with perſons charged with or convicted vf -— 
| : me 


L 


neanors, vagrants and diſorderly perſons, and recommending to the conſider- 
tion of this Houſe the ſevere caſe of perſons confined as witneſſes in criminal 
-oſecutions, and afterwards for their fees; and on motion, and by ſpecial 


der, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Miller, Mr. 
Dowell, Mr. Lilly, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Jobnſton and Mr. Vaux, to report 
gereon. 8 1 0 2 | a 

A memorial and petition from the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Phi- 
elphia, in Common Council aſſembled, was read, ſtating certain inconve- 
ences which the citizens labour under, and ſuggeſting the propriety of 
uſing an act, authoriſing the Common Council to legiſlate for the city in all 
aſes that concern the internal police and government thereof as a city, and 
mich ſhall not interfere with the conſtitution and general laws which con- 
ern them in common with the other citizens of the ſtate; therefore pray- 
g the premiſes . may be taken into conſideration, and that an act may be 
aſſed explanatory of and ſupplementary to the act, entituled Au A 
0 incorporate the city of Philadelphia,” to remove the difficulties that op- 
xe their endeavours in promoting the good purpoſes for which the ſaid city 
s incorporated. e e | 

Ordered to lie on the table. Ws | 
The committee appointed February 12th inſtant, on that part of the meſ- 
ge of Council which reſpects the petition of Reading Howell, &c. made 
port, which was read, as follows, vis. M | 
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the meſſage of Coun- 
| which reſpects the north line of the ſtate being delineated in Reading How- 
's map, under the authority of this ſtate, report - 

That in their opinion the meaſure recommended by Council would be ve- 
proper; but as no proviſion is made with regard to the other lines of the 
ate, it ſeems equally eligible that all the ſtate lines ſhould be engraved, and 
ublicly known : And as the ſtate will no doubt encourage Mr. Howell in his 
ful and expenſive publication, for which purpoſe a bill is depending be- 
re the Houſe, your committee conceive, that if he were furniſhed with the 
deuments in poſſeſſion of Council on this ſubject, he would cheerfully in- 
duce delineations of all the ſtate lines into his map, on a compenſation 
qual to the expence being paid him, which will no doubt be conſidered by 
e Houſe in filling up the blanks in the ſaid bill. Your committee therefore 
ler the following reſolution, vez. | e 
Reſolved, That a clauſe be inſerted in the bill now before the Houſe, en- 
bled “ An Ac in favour of Reading Howell,” authoriſing him, under the 
ections of Council, to delineate in his map the lines of this ſtate, as eſta- 
hed by law, or otherwiſe agreed on and aſcertained. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 21S N N F 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © An 
AT for ſettling the accounts of James Rowan, late Collector of taxes in the 
county of Philadelphia, and for ether purpoſes therein mentioned, which 
« read the firſt time, ang | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 


a u be committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled An 
, AF to ju iſpend, for a limited time, ſo much of the act of Aſſembly to regulate 
off e fiſheries in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, as relates to the erecting 
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bitants of the townſhips of Peter's, Bald-Eagle, Lack, Milford, Fernanq 


of the inhabitants of the weſt end of Beaver townſhip, be re-committed 
and that the petition. of Cbar les Smith and —_— e ou be referred to th 


— A ¶——— ed eta te 
* — . 


ington, Turbutt and Derry, in the . of Nortbumberland, was U 


132 J 
cc 1 of. hen, to the dams therein mentioned,” WR was aye I the firſt time, 


Ordered to lie on the cable. 5 8 
The report on the memorial and petition of the eee of the 
county @ Philadelphia, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Where 
upon 
Reſolved, That the G ere of the county of Philadelpbi have leave 


to withdraw their memorial and petition. 
The report on the petitions of the inhabitants of the weſt end of "IM 
townſhip, in the county of Northumberland, and of a number of the inh; 


and Greenwood, in the county of Mr ſs, ogg December ere aft, Was rea 


the ſecond time : Whereupon 
Ordered, That that part of the aid rhpobe; Which relates to the petitio 


fame committee. 5 
Ordered, That the geitner of che aid report, ee to the petitio 


of the inhabitants of the townſhips of Peter's, Bala-Eagle, Lack, Mi 
Fermanagh and Greenwood, in the county of Miſtin, be referred to Mr. Chl 1 
man, Mr. Cunningbam, Mr. Caron, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloya, to ww HE 
thereon. 01 
A motion was made We Mr. Kennedy, Wess Bed by Mr. Harris, R 
Jo add three members to the laſt named committee. : 1 
And on the queſtion, —* Will the Houſe ”_ fo the fame 5 Ti 
It was carried in the negative. | to 
The petition of a number of the inbabitante of the borough of Foil ve: 
in the county of Northampton, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 1 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Paul, Mr. Thomas and Mr, Bali iſt 
to report thereon. tho 
The memorial of John FIVE junior, and Jobs Penn, Eſquires, t 2 
yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. moi 
Ordered, That it be 60 e to the lat named committee, to rep tives 
thereon. 1 
The petition of Samuel Moore, _ Pebruary 11 th inſtant, was read ON tax, 
ſecond time. 3 
Ordered, ie it be referred to FE! laſt named committee, to epi of Þ 
thereon. poung 
* The bill, enfitiled % An Aa to reimburſe Gabriel Coxe, George Val com 
« digham and Andrew Sweringen, for monies advanced by them in dejen call 
« the frontiers of Waſhington county,” was read the third time, and the + 


ſidered by paragraphs. pech 
Oraered, That it be 1 ee ow the purpose of being nated] 1 
law. reſpec 

Adjourned: until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 3 
ount 
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pen. 


222 February 17, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the townthips of W, 


Pl 40 


1 33 J 
ying they may by law be enabled to hold their general elections at the 
a of Daniel Cruger. | 


Otrqdered to lie on the table. 
A petition from John Lyrle, of the county of Northumberland, was read, 
ſetting forth; that in the year. 1774 he mortgaged a certain tract of land to 


twenty-four pounds; that by reaſon of divers caſualties and misfortunes he 
is become unable to diſcharge the ſame; and praying this Houſe to Gay 
n and grant him further time for the payment thereof. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter from Jobn Donnaldſon, Eſinire Regen- Noting * 
oficial tranſactions between him and the Opener Om was read, 

ether with the ſeveral papers accompanying the ſame, and 
Ordered to he on the table. 

The committee on e and means made further report, which was | read, 
as follows, VIS. | bv 

The committee on. ways and means beg leave fuether to report — 

That it has not been in their power to procure ſuch a == of the 
public accounts between this and the United States, or of this ſtate, as 
would enable the committee to ſuggeſt any plans, or to give the Aſſembly 
a proper idea of the finances of the ſtate, an object very deſirable, and 
one which the committee have much at heart, from a conviction it is of 

reat importance to the public, that every member of its legiſlature ſhould 
— a full and competent knowledge of the debts and revenues of the ſtate. 
The committee take leave to ſuggeſt the appointment of a ſpecial committee, 
to enquire, and inform the Houſe, what have been the cauſes that have pre- 
vented this buſineſs from being brought forward. 

The Regiſter- General has furniſhed a ſtate of the receipts of taxes from 
iſt October, 1789, to the 13th February, 1790, amounting to #wenty=erghr 
thouſand five hundred and forty-four pounds four ſbillings and Zwo-pence, and 
two thouſand eight hundred and thirty-four- pounds nmeteen fhilkngs, in ſtate 
money, for funding and ſinking ſtate money; alſo on account of impoſt 
twenty-fix thouſand three hundred and twenty-ſeven pounds frve flullings and. one 
penny; he alſo ſtates, / that there are conſiderable ſums due on the carriage 


two hundred and fifty- fue pounds ren ſhillings, laid in the city and county 
of Philadelphia for the laſt ſeven years, only eight bundred and fixty-three 
pounds ſeven ſhillings and nine-pence have been paid into the treaſury, The 
committee are of opinion, that the State Treaſurer . ſhould. be directed to 
call upon «the County Treaſurers, forthwith to furniſh duplicates, up to 
the preſent time, of the carriage taxes- which have been laid in their re- 
pective counties, together with the abatements made by the Commiſſioners ; 
alfo to-furniſh an alphabetical lift of the name of each perſon within their 
reſpective counties, who ſhall be indebted for any part of the public taxes 
prior to the commencement of the funding ſyſtem. It alſo appears proper 
0 your committee, that the tax on writs ſhould be extended to all ſuch - 
ounties whoſe circumſtances will admit of it. The additional ſupplement 
to the acts for the regulation of the militia, ſo far as it directs the uſe of 
gun powder on battalton days, has not, in the opinion of the committee, 
c Mrroduced thoſe falutary effects that were expected, and can only occafion an 
as l pence, without affording the leaſt advantage to the _ 855 | 
| | e 


pls | 


the Truſtees of the General -Loan- Office for the ſum of one hundred and 
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tax, which has been but very little attended to; that out of rwelve thouſand 
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The following reſolutions are ſubmitted for the decifion of the Houſe. . 

Reſolved, That a ſpecial committee be appointed, to enquire, and report 
the reaſons, why the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe 
agreeably to law. 

Reſolved, That the State Treaſurer he” directed to call upon hs County 
Treaſurers, reſpectively, for duplicates of the carriage tax, as laid in each 
county, noting any allowances which the Commiſſioners may have made. 

"Reſolved, That the State Treaſurer be, and he is hereby authorized to de- 
mand from the Treaſurer of each county within this ſtate, an alphabetical 
liſt of the name and ſirname of each and every perſon or perſons, within 
their reſpective counties, who, on the firſt day of November, 1790, ſhall 
owe or be indebted for any part of the public taxes aſſeſſed prior to the year 
1786, which lift ſhall be laid before the General Aſſembly c on or before the 
firſt day of Fanuary, 1791. | 

Reſolved, That a committee be bee to e in a bil, to ata the 
tax upon writs to the counties of Weſtmoreland, Bedford, Northumberland, 
Waſhington, Fayette, Franklin, Montgomery, Pan Delaware and M; Mu, 
or ſo many of ſaid counties as may be thought proper. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal ſo { 
much of the additional Supplement to the Acts for the regulation of the mi- 
litia of this commonwealth, as directs the county Lientenante to furniſh car- 
tridges to the militia on battalion days. 4 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

'The petition of Jobn Churchman, read 1 was read the ſecond 
time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. T, bomas and. Mr. Mad, 
to report thereon. 

The report of the committee on ways and means, on the petition of the 
inhabitants of Peter's nn read February 13th, was read be ſecond 
time : Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Rows. 

Ordered, That the ſame be re- committed. 

The bill, entituled An A# to provide for the renewal of cert rficates in 
% the caſes therein mentioned, was read the third time, and in | part conlide- 
cd by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That the forthet confidepation thereof be eee. 

Adjourned until ten o clock nee A. M. 


Tharſay, February 18, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from the committee of the Carpenters company of the city 
and county of e Wael was read, praying the ſaid company may be in- 
corporated. . 
Ordered to lie on the table. No 
A petition from Peter Heifler was read, ſetting forth, that he ſupplied the 
Lieutenant of the city and liberties of Philadelphia with a quantity of gun- 
powder, for the uſe of the militia, and ſtating that the militia funds art 
inſufficient to diſcharge the claims thereupon, in conſequence of which be 
has not been enabled to obtain payment; therefore praying this Houſe to 
grant him relief in the premiſes. | | 
Ordered to lic on the table. A pet! 


P 


A petition from William Schrater was read, praying he may be authorized 

law to eſtabliſh a ferry acroſs the river Toughiogeny, on the north bank 

of ſaid river, oppoſite the ferry of Fohn Summerville. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. Ng. 

Petitions from 444 inhabitants of the townſhips of Brothers Valley, Elk- 
Lick, Quemaboning and Milford, in the county of Bedford, were read, pray- 
ing faid townſhips may be erected into a ſeparate county; and on motion, 
and by ſpecial order, the ſame were read the ſecond time. | 

Ordered, That the ſame, together with the petitions of a number of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid townſhips, and of divers inhabitants of Turkey- Foot 
townſhip, read February 15th inſtant, be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. 
Finley and Mr. Gore, to report thereon. | : 

The committee on claims, to whom was referred, February 15th, the 
petition of William Heſlit, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee on claims, to whom was referred the petition of William 
Heſlit, beg leave to repor. : : . 

That they have conſidered the ſubject repreſented in his petition, and are 


of opinion that the Houſe cannot with propriety grant him any relief; and 


therefore offer the following reſolution, viz. 
Reſsfved, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. 
Ordered to lie on the table. Sp. 5 
The committee appointed February 12th, on the petition of divers of the 


inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, made report, which 


was read, as follows, vis. 


The committee, to whom was referred the petition from divers of the 


inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, praying a ſum of 
money may be granted for the purpoſe of opening and finiſhing a certain 
road ſpecified in ſaid petition, are ſenſible of the uſefulneſs of having good 
roads in every county, and would chearfully concur with the petitioners, 
would our funds or finances juſtify them ; but as there is no money unap- 
propriated, your committee offer the following reſolution, vis. 

Reſolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | _ 

The committee appointed February 12th,' on that part of the meſſage of 
Council which reſpects the appointment of two Truſtees of that part of the 
Province-1/land which belongs to this ſtate, in the room of John Bayard and 


Robert Knox, Eſquires, made report, which was read; and on motion, and 


by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as fol- 


lows, v2. 5 5 - 
Your committee, to whom was referred that part of the meſſage of Coun- 


eil reſpecting the appointing two perſons Truſtees for Province-J/land, in the 


room of Robert Knox, deceaſed, and John Bayard, removed from this ſtate, 


Inari | . 

That agreeable to an act of Aſſembly, paſſed the twenty-ſegenth day of 
November, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-nine, it is enacted, that 
the Aſſembly ſhall appoint, by vote, Truſtees for Province-Jſand; and as 
Robert Knox, one of the Truſtees, is ſince dead, and John Bayard, one other 


of the Truſtees, is removed out of the ſtate, it is therefore neceſſary to ap- 


point two Truſtees in their room ; for which reaſon they offer the following 
reſolution, vis. _ ; | 


M m p Reęſolved, | 
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Reſebved, That this Aſſembly will, on Saturday next, pont two Perſons 
Truſtees, in the room of John Bayard and Robert Knox; the perſons ſo to 
be appointed, together with the other Truſtee, to be the Truſtees for that 
part of the State or Province-Iſland which belongs to the ſtate, agrecably to 
the acts of General Aſſembly in that caſe made. 

The committee appointed December 8th laſt, on the l reſpecting 
the defence of the ſouth-weſt frontier of this ſtate, made report, which 
was read, as follows, viz. 

The committee appointed to confer with Council on the ſubject of a de- 
fence for the ſouth-weſt frontier of this ſtate againſt the hoſtile incurſions of 
the Indians, report | 

T hat they have had a conference with a committee of Council on that 
ſubject; that the joint committees were of opinion that ſome proviſion 
ought to be made againſt the future depredations of the Indians, and that 
for this purpoſe they were further of opinion that the ſum of five hundred 

ounds would be ſufficient for the preſent FRE Wherefore they beg leave to 
offer the following reſolution, v7s. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring! in a bill, to empower 


the Supreme Executive Council to provide for the defence of the ſouth- weſt 


frontier of this ſtate againſt the hoſtile incurſions of the Indians, and to 


appropriate a ſum not exceeding five hundred pounds, out of the revenues 


of the ſtate, to defray the expences thereof. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The letter of John Donnaldfon, Eſquire, Regiſter-General, read yeſterday, 
was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Thomas, Mr. 
Hage and Mr. Ryer/on, to report thereon. 

The petition of John Lytle, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time, 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Vaus, 
to report thereon. 

The petition of the inhabitants of the townſhips of Waſhington, Turbutt 
and Derry, in the county of Northumberland, read yeſterday, was read the 


ſecond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Maclay, Mr. Fhite and Mr. D. 
Stewart, to report thereon, 

The memorial and petition of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of 
Philadel>hia, read February 16th, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the members for the city of Philadelpbin 
to report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Boys, 

Reſofved, That a committee be appointed to viſit the Pennſylvania Hoſbi- 
tal, and report the preſent ſtate thereof to this Houſe. 

Ordered, That Mr. Hiltzbeimer, Mr. Chapman, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Maclay 
and Mr. Reiff be a committee, for the purpoſe contained in the foregoing 


refolution. 


A motion was made by Mr. Finley, ſeconded by Mr. Marſhall, 

To re-conſider the reſolution of this Houſe of the 5th of Decrntber | laft 
appointing a committee to bring in a bill for annexing the townſhip of 
Turkey-Foot, in Bedford county, to the county of Fayette. 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to re-confider ?” 


It was carried in the negative. : 
A motion 


E 
A motion was made by Mr. Raue, ſeconded by Mr. Clingan, 
To re- conſider the reſolution adopted the eleventh inſtant on the report 
of the committee on ways and means, relative to that part of the meſſage 
of Council which reſpects the claims of widows and children of deceaſed 
afficers of the Peunſylvania line, &c. . 
Which was carried in the affirmative. 
It was then moved by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Clin gan, 
To ſtrike out the following words from the ſaid reſolution, vis.“ to be 
paid out of the interęſi arijing from the Loan- Office. | 
Which was carried in the atfirmative, and, the reſolution, as amended, 
dopted. 3 | 
the bill, entituled An Ad for ſettling the accounts of James Rowan, 
ate Collector of taxes in thè county of Philadelphia, and for other purpoſes 
' therein mentioned, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by para- 
aphs. | | 5 | 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
for confideration. | | 
The bill, entituled “ A Supplement to the act, entituled ** An Act to pro- 
ide for the ſalaries of the Officers of the Land-Office,” enacted the eighth 
of December, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- nine, was read the 
id time, and conſidered by paragraphs. "0 | | 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
I, . : 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, February 5 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


unty were read, ſtating the great difficulties they labour under in attending 
e courts of juſtice at Harriſburg, and praying that a tract of country by 
em deſcribed may be erected into a ſeparate county, agreeably to the lines 
rein mentioned, and that the ſeat of juſtice may be fixed at Lebanon. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
'etitions from 209 inhabitants of the north-weſtern parts of the county of 


ern parts of Dauphin county for a diviſion of ſaid county may be granted, 
| that they be annexed to the county ſo to be erected. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 
\ petition from a conſiderable number of the inhabitants of the townſhips 
Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham and Spring field, in the county of Mont- 
% was read, praying they may be re-annexed to the county of Phila- 
Wa, £ IPL 2 8 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Noman Catholics of the Holy Trinity Church, in the city of Philadelphia, 
read, ſetting forth, that they have at a conſiderable expence erected a 
ſchool for the education of the poor youth of the ſaid congregation, and 
[ing leave to bring in a bill, for the purpoſe of granting unto them a part 
© unappropriated lands for the endowment of the ſaid ſchool. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 


wack A me- 


Petitions from 1239 inhabitants reſiding in the eaſtern parts of Dauphin 


74s were read, praying that the petitions of the inhabitants reſiding in the 


memorial from the Paſtor and Truſtees of the German religious ſociety , 
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cartridges to the militia on battalion days. 
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A orie from George gell, Inſpector of ſtaves and heading, Was read 
ſetting forth, that there are divers defects in the laws relative to the in 
ſpection of ſtaves and heading, mu praying the WE oy be altered and 
amended. 


Ordered to 1 on the table. 

The petition of a committee of the Carpenters Company of the ay an 
county of Philadelphia, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. 

The petition of Peter Heifler, read yeſterday, was read the ſoon time, 

'Ordered, That it be referred to the grand committee on claims, appointe| 
November zd laſt, to report thereon. 

The report on the petition of William H 
ſecond time: Whereupon * 

Reſolved, That William Heſflit have leave to * bis petition; 

The further report of the committee on ways and means, read Pebru 
17th, was read the fecond time: Whereupon | 

Rejolved, That a ſpecial committee be appointed, 1 to enquire, and repe 
the reaſons, why the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Hou 
agreeably to law. | 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge Foy 
Ryerſon be a committee, for the purpoſes contained in the nei t 
lution. 

Reſolved, That the state Treaſurer be directed to call upon the Con 
Treaſurers, reſpectively, for duplicates of the carriage tax, as laid ina 
county, noting any allowances which the Commiſſioners may have matt. 

Ręſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to real 
much of the additional ſupplement to the acts for the regulation of the n 
litia of this commonwealth, as directs the County Lieutenants to fur 


| 


45 read yeſterday, was read th 


Orgered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Irie and Mr. Alliſon be a committee, 


bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. The 
Ordered, That the further conſideration of the remainder of the lad A l, 
port be poſtponed. _ unci 


On motion of Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Houſe, that the accumulated 


rearages of public taxes have ariſen in a conſiderable degree from the ne « 
gence of the perſons whoſe proper duty it was to collect them, and from 
unneceſſary and illegal indulgences extended in ſuch caſes; that ne H A] 
provided in the exiſting laws are ſufficient, if duly enforced, to compel __; 
payment of ſuch arrearages ; that it 1s expedient for the intereſt of the ng 


monwealth that the arrearages of its taxes ſhould be collected without de 
and that the Supreme Executive Council be en to enforce the due 
ecution of the laws in this behalf. 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the motion of Mr. Fenty, 
conded by Mr. Rhea, poſtponed February 13th, relative to the electi 
r eee in the Congreſs of the United States. : 

Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

The committee of accounts made report, which was read; 3 on mol 
and by ſpecial aer. che me was read the ſecond time, and adopteſ 
follows, UL. | FS | 
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The committee of accounts report 


— 


That Melchior Steiner, printer, has preſented his account for publiſhing 


fundry bills of the laſt ſeſſion of this Houſe in the German language, 
mounting to the ſum of tenty- three pounds ten ſhillings and four-pence, 
which ſum appearing to be due to the ſaid Melchior Steiner, your committee 
fer the following reſolution, viz. 5 ST 

Reſolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the Treaſurer of this ſtate, 
n favour of Melchior Steiner, printer, for the ſum of twenty-three pounds ten 
lings and four-pence, in full of his account. 


rad the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. W 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
W. . 

The bill, entituled * An Act directing the payment of the accounts of ſun- 
' dry Deputy Surveyors of the depreciation lands,” was read the third time, and 
onſidered by paragraphs. : 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
The following bills having. been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 
red at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 
une, VIZ. | | 

An ACT for founding and endowing a public ſchool in the town and county 
f Huntingdon. , | 

4 SUPPLEMENT to the adt, entituled ** An Act to provide for the 
lalaries of the Officers of the Land- Office.” | 
Adjourned until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, February 20, 1790, A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A letter from his Excellency the Preſident of the Supreme Executive 
uncil was preſented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz. | 
In e 0 U NCI L; Philadelphia, February 19th, 1790. 
1 . R, i 8 ; 3 
HAVE the honor to tranſmit to you a reſolve of Council of this day, 


ed 
ne 
Om 


pel relative to a petition from a number of the inhabitants of Northampton, 
+6 ding on or near the Nęſcopec road. 

x de Ian, SIX, 

an With great reſpet, | 

10 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

el 


THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
rable RICHARD PETERS, Eſquire, | 
Veaker of the General Aſſembly. 


nd the reſolution encloſed was alſo read; and on motion, and by ſpecial 
, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 1 

rdered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Ealer and Mr. Maclay, 
Port thereon. # | 


The bill, entituled “ An Ad to compenſate William Lyon, Eſquire,” was 


Nn A letter 


= n 5 


read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 


_ Fr. White and Mr. Riley, to report thereon. 


| ty of Berks, read yeſterday, were read the ſecond time. 
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A letter from John Nicholſon, "IR Comptroller-General, Was read, 
containing remarks in anſwer to the letter from John Donnaldſon, Eſquire, 
Regiſter-General, read February 17th inſtant; and on motion, and by pe 
cial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That the ſame, together with its encloſures, be referred to M.. 
dee. Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr. . to report 

ereon. 

The petition of George Ingels, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the city members, to report thereon. 

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the townſhips of Mareland 
Abington, Cheltenham and Spring field, in | the county of M Joni gomery, read 
yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Miller, Vi. 
Kennedy and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon. | 

The memorial of the Paſtor and Truſtees of the German religious ſociety 
of Roman Catholics, of the Holy T rmity church, in the city of Philadelplia 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Lilly, Mr. Balliot and Mr. Mil, to 


report thereon. | 
The petitions of 1239 inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, read yeller 


day, were read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Dering, Mr. Scbmyſer, Mr. Hage 


The petitions of 209 inhabitants of the north-weſtern parts of the coun 


Ordered, That they be referred to the laſt named committee, to report 


thereon. | 
| On motion, | | 
Ordered, That Mr. Britton and. Mr. Lloyd be added to the committee ap 


pointed November 19th laſt, reſpecting the act, entituled %% An Ad fe 
% amending the penal laws of this tate. 


The petition of William Schrater, read February 18th, was read the ſe 7 
cond time. A 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Baird, Mr. Gilehreeſt EP Mr, Neui Colo 
to report thereon. date, 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe proceeded to the election nt 
two Truſtees, in the room of John Bayard and Robert Knox, Eſquires, fo 1 a 
me 


that part of the Province or State-Iſland which belongs to the ſtate, agreea 
bly to the act of General Aſſembly in that caſe made, and the ballots being 
taken, it appeared that the Honorable Samuel Miles, Eſquire, and Peter De 
haven, were duly elected. 

The report on the petitions of divers Inhabitat of the counties of Berk 
and Northumberland, 'read February 18th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

The report on the petition of Nathaniel Hurſt and others, read Devend 
5th laſt, was read the ſecond time; and the reſolution therein containe 
being under conſideration, | 

A motion was made by Mr. Finley, ſeconded by Mr. Boys, 

To amend the ſame, ſo as to read as follows, viz. _ 

Ręſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to give fu 
ther time to Nathanzel Hurſt, and all others in like circumſtances, fort 


purpoſ 


11 


urpoſe of regiſtering of ſuch Negroe and Mulattoe children as they are 
fleſſed of, who have been born ſince the firſt day of March, 1780. 
On the queſtion, — Will the Houſe agree to the ſaid amendment? 
It was carried in the negative: Whereupon, | 
| On motion of Mr. Raw/e, ſeconded by Mr. Hiltzheimer, 
. Ordered, That the further conſideration of the {aid report be poſtponed. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © An 
« Al for further enlarging the time limited by the act, entituled An Act 
« for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year 


the funded debt of this ſtate, for extending the time for patenting lands 
„which were located before the declaration of independency, and for giv- 
« ing a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers for procuring warrants for 
« the lands by them occupied,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table, | 
Purſuant to leave granted, a member preſented to the chair a bill, entituled 
« An Act to incorporate the Carpenters Company of the city and county of Phi- 
« ladeIlphia,” which was read the firſt time, and | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill, entituled “ An Ac to regulate the exportation of Pot=Aſh and 
« Pear/- Aſh, was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


law, 


Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. 


Monday, February 22, 1790. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 

A petition from Martha Flower, widow of Bemfamin Flower, deceaſed, late 
Colonel of a regiment of artillery and artificers in the ſervice of the United 
dates, was read, praying ſhe may be by law entitled to all the emoluments 
granted to officers of the like rank in the ſervice aforeſaid, by virtue of cer- 


an motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Thomas and Mr. D. Stew- 
ri, to report thereon. 

A petition from Mary Harriſon was read, ſetting forth, that To/eph Gallo- 
rey became indebted to her in the ſum of one thouſand four hundred pounds, 
lerling money of Great-Britain, on the 8th day of June, 1770; that the 
lad Foſeph Galloway was afterwards attainted of high treaſon, and his eſtate 


toner filed her claim in the Supreme Court, and obtained a decree againſt 
he ſaid eſtate, but the ſaid court limited the exchange at the low rate 
one hundred and fifty-froe pounds, Pennsylvania currency, for one hundred 
runde ſterling, which remains unpaid, and thereupon ſhe applied to the court 
or a reviſion of ſaid decree, for the purpoſe of altering the rate of ex- 


ange, but the Juſtices of the ſame court conceived themſelves * 
EO rom 


fu 
r ih 


pol 


« one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of 


uin acts of Congreſs, dated May 15th, 1778, and Auguſt 24th, 1780; and 


lorfeited to and ſold for the uſe of the commonwealth ; that the peti- 
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from re- conſidering the ſubject; therefore praying this Houſe to grant her 
relief in the premiſes. 5 | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed November gth laſt, on the memorial and petition 
of the Biſcuit-Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and others, made report, 
which was read, as follows, v2. | 5 | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Biſcuit-Baker; 
of the city of Philadelphia, report | | | 
That in their opinion it is at Heaſt doubtful, whether it would not be in— 
conſiſtent with the conſtitution of the United States for any individual late 
to make the regulations requeſted in the ſaid petition, without having firf 
obtained the conſent of the United States; nor does the utility of the regu- 
lation propoſed appear to the committee ſo obvious, as to render it expedient 
to make ſuch application on the part of this ſtate to the United States : The 
following reſolution is therefore ſubmitted, v7. 
Reſolved, That the Biſcuit-Bakers of the city of Philadelphia have leave to 
withdraw their petition. | 5 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
The committee appointed November gth laſt, on the petition of the Loat- 
bread Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity thereof, made re- 
port, which was read, as follows, vis. 5 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Bakers of loaf 
bread of the city of Phzladelphia, and the vicinity thereof, report 
That the requeſt contained in the petition appears to have originated from 
a laudable deſire of promoting the health and welfare of their fellow-citizens, 
yet as the laws in force, if duly executed, are ſufficiently competent to pre- 
vent the repetitions of the frauds and adulterations of bread complained of, 
the committee apprehend the farther interference of the Legiſlature would 
be unneceſſary: The following reſolution is ſubmitted, vz. 

Reſolved, That the Bakers of the city of Philadelphia, and the vicinity 
thereof, 'have leave to withdraw their petitions. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 

The committee appointed February 18th, on the petition of John Hile, 
of Northumberland county, made report, which was read, as follows, . 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Jobn Lytle, of Nor- 
thumberland county, report 8 | 
That in the opinion of your committee this Houſe ought to be extremely 
cautious in interfering with the executive part of government, but at the ſame 
time; where lenity can be extended to the unfortunate, without injury to.the 
public, it ought to be done: And as it appears to your committee that the 
| petitioner, ohn Lytle's, caſe is ſingular and diſtreſſing, that his ſuffering 18 
neither the effect of folly or vice, but the effect of a train of misfortunes that 
he could neither foreſee or prevent, and as he only prays for a reſpite for 
. ſome time, and as the ſtate can ſtill be ſecured in the balance due her, you! 
committee are of opinion that the prayer of his petition ought to be granted: 
Influenced by theſe conſiderations, your committee offer the following reſo- 
lution, vis. | | 8 
That it be recommended to the Supreme Executive Council to ſtay a 
farther proceedings againſt the ſaid John Lytle, of Northumberland count), 
for ſuch time as they may judge reaſonable and proper, and take ſuch other 


ſteps as they judge neceſſary in order to ſecure the ſtate; and that th 
| reſolution, 
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reſolution, together with the petition of John Lytle, be tranſmitted to 


her Council. EY | — 
Ordered to lie on the table. wat wad | 
The committee appointed November 20th laſt, on the petition of a num- 
ion ber of the draymen of the city of Philade/phia, made report, which was 
read, as follows, vix. | 


The committee on the petition of a number of the draymen of the city of 
Philadelphia report—— —_ | | 1 | 

That the prayer of this petition is founded on the ſuppoſed hardſhip of en- 
in- forcing the execution of a law paſſed in the year 1769, of which the peti- 
ate ioners alledge they were ignorant, at the time of providing themſelves with 
carriages contrary to the proviſions which it eſtabliſhes. This induces the 
committee to obſerve, that it is a general principle, neceſſary for the ſafety 
of ſociety, that a breach of the law cannot be juſtified by the ignorance of 
the offender. Were the contrary propoſition admitted, all approaches to 
knowledge and improvement would be diſcouraged; he who wiſhed to eſcape 


laws, the benefits of civil ſociety wohld be deſtroyed. Of the caſe particu- 
larly in queſtion the committee have only to remark, that the general relaxa- 
ation of internal regulations, occaſioned by the incidents of the late war, may 
perhaps ſuggeſt a lenient execution of the a&, but that this Houſe cannot 
grant the prayer of the petition, without endangering principles neceſſary to 
give effect to their own legiſlative procedures: And they ſubmit the follow- 
ing reſolution, Viz. © 5] | | I 

Reſolved, That leave be given to withdraw the petition preſented by a num- 
ber of the draymen of the city of Philadelphia. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 


bruary 17th inſtant, the petition of the inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in 
Franklin county, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 

The committee on ways and means, to whom was re-committed the 
petition of the inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in Franklin county, ſtating 
that Thomas M Doell had been appointed Collector of taxes in ſaid town- 
ſhip in the place of Robert Wilſon, who had refuſed to ſerve ; that M. Dowell 

did not chooſe to perform ſaid duty, from an idea that his appointment, 
- W coming from the Commiſſioners of Cumberland county, was illegal; that. 
had the taxes of the year 1782 been demanded in due time, money could 
have been eaſily raiſed to diſcharge the tax aforeſaid ; that demanding the 
whole now would be attended with ruinous oppreſſion ; and praying the Houſe 
to authoriſe the Commiſſioners of Franklin county to proportion ſaid tax, to 
be paid by three or four annual inſtalments. | | 

The ſeventh ſection of the act of General Aſſembly, paſſed the ninth 
September, 1784, directs that all taxes or arrears of taxes laid, directed to 
be laid, or become due within Franklin county, before the paſſing of ſaid 
act, ſhall be levied and collected in like manner as if ſaid act had not been 
paſſed ; from which your committee conclude, that the powers of the Com- 
miſſioners of Cumberland are as effectual at this time as they were in the 
year 1782, ſo far as reſpects the appointment of perſons to collect the ar- 
tears of taxes in Peter's townſhip, laid prior to the diviſion of ſaid county, 
without the further intervention of the Legiſlature. The committee are 

e | Oo alſo 
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puniſhment would be ſure to ſhun information, and, with the efficacy of the 


The committee on ways and means, to whom was re-committed, Fe- 
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Lim 3 
alſo inclined to believe, that ſeven years uſe of money will be a ſuflicjcy, 
compenſation to individuals for any diſadvantage they may have experienced 
from the delay complained of; and therefore offer the following retolu« 
tion, viz. HE. Wk | 
- Reſolved, That the inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in Franklin county 
have leave to withdraw their petition. | | „ 
Ordered to lie on the table. pie | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ 4 
Act io repeal part of the additional ſupplement to the ads for the regulati 
„ the militia of this commonwealth,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 7 
The bill, entituled “ An Adt to regulate the exportation of Pot- Aſh and 
% Pearl- Aſb, having been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the table, 
enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to ſign the ſame. 
On motion, | | EN | bo, | | 
Ordered, That the bill, entituled «© An A to incorporate the Carpenter; 
« Company of the city and county of Philadelphia,” be committed to Mr. 
Rawle, Mr. Afbmead and Mr. Britton. : | 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, February 23, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition from the truſtees of the public ſchool of Germantown was read, 
ſetting forth, that they have erected a ſeminary of learning for the education 
of youth, but that the ſaid town abounds with children, whoſe parents, al- 
though induſtrious, are not in circumſtances to afford them proper education, 
nor do the funds ariſing from private benefactions enable the truſtees to ex- 
tend their aſſiſtance beyond the compaſs of a ſmall number of the deſtitute 
youth of both ſexes, and praying a part of the unappropriated lands may be 
granted them, with ſuch other aids as this Houſe may deem proper for pre- 
ſent relief. | LEED DE en, | 

Ordered to lie on the table, 5 

A petition from Robert Thorn was read, together with a certificate accom- 
panying the ſame, ſetting forth, that he has expended a ſum of money in re- 
moving the obſtructions and clearing the navigation of the Delaware, at Wellis 
and Howell's Falls, a part of which hath been repaid him by individuals re- 
ſiding on and near the ſaid river; nevertheleſs a balance ſtill remains due to 
him of forty pounds five ſhillings and eight-pence for thoſe ſervices rendered to 
the public; therefore praying this Houſe to grant him ſuch compenſation as 
they may judge proper. N | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The committee appointed February 18th, on the petitions of the inhabit- 
ants of Brothers Valley, Elk-lick, Quemahoning, Milford, and Turkey-Foot 
townſhips, in the county of Bedford, made report, which was read, as fol- 
lows, vis. | | | | 

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of ſundry inhabitants 
of Bedford county, beg leave to report- nb 5 

That although the ſeat of juſtice in ſaid county is very inconvenient to the 
petitioners, yet theſe townſhips being thinly ſettled, they are at preſent -— 

7s „„ wea 
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enk to be erected into a ſeparate county, eſpecially as there is a committee 
pointed to bring in a bill to annex Turkey-Foot townſhip to the county of 
gette: We therefore offer the following reſolution, vs. e 
Reſolved, That the petitions of a conſiderable number of the inhabitants of 
e townſhips of Turkey-Foot, Brothers Valley, Ele- lick, Milford and Que- 
uboning, in the county of Bedford, praying to be erected into a ſeparate 
cunty, cannot at this time be granted. EE 

Ordered to lie on the table. 5 25 
On motion of Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. White, Ve 
Ordered, That the order of the day for the third reading of the bill, enti- 
led“ An Ad to enable the officers of the Land-Office to iſſue warrants of re- 
« heation in the caſes therein deſcribed,” be poſtponed until Friday next, and 
hat it be the order for that day. | 5 85 

The committee appointed February 15th, on the petition of Laughlin 
Cartney, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. ; 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Laughlin M*Cart- 
and others, report h ; 
That your committee are of opinion, that as the magiſtrates of the county 
Northumberland were acting under the authority and by the direction of 
vwernment, thoſe perſons who furniſhed them with the neceſſary ſupplies 
n that occaſion are entitled to a reaſonable compenſation for the ſame, but 
om the length of time that has elapſed ſince this buſineſs was tranſacted, 
id from the form in which the claimants have brought forward their ac- 
wunts, your committee are unable to determine on the propriety: of admit- 
ng them ; but in order that juſtice may be done to thoſe who furniſhed ne- 
ſary ſupplies, and in order to prevent the ſtate from being charged with 
y unjuſt or unneceſſary expence, they ſubmit the following reſolution, viz. 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, empowering 
e Supreme Executive Council to appoint ſuitable perſons to 
cet at the town of Sunbury, who, after due notice given to the claima ts, 
all proceed to examine all claims made for proviſions and ſupplies furnithed 
e magiſtrates in their attempt to enforce the laws of Pennſylvania at Wyo- 
1g, in ſuch way, and under ſuch regulations, as Council ſhall direct and 
point; and the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall report their proceedings to Cun- 
| for their approbation, and to be by them tranſmitted to the Comptroller- 
eneral for his examination; and empowering the Preſident or Vice-Preſident 
Council to draw orders on the Treaſurer of the ſtate for the payment of 
ch allowed claims, as alſo a reaſonable compenſation to the ſaid Commiſ- 
ders. . | | | 
| Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The report on the petition of John Lytle, read yeſterday, was read the 
cond time. 5 | 
Ordered, That the ſame be re-committed. | 
The report read February 18th inſtant, on the ſubject of the defence of 
e fouth-weſt frontier of this ſtate, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
A motion was made by Mr. Ryerſon, ſeconded by Mr. Alon, 5 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid report, in order to ſubſtitute the 
lowing motion in lieu thereof, vis. . 
Whereas it hath been repreſented to this Houſe, from good authority, 


the Indians have in every year, for many years paſt, harraſſed and di- 
| | | | ſtreſſed 
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welfare and happineſs of the ſtate depend thereon. 


thereof, have leave to withdraw their petition. 


rect the manufactures of this flate,” be diſcharged. 
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ſtreſſed the inhabitants on the weſtern frontiers of this ſtate, and are likel; 
to continue ſo to do, unleſs ſome proviſion is made againſt their future mur 


ders and depredations: And whereas this commonwealth is deſirous of pro 
curing protection and ſafety for all its citizens, in as much as the peacy 


Reſolved, That this Houſe hereby recommend to the Supreme Executi 
Council to make application to the Preſident and Congreſs of the Unite 
States, requeſting a protection for the inhabitants of the weſtern frontiers 
this ſtate againſt the future hoſtile incurſions of the Indians, and that this ri 
ſolution be tranſmitted to Council, that they may take immediate meaſur, 
ther eon. „„!!! 7 ln ab | 1 
And on the queſtion, “ Will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement, for il 
n purpoſe afereſaid?” „ Tag tt 
It was carried in the affirmative, and the motion adopted. 
The report on the petition of the Loaf-bread Bakers of the city of Pi 
delphia, and the vicinity thereof, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time 
W hereupon | = 5 | | 
Reſolved, That the Bakers of the city of Philadelphia and the vicini 


The report on the petition of the Biſcuit-bakers of the city of Phlac 
pbia, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That the Biſcuit-bakers of the city of Philadelphia, have lea 
to withdraw their petition. 8 

The report on the petition of a number of the draymen of the city 
Philadelphia, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That leave be given to withdraw the petition preſented b 
number of the draymen of the city of Philadelphia. 

A motion was made by Mr. Faux, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, in i 
words following, vis. var 3 8 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed, to conſider the moſt prop 


ear 
mode of appointing the next Repreſentatives for this ſtate in the Congre ( 
of the United States, and report what they think moſt proper thereof Th, 
Whereupon 2 F | TN 


On motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Boys, 
Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed until Thu ne 
and that the ſame, together with the motion made by Mr. Finley, ſecon 9015 
by Mr. Rhea, February 11th, be the order for that day. N 
On motion, | „ 
Ordered, That the committee appointed November 19th laſt, on that pſec, 
of the report reſpecting the act, entituled * An AF to encourage and, 


On motion, 8 
Ordered, That Mr. Raule be added to the committee appointed Nov 
ber 4th, to bring in a bill to alter and amend the bankrupt laws, Se. 
On motion, | | | | 
Ordered, That Mr. Gurney be added to the committee appointed Net 
ber gth, to bring in a bill for the purpoſe of altering and amending the | 
laws of this commonwealth. 1 
The bill, entituled An Act to ſuſpend, for a limited time, /0 much of 
act of Aſſembly to regulate the fiſheries in the rivers Codorus and Cones 


L 7] . 


ad the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
iſhed for conſideration. 5 Fo 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


mM MHeane/day, February 24, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. * | | 
A petition from a number of the members of the Preſbyterian Congrega- 
ton of Ea/t-Conococheague, in the county of Franklin, was read, praying 
o be incorporated. „ „ | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 85 
The committee appointed February 18th, to viſit the Pennſylvania Hoſpital, 
made report, which was read, as follows, vis. | 
The committee appointed to viſit the Pennſylvania Hoſpital beg leave to 
port | 
That they have performed that ſervice, and had the ſatisfaction to find 
bat the ſeveral wards and apartments, as well as the patients in ſaid hoſpi- 
l, were kept clean, warm and comfortable, and the economy of the houſe 
terits great approbation. | „ | 
On comparing the accounts of ſeveral years, your committee were pleaſed 
0 find that the capital ſtock of ſaid hoſpital has increaſed within the laſt 
wen years between /ix and ſeven thouſand pounds, owing to the contributions 
f well-diſpoſed perſons ; but they are ſorry to ſay, that the funds are yet 
v0 ſmall to enable the Managers to render the inſtitution fo extenfively uſe- 
ul as it formerly was, the late war having leſſened their capital about en 
ſand pounds. The capital at this time produces about nine hundred pounds 
year, and they expend nearly twice that ſum. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 18 | | 
The committee appointed February 18th, on the petition of the inhabit- 
ts of Waſhington, Turbutt and Derry townſhips, in the county of North- 
berland, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. _ 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the inhabitants of 
ofington, Turbutt and Derry townſhips, in Northumberland county, re- 


7 


t. — | | 
That it appears to your committee that the petitioners are ſituate at an 
convenient diſtance from the place, where by law they are obliged to meet 
the purpoſe of holding their annual elections: And whereas, agreeably 
the eighteenth ſection of the conſtitution of this commonwealth, in order 
at the freemen of this commonwealth may enjoy the benefit of election 
equally as may be, until the repreſentation ſhall commence as directed 
the foregoing ſection, each county, at its own choice, may be divided 
o diſtricts, &c. your committee ſubmit the following reſolution, vg. 
That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted into a 
„to enable the inhabitants of Waſhington, Turbutt and Derry town- 
Ps, in the county of Northumberland, to hold their annual elections at 
houſe now occupied by Daniel Cruger. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


ie, 


Pp Ordered, 


« as relates to the erecting of platforms to the dams therein mentioned,” was 


he petition of Mary Harriſon, read February 22d, was read the ſecond 
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E 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Boys and Mr, Ryerſ 


to report thereon. WS: BEE | . 
The petition of Robert Thorn, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That the ſame be referred to the committee on claims, to repor 
thereon. 3 - 15 | | 
The report of the committee on the petition of the commiſſioners of Hy 
pbin county, read February 15th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
KRefolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be paſt 
into a law, for appropriating\ſo much of the rents of the ferry called Hane 
ris's ferry, as may be ſufficient, for the purpoſe of compleating the erectia dt 
of the neceſſary public buildings for the uſe of Daupbin county. 
Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Erb and Mr. Lilly be a committee, e 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. _ 


The report of the committee on ways and means, on the petition of th © 
inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in the county of Franklin, read Februr 
22d, was read the ſecond time : Whereupon A —_ F 

Refolved, That the inhabitants of Peter's townſhip, in Franblin county ' 
| ® U 


have leave to withdraw their petition. : | | 
 Agreeably to leave given, November 3oth laſt, the Houle reſolved itſel 
into a committee of the whole, in order to take into conſideration th © 
amendments propoſed by Congreſs to the conſtitution of the United States. 
" Mr. Speaker quitted the chair, and the Chairman was placed therein. 

After ſome time ſpent in diſcuſſing the ſubject, _ - ö 

The Chairman quitted the chair, and Mr. Speaker reſumed it. | 

The Chairman then made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 

The committee of the whole Houſe beg leave to report—— 

That they have deliberately conſidered the ſeveral articles of amendmen 
propoſed by the Congreſs of the United States, and ſubmit the following 
reſolutions, vir. „„ 2.) | | 

: Reſolved, That this Houſe do ratify the following articles, propoſed by the 
Congreſs of the United States as amendments to the conſtitution of the 
United States, v72. „ e 

ART. III. Congreſs ſhall make no law reſpecting an eſtabliſhment of rc 
ligion, or prohibiting the free exerciſe thereof; or abridging the freedom 0 
ſpeech, or of the preſs; or the right of the people peaceably to aſſemble, a! 
to petition the government for a redreſs of grievances. 

ART. IV. A well regulated militia being neceſſary to the ſecurity of aire 
ſtate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms ſhall not be infringe 

ART. V. No ſoldier ſhall in time of peace be quartered in any houle 
without the conſent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner © 
be preſcribed by law. r 3 

Ak r. VI. The right of the people to be ſecure in their perſons, houles 
papers and effects, againſt unreaſonable. ſearches and ſeizures, ſhall not bl 
violated ; and no warrants ſhall jiſſue but upon probable cauſe, ſupportes 0! 
oath or: affirmation, and particularly deſcribing the place to be ſearched, a 
the perſons or things to be ſeized. . 1 F 

Ax T. VII. No perſon ſhall be held to anſwer for a capital, or otherwil 
infamous crime, unleſs on a preſentment or indictment of a Grand Ju!) 
except in caſes arifing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when b 
actual ſervice in time of war or public danger; nor ſhall any perſon be ſu 


ject, for the ſame offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or . 
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wall be compelled, in any criminal cafe, to be a witneſs againſt himſelf, nor 
he deprived of life, liberty or property, without due proceſs of law; nor 
ſhall private property be taken for public uſe, Tithout juſt compenſation. 

ART. VIII. In all criminal, proſecutions, the accuſed ſhall enjoy the right 
to a ſpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the ſtate and diſtrict 
wherein the crime ſhall have been committed, which diſtrict ſhall have been 
previouſly aſcertained by law; and to be informed of the nature and cauſe of 
the accuſation; to be confronted with the witneſſes againſt him; to have 
compulſory proceſs for obtaining witneſſes in his favour, and to have the aſ- 
ſiſtance of Counſel for his defence. 

ART. IX. In ſuits at common law, where the value in controverſy ſhall 
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury ſhall be preſerved; and no 
fat, tried by a jury, ſhall be otherwiſe re-examined in any Court of the 
United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 
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nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments inflicted. 
unty 
; be conſtrued to deny or diſparage others retained by the people. 
itſe] ART. XII. The powers not delegated to the United States by the conſti- 
th fotion, nor prohibited by it to the ſtates, are reſerved to the ſtates reſpec- 
tes, Ml tively, or to the people. Rees | | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the pur- 
poſes contained in the above reſolution. ET 
\ . Ordered to lie on the table. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A, M. 


_ Thurſday, February 25, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | | 

A petition from the truſtees of the College, Academy and Charitable School 
of Philadelphia, in the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, was read, ſetting forth, 
that the funds of the ſaid College, &c. have become inſufficient to anſwer 
the laudable purpoſes of the inſtitution; and praying, that in as much as the 
fame is the moſt antient ſeminary in the ſtate, they may not remain alone un- 
endowed, and unafliſted with the public bounty. 
* Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from Leonard Young was read, ſtating his preſent diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation, occaſioned by wounds received during the late war and other caſual- 
ties, and praying this Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, and grant 
him relief. - Te | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | | 

The committee appointed February 17th, on the petition of John Church 
nan, made report, which was read, as follows, v:z. | 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Jobn Churchman, of 
the city of Philadelphia, praying for the patronage and afliſtance of this Houſe 
do enable him to carry into effect certain principles, by which he is enabled 
“Las is by him ſet forth) to determine the preciſe variation of the-magnetic 
edle, for any part of the globe, for any time, paſt, preſent, or to come, 
: and to aſcertain. thereby the longitude of any place, by ſea or land, report— 

That they have conferred with the ſaid John Churchman, and enquired in- 
to the principles aforeſaid ; and although your committee cannot undertake 

| | £5 | S Og 


ART. X. Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceſſive fines impoſed, 


Ax rr. XI. The enumeration in the conſtitution of certain rights ſhall not 
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1 
properties, or to deſcribe all the uſes or benefits which may ariſ 
he application of the principles aforeſaid, yet: they will hazard an opi- 
ion that the charts or maps delineated by, and now engraving under the di. 

rection of, the ſai1 Jobn Churchman, may have a great tendency to lead into 
further diſcoveries of the true principles and laws of the variation of the mag- 
netic needle, the application thereof to the uſeful purpoſe of regulating fur. 
veys of land, and poſſibly to the a of the longitude at ſea and land, 
as ſet forth by the petitioner. 

Your committee, under this belief, 22 underſtanding the expence of en- 
graving the ſaid charts or maps will be heavy for the petitioner to bear, and 
being unwilling to ſuffer any improvements in ſcience to be loſt to the pub- 
lic, are of opinion that the aſſiſtance of the Legiſlature ſhould be extended 
8 the petitioner, for the purpoſe N Therefore ſubmit the following 

lution, vi. 

e/ofved, That a committee be x tet to bring i in a bill, a the 
Supreme Executive Council to ſubſcribe for ſets of Jobn Churchman's 
« Variation Charts or Maps of all the Northern Hemiſphere,” (agreeably to 
the terms propoſed by him for the publication thereof ) for the uſe of this 
ſtate, to be diſtributed as the Legiſlature may hereafter direct; to be paid 
for out of the fund particularly ſet apart by law for improvements. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of Turkey- 
Foot, Brothers Valley, Elk-lick, Milford and Quemaboning townſhips, in the 
county of Begfora, read February 230. was read the: ſecond time: Where- 
upon 

P Reſolved, That the prayer of the petitions of a conſiderable number of 
the inhabitants of the townſhips of Turkey-Foot, Brothers Valley, Elk-lick, 
Milford and Quemaboning, in the county of Bedford, praying to be erected 
into a ſeparate county, cannot at this time be granted. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe reſumed the conſideration 
of the motions made February I 3th and February 23d, reſpecting the elec- 
tion of Repreſentatives for this ſtate in the Congreſs of the United States. 

Mr. Finley then withdrew his motion made CORY 13th, ſeconded by 
Mr. Rhea, 

And the motion of Mr. Vaux and Mr. Kennedy was adopred, as follows, 
VIS. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed, to conſider the moſt expedient 
mode of appointing Repreſentatives for this ſtate in the Congreſs of the United 
States, and report what they think moſt proper thereon. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Rhea, 

To appoint a grand committee, conſiſting of a member from each county, 
for the purpoſe contained in the foregoing reſolution. 

On the queſtion, — „% Will the Houje agree to appoint a grand « committee ? 

It was carried in the negative, Whereupon | 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Dering, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. 
Nevil, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Lloyd be a committee, to bring in a bill con- 
formably to the ſaid reſolution. 

The petition of the Truſtees of the public ſchool of Germantown, read 


February 23d, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referr — to Mr. Aſbmead, Mr r. Thomas and Mr. Moore, 


to report thereon. 


lerer 
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Agreeably to leave given, a member-preſented to the chair a bill, entituled 
An Adt to incorporate the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Congregation belonging to St. 
« David's commonly called Radnor) Church, in the county of Delaware,” 
rhich was read the firſt time, and | | | | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 


''the acts for the regulation of the militia of this commonwealth,” was read 

the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. | 

ned for conſideration. - | 

The bill, entituled An AQ for further enlarging the time limited by the 

« af, entituled ** An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of cre- 

dit emitted in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and 

« for redeeming part of the fanded debt of this ſtate, for extending the time 

for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of independ- 

* ency, and for giving a right of pre-emption to actual ſettlers for procuring 

' warrants for the lands by them occupied,” was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 

The Houſe reſumed the confideration of the bill, entituled An A# to 

provide for the renewal of certificates in the caſes therein mentioned.” 

A motion was made by Mr. Rawl/e, ſeconded by Mr. Boys, 

To re-conſider the firſt enacting clauſe, : 

Which was carried in the affirmative. 

After ſome debate, | | i 

On the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe agree to the ſaid clauſe ?” 

It was determined in the negative. | 

A letter from ohn Nicholſon, Eſquire, Comptroller-General, was read. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, February 26, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A motion was made by Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Yaux, 


order on the reading of the Comptroller-General's letter, vg. Ordered to 
lie on the table.” 5 | 

On the queſtion, — Shall the ſaid words, ©* Ordered to lie on the table, 
* be expunged ?”'—the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. 
Gurney, were as follow, vis. 


T EE & &. | YE N:.3 . p 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 10 James Bryan, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 11 Richard Thomas, 
3 Wilham Rawle, 12 Richard Downing, jun. 
- 4 Francis Gurney, 13 James Clemſon, 
5 Samuel Aſhmead, 14 Henry Dering, 
6 Thomas Britton, 15 Jacob Erb, 
7 Gerardus Wynkoop, x 16 John Miller, 
8 Valentine Upp, 17 Thomas Clingan, 
9 John Chapman, 18 Jacob Schmyſer, 


Qq 
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The bill, entituled “ An Act to repeal part of the additional ſupplement to 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
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To expunge that part of the minutes of yeſterday, which contains the 
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Delap, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 


E as 3 - 


LEES Cp . 


19 John Stewart, | 27 Jonathan Roberts, 
20 Thomas Lilley, 28 Benjamin Markley, 
21, William Godfrey, 29 James Vaux, 
22 Peter Ealer, 30 John Carſon, 
23 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 31 James Me Creigbt, 
24 Antbony Lerch, jun. 32 David Stewart, 
25 Thomas Ryerſon, 33 Hugh Lloyd, 
26 Jacob Reit, 34 Richard Riley. 
S. S8. 
1 Elias Boys, 14 John Baird, 
2 John Hophins, 15 James Barr, 
3 James Cunningham, 16 James Alliſon, 
4 YJojeph Reed, 17 Alexander Wright, 
5 Thomas Kennedy, 18 James Marſhall, 
6 David Mitchell, 19 John Gilchreeſt, 
7 Jonathan Hoge, EY.» 20 James Finley, 
8 Jobn Ludwig, 21 James Febnſton, 
9 Nicholas Lutz, 22 Tohn Rhea, 
10 John Moore, 23 Jacob Miley, 
it Herman Huſband, © 224 Fohn Nevil, 
12 Samuel Mac lay, 25 John Harris. 


13 John White, | 
So it was carried in the affirmative. 


A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, containing an accoun 
of certain tranſactions between the Regiſter-General and himſelf, in the 
official intercourſe. | 
| Ordered to lie on the table. . 

A memorial and petition from James Biddle, Eſquire, Prothonotary « 
the Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, was read, ſetting forth 
that on the twentieth day of March, 1783, an a& was paſſed, laying a du 
of five ſhillings and ſeven-pence upon all original, judicial and meſne proce 
iſſuing out of the office of Prothonotary of the ſaid county; that ſince th 
paſſing of the ſaid law a conſiderable part of the ſaid county hath been ered 
ed into a ſeparate county, the juriſdicton of Juſtices of the Peace extend 
in matters of debt to the ſum of ten pounds, and original juriſdiction givet 
to the Supreme Court in caſes above the value of fifty pounds; that fro 
theſe, and other cauſes, the number of ſuits brought in the ſaid court hati 


| vaſtly diminiſhed, and is ſtill decreaſing, and the profits of the ſaid offict 


while charged with the ſaid tax, no longer capable of yielding a ſupp 


adequate to the importance of it; therefore praying he may be relieved fro 


the payment of the ſaid tax. | | 
- Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The petition of the members of the Preſbyterian congregation of Eaf 
Conococheague, read February 24th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. | 


The committee appointed November 27th laſt, on the petition of San 


Thi 


1 


The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Samuel Delap, pray- 
ing that the duty and all reſtrictions be taken off the ſale of books by auc- | 


tion, report | 

That they have conſidered the ſubje&, without being able to diſcover 
any good reaſon why this ſpecies of property ſhould be exempted from duty; 
and therefore offer the following reſolution, vix. | 


Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Samuel Delap ought not to be 


granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


The committee appointed November 27th laſt, on the petition of John. | 


Chaloner and others, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of John Chaloner and 
others, praying that a law may be enacted, to authoriſe ſuch additional 
number of perſons to hold auctions in the city of Philadelphia, and its li- 
berties, as can give ſatisfactory ſecurity for the duties to the ſtate, after in- 


veſtigating the ſubject, are of opinion that ſome alterations ought to take 


place in the exiſting laws; that lowering the duty upon ſales of wet goods, 
and ſuch as are generally called groceries, would render the revenue more 
roductive; and therefore offer the following reſolution, viz. 
Ręſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to licence an 
additional number of Auctioneers in the city of Philadelphia, and the neigh- 
bourhood thereof, under ſuch regulations and reſtrictions as this Aſſembly 


ſhall judge expedient, and to bring in a clauſe to reduce the preſent duty 


upon the ſales of all wet goods and groceries ſold at vendue. 
Ordered to lie on the table. e | 
The committee appointed February 12th inſtant, on the repreſentation of 
the Managers of the Pennſylvania Hoſpital, made report, which was read, 
as follows, vs. | „ 
The committee on the repreſentation of the Managers of the Pennfyfoania 
Hoſpital report | <3 k 
That although a general mode of compelling Executors to give notice of 
legacies and deviſes of a public or charitable nature would be conſiſtent with 
juſtice and ſound policy, yet the committee have been unable to deviſe any 
plan for the purpoſe, which would not be attended with inconveniencies: 
The following reſolution is therefore ſubmitted, viz. 
Reſolved, That the Managers of the Pennſylvania Hoſpital have leave to 
withdraw their repreſentation made to this Houſe. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The report on the petition of Laughlin M*Cartney, read February 23d, 
was read the ſecond time. 5 | 
And on the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the following reſolution ?” 


diz. | | 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, empowering | 


the Supreme Executive Council to appoint ſuitable perſons to 
meet at the town of Sunbury, who, after due notice given to the claimants, 
(hall proceed to examine all claims made for proviſions and ſupplies furniſhed 


the magiſtrates in their attempt to enforce the laws of Pennſylvania at Wyo- 


ning, in ſuch way, and under ſuch regulations, as Council ſhall direct and 


appoint ; and the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall report their proceedings to Co 
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order for that day. | 


**-thbe Officers of the Land-Office to iſſue warrants of re-location in the caji 
* therern deſeribed,” was read the third time. 


read, ſetting forth, that the laws now in force for the preſervation of the 
fiſh, and facilitating the navigation of the river Schuylkill, are inadequate to 
anſwer the good purpoſes thereby intended, on account of the numerous 
dams which obſtruct the ſame. 1 nl 


ſeſſed of a large number of certificates of depreciation, new-loan and fund- 
ed debt, which have been redeemed by the ſales of lands, lots, &c. the pro- 
perty of the ſtate, and alſo of new-loan debt, which have been redeemed by 
exchanging for them the continental certificates ; likewiſe a great number of 
each of the ſpecies aforeſaid, taken in for others granted for accommodation 
of individuals and change in the land-office; and ſuggeſting the propriety of 
paſſing an act, authoriſing the committee of accounts to count, burn and de- 
ſtroy the ſame. | ö | | 


The petition of Leonard Young, read February 25th, was read the ſecond. 


me. 5 8 : 
1 That it be referred to the grand committee on claims, to report be a 
thereon. . | | 


* 
eil for their approbation, and to be by them tranſmitted to the Comptroller. 
General for his examination; and empowering the Preſident or Vice-Preſident 


in Council to draw orders on the Treaſurer of the ſtate for the payment of 


ſuch allowed claims, as alſo a reaſonable compenſation to the ſaid Commic. Wi © 


ſioners. : \ N 

It was carried in the negative. ; | 

On motion of Mr. Raw/e, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 

Ordered, That Monday next be aſſigned for the ſecond reading of the re. 
port of the committee of the whole on the ſubject of the amendments pro- 
poſed by Congreſs to the conſtitution of the” United States, and that it be the 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill, entituled “ An Aci to ent}; 


And the firſt enacting clauſe being under conſideration, _ 
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Hoge, 
To adjourn. | | 


Adjourned, accordingly, until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, February 27, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 7 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Berks was 


Ordered to lie on the table. „„ 5 
A petition from John Webb was read, ſetting forth, that in the year 1774 


he mortgaged to the Truſtees of the then General Loan- Office a certain tract 
of land, fituated in the county of Nortbumberiland, to ſecure the payment of 
one hundred and ninety-two pounds; that by reaſon of the late Indian war, 
and other misfortunes, he is unable to diſcharge the ſaid mortgage, and the 
intereſt thereon accrued; and praying this Houſe to grant him relief in the 
premiſes. | | | 


Ordered to lie on the table. 5 OE | 
A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, ſtating, that he is pol- 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


The 


# ans 7 


The petition of this truſtees of the College, * and Charitable School 
of Philadelphia, read February 25th inſtant, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Lille and Mr. Hoge, to 
report thereon. 

The Houſe reſamed the conſideration of the report on the petition of a 
number of the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and Northumberland, re- 
ſpecting a road to Cataweſſy, poſtponed TOR 20th inſtant. 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

The report on the petition of John Chaloner and others, read February 
26th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to > licence an 
additional number of Auctioneers in the city of Philadelphia, and the neigh- 
bourhood thereof, under ſuch regulations and reſtrictions as this Aſſembly 
hall judge expedient, and to bring in a clauſe to reduce the preſent duty up- 
on the ſales of all wet goods and groceries ſold at vendue. 

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Clingan and Mr. Hoge be a committee, 
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 

Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented: to the chair a bill, entituled 
An AF to incorporate the Preſbyterian Congregation of Eaſt- -Conococheague, 
© in tbe county of Franklin,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 
The conſideration of the firſt enacting h_ of the bill, entituled « A 


f 
x 


© in the caſes therein deſcribed,” recurring; after ſome debate thereon, 
On the queſtion, —* Will the Houſe agree to the ſame? 
It was determined in the negative. 
n until three, o'clock on Os next, P. M. 
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9 March I, I 799. 1 M. N 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjoornment: 5 
The committee on claims, to whom was Bae? . 24th, the pe- 
tition of Robert Thorn, made report, which was read, as follows, biz. 


2 


Thorn, report- 
b That they have examined his chim, and are 1084 that the "DEM was 
_ Woecrformed in the Delaware at thoſe places mentioned in his petition, and to 
the advantage of navigation, and are of opinion that the ſaid Robert Thorn 
ought to be paid the balance of his account, being forty pounds five ſhillings 
and eigbt-pence; and therefore offer the following reſolution, vis. 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authoriſe 
the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council to draw an order on the State Trea- 


the rivers Delaware and Lebigb. 
Ordered to lie on the abe. 
On motion, | | 
Ordered, That Mr. Jabs; Mr. Britton, Mr. EOS and Mr. D. Stewart 
be added to the committee, to whom was referred the petition of the truſtees 


—_— 4 — on | 


Act to enable the Officers of the Land-Office to iſſue warrants of re-location 


The committee on claims, to whom was referred the petition. of Robert 


ſurer, in favour of Robert Thorn, for the ſum of forty pounds five ſhillings and 
eght-pence, payable out of the teen n, Pounds appropriated for 8 


Rc | . 


I 
n 


of Dickinſon College, and the petition of FRE n of the ; College, Ace. 
demy and Charitable School of Philadelphia. 
The petition of James Biddle, Eſq; read February 26th, was read the ft. 


cond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raoul, Mr. Ryerfo and Mr. Carſn, 
to report thereon. 

The petition of oba Webb, read February 27th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. e and Mr. Vaux, to 


report thereon. 
The letter from the Comptroller-General, read February 27th, was read 


the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Caray Mr.  Wiynkoop and Mr. Hoge, 


to report thereon. _ 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the report of the committee of th: 


. Whole on the ſeveral articles propoſed by Congreſs as amendments to the 
conſtitution of the United States, read February 24th, was read the ſecond 
time: Whereupon 

A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Harris, 

To poſtpone the ſaid report, in order to take into conſideration the firſt 
Article of the ſaid propoſed amendments, viz. 
AR. I. After the firſt enumeration required by the firſt Article of the 
«© conſtitution, there ſhall be one repreſentative for every thirty thouſand, 
% until the number ſhall amount to one hundred; after which the propor- 
« tion ſhall be ſo regulated by Congreſs, that there ſhall be not leſs than one 
„ hundred repreſentatives, nor leſs than one repreſentative for every forty 
« thouſand perſons, until the number of repreſentatives ſhall amount to two 
« hundred; after which the proportion ſhall be ſo regulated by Congrels, 
«+ that there {hall not be leſs than two hundred repreſentatives, nor more 
« than one repreſentative for every fifty thouſand perſons.” 
On the queſtion, — — Will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement, for the afore- 
« ſaid purpoſe?" —the Yeas and Nays being called by Me. Kennedy and Mr. 
Jobnſton, were as follow, VIZ. 


pA. 1 E 4 5. 
1 Francis Gurney, 15 James Barr, 
2 Thomas Clingan, 156 James Alliſon, 
3 Jaſepbh Reed, 1ꝓ Alexander Wright, 
4 John Stewart, 18 James Marſhall, 
Thomas Kennedy, 19 FJobn Gilebregſt, 
David Mitchell, | 20 James Finley, 
7 Jonathan Hoge, l 1 James Johnſton, 
4 Jobn Ludwig, 2 Jobn Rhea, 
g Nicholas Lutz, | , 2 Benjamin Markley, 
10 Anthony Lerch, 24 Jacob Miley, 
11 Jobn Moore, © 25 Jobn Carſon, 
12 Samuel Maclay, 26 James M*Creigbt, 
13 Jobn White, UC Jar Harris. 
14 Jobn Baird, 
r . 
I Lawrence Sicble, 3 Villiam Rawlhe, 
2 Jacob Hiltzbermer, - 4 Samuel Aſbmead, 


NAYS. 
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5 Thomas Paul, 19 Jobn Miller, 
6 Thomas Britton, 20 Jacob Schbmyſer, 
7 Elias Bt, 21 Thomas Lilley, 
8 Gerardus Wynkoop, 22 Milliam Godfrey, 
9 Valentine Upp, | 23 Stephen Bulliat. 
10 Jobn Chapman, | 24 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
II James Bryan, 25 Herman Huſband, 
12 Richard Thomas, | 26 Thomas Ryerſon, 
13 Richard Downing,. jun. 29 Jacob Reiß, 
14 James Clemſon, 28 Tonathan Roberts, 
15 Jobn Hopkins, 229 James Vaux, 
16 Henry Dering, 30 Obadiab Gore, 
17 James Cunningbam, 31 Jobn Nevil, 
18 Jacob Erb, 32 Richard Riley. 


So it was carried in the negative, 


And the faid report recurring, the Houſe adopted the following reſolu- 
tions, contained in the ſame, vx. ; | 
Reſalved, That this Houſe do ratify the following articles, propoſed by the 
Congreſs of the United States as amendments to the conſtitution of the 
United States, viz.  _ Ss 9 Ot a te de ON 1:5: my 
ART. III. Congreſs ſhall make no law reſpecting an eſtabliſhment of re- 
ligion, or prohibiting the free exerciſe thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
ſpeech, or of the preſs; or the right of the people peaceably to aſſemble, and 
to petition the government for a redreſs of grievances. a ft 
ART. IV. A well regulated militia being neceſſary to the ſecurity of a free 
ſtate, the right of the people to keep and bear arms ſhall not be infringed. 
ART. V. No ſoldier ſhall in time of peace be quartered in any houſe 
without the conſent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to 
be preſcribed by lag. . 1 | | 
ART. VI. The right of the people to be ſecure in their perſons, houſes, 
papers and effects, againſt unreaſonable ſearches and ſeizures, ſhall not be 
violated ; and no warrants ſhall iſſue but upon probable cauſe, ſupported by 
cath or affirmation, and particularly deſcribing the place to be ſearched, and 
the perſons or things to be ſeized. - . | 
ART. VII. No perſon ſhall be held to anſwer for a capital, or otherwiſe 
infamous crime, unleſs on a preſentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, 
except in caſes ariſing in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in 
actual ſervice in time of war or public danger; nor ſhall any perſon be ſub- 
ect, for the ſame offence, to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor 
wall be compelled, in any criminal caſe, to be a witneſs againſt himſelf, nor 
de deprived of life, liberty or property, without due proceſs of law; nor 
ſhall private property be taken for public uſe, without juſt compenſation. 
ART. VIII. In all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed ſhall enjoy the right 
to a ſpeedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the ſtate and diſtrict 
herein the crime ſhall have been committed, which diſtrict ſhall have been 
previouſly aſcertained by law; and to be informed of the nature and cauſe of 
ae accuſation; to be confronted with the witneſſes againſt him; to have 
ompulſory proceſs for obtaining witneſſes in his favour, and to have the aſ- 


lance of counſel for his defence. 


ART. IX. 


Ax. XI. The enumeration in the conſtitution of certain rights ſhall not 
be conſtrued to deny or diſparage others retained by the people. 


poſes contained in the above reſolution. | 


ſtate, to be diſtributed as the Legiſlature may hereafter direct; to be paid 


this ſtate has been for ſome time in agitation, and proper meaſures for obtain- 


„ 

ART. IX. In ſuits at common law, where the value in controverſy pal 

exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury ſhall be preſerved ; and n; 

fact, tried by a jury, ſhall be otherwiſe re-examined in any Court of the 
United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

ART. X. Exceflive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceſſive fines impoſe, 

nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments inflicted. . ; 


ART. XII. The powers not delegated to the United States by the conſti- 
tution, nor prohibited by it to the ſtates, are reſerved to the ſtates reſpec- 
aQrely, ar 20-inc-peaple. a oo ONE 
- Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the pur- 


Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Kennedy be a committee, the | 
to bring in a bill conformably to ſaid reſolutions. 85 | 


The report on the petition of John Churchman, read February 25th, was 
read the ſecond time: Whereupon Gs 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, directing the 
Supreme Executive Council to ſubſcribe for ſets of Fohn Churchman' 
«© Variation Charts or Maps of all the Northern Hemiſphere,” (agreeabiy to 
the terms propoſed by him for the publication thereof) for the uſe of this 


for out of the fund particularly ſet apart by law for improvements. 
* Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Maclay be a commit- * 
tee, for the purpoſe contained in the foregoing reſolution. | 
The committee, to whom was re-committed,' February 27th, the report Ad 
on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the counties of Berks and ; 
Northumberland, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 55 
The committee, to whom was re- committed the petition of a number of 
the inhabitants of Ber#s and Northumberland, beg leave to report 
That as a general plan of improving the roads and internal navigation of Aj 


ing the neceſſary information thereunto relating are now taking, by direction Wl i 
of the Legiſlature, it will be expedient to poſtpone the conſideration of any 85 
particular improvement, until they ſhall be found to be proper parts of the 
general ſyſtem. N DE 5 
The committee therefore ſubmit the following reſolution, viz. 
| Reſolved, That the petitioners for a road to Caraweſſy, through Berks and 
Northumberland, have leave to withdraw their petition. _ | 
-_ Ordered to lie on the table. Don oo 
The report on the repreſentation of the Managers of the Pennſytuania Hoſ- 
pital, read February 26th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon | 
Refſolved, That the Managers of the Pennſylvania Hoſpital have leave to 
withdraw their repreſentation made to this Houſe, 
The report on the petition of Samuel Delap, read February 26th, was read 
the ſecond time: Whereupon _ - „„ Sd 
Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Samuel Delap ought not to be 0 
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. | | 
The report of the committee on that part of the meſſage of Council, which 
reſpects the northern boundary line of this ſtate being inſerted in Reading Hor 


ell's map, read February 16th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
| | | Reſolved, 


15 Þ 

Reſolved, That a clauſe be inſerted in the bill now before the Houſe, en- 
titule: “ An Act in favour of Reading Howell,“ authoriſing him, under the 
directions of Council, to delineate in his map the lines of this ſtate, as eſta- 
fiſhed by law, or otherwiſe agreed on and aſcertained. | | 

A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Raule, 

To re- conſider the reſolution adopted February 26th, on the report of the 
committee appointed on the petition of Laughlin M*Cartney and others. 

And on the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to re-confider the ſaid ręſo- 
ation? . 1 | 
It was carried in the affirmative : Whereupon 
Ordered, That the ſaid report be re-cominitted. 
The bill, entituled © An Act to repeal part of the additional ſupplement to 
« the atts for the regulation of the militia of this commonwealth,” was read 
the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
w. | | 
The bill, entituled «© An Af for the payment of the claim of Turnbull, 
i Marmie and Company, was read the third time, and confidered by para- 
raphs. 1 c | 
Tata was then made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 

To re-conſider the enacting clauſe, for the purpoſe of poſtponing the con- 
deration of the ſaid bill. OY 

On the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe agree to re-conjider, for the aforeſaid 
purpoſe? 


It was carried in the affirmative. 


* 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, March 2, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A petition from the Juſtices of the Court of Common Pleas for the coun- 
of Cheſter was read, praying the bill, entituled An AG for the better 
regulation and ſupport of the poor of Cheſter county,” which was depend- 
ig in the late Houſe of Aſſembly, may be taken into conſideration, and 
afſed into a law. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

A petition from William Murray was read, ſetting forth, that in the year 
774 he mortgaged his plantation, fituated in the county of Northumberland, 
0 the Truſtees of the then General Loan- Office, to ſecure the payment 
one hundred and eighty-four pounds, with the intereſt thereon accruing, 

Y yearly inſtalments, and ſtating that he hath paid part of the ſaid prin- 
pal and intereſt, but by reaſon of his ſerving as Sub-Lieutenant for three 
ſears within the ſaid county, and receiving a certificate for thoſe ſervices 


d unable to diſcharge the principal and intereſt remaining unpaid on faid 
nortgage. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
A petition from divers inhabitants of the townſhips of Birmingham and 
bornbury, in the county of Delaware, was read, praying the lines of the 
ad county may be extended up the Brandywine to Painter's ford, or to - 
| 8 8 ; Meęſi- 


or the ſum of ten pounds fixteen ſhillings and ſix-pence only, he is render- 


[ 16 ] 


Weſt-town line, and along the ſaid line to the Edgemont road; and on mo. 

tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. th 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. RBea, oT 

report thereon. es TE 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the townſhip of Fa, u. 


in the county of Franklin, was read, ſtating their inability to pay the tat iſ i 


aſſeſſed on them in the years 1781, 1782 and 1783, and praying they my 
be exonerated from the payment thereof. 255 
Ordered to lie on the table. : | 
A petition from the freeholders and other inhabitants of the townſhip of 
Birmingham, in the county of Delaware, was read, praying they may be re- 
annexed to Cheſter county; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the fame 
was read the ſecond time. | 045 ee 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Moore, Mr. Nevil and Mr. Rh, o 
report thereon. 15 | | | | 
On motion of Mr, Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Hiltzhermer, . 
Ordered, That the committee appointed November 13th laſt, to bring in 
a bill to amend the ſeveral acts of Aſſembly of this ſtate relative to the Boa 
of Wardens for the port of Ph:lade/phia, be diſcharged. 
A motion was made by Mr. Ryer/on, ſeconded by Mr. Marſhall, as fol. 
lows, viz. | | | | N | | 
Whereas this Houſe did on the twenty-third day of February laſt paſs 
reſolution, recommending it to the Supreme Executive Council to make 
application to the Preſident and. Congreſs of the United States for a protec- 
tion againſt the hoſtile incurſions. of the Indians on the weſtern frontiers of 
this ſtate: And whereas the ſeaſon is now nearly arrived when the hotil 


attacks of the Indians uſually commence, and as it is probable that ſome time 
muſt neceſſarily elapſe, before any protection can be afforded to the ſaid fron- 
tiers by the United States: Therefore | | 
Reſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be hereby 
directed to take ſuch meaſures for the ſafety of the ſouth-weſt frontier d - 
this ſtate, as to them may ſeem proper, and to draw on the Treaſurer of the ; 
ſtate for ſuch ſum or ſums of money as may be neceſſary for the above pu- tra; 
poſe, provided the ſame ſhall not exceed one hundred and fifty pounds; to be 4 
id out of the general revenues of the ſtate. 1 
Ordered to lie on the table. : | Mo 
The committee appointed February 12th laſt, on the petition of Leu aga. 
Nicolas, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. it e. 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Leis Nicolas, keep: tins 
er of the work-houſe of the city and county of Philadelphia, report mot 
That as the penal laws are now under conſideration of a committee of this C 
Houle, and as the prayer of the petition involves a ſubject which will neceſ. ua 
ſarily fall under their deliberation, and as it may be in their power to afford] N. / 
relief, without occaſioning any additional expence to the city or count A 
therefore the following reſolution is ſubmitted, vis. Vor, 


Reęſolved, That the petition of Lewis Nicolas, keeper of the work-houſe " mot 
the city and county of Philadelpbia, be referred to the committee on the pe- ( 
nal laws, to act thereon as they may think proper. ther, 

Ordered to lie on the table. | T 

The report of the committee, read yeſterday, on the petition of Roben 

Thorn, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon | _ | 
1 | ; Reſofvth 


[ 161 ] 


Refolued, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authoriſe 
the Preſident or Vice-Preſident in Council to draw an order on the State 
Treaſurer, in favour of Robert Thorn, for the ſum of forty pounds five ſhillings 
and eight-pence, to be paid out of the five thouſand pounds ſpecially appropri- 
ated by law for the payment of claims, as ſoon as that fund ſhall be ſuffi- 
ciently productive. | | | | 

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Jobnſton be a commit- 
tee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. N 

The committee appointed for the purpgſe reported a bill, entituled “ An 
« AF declgring the aſſent of this State to certain amendments to the conſtitution 
« of the United States,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 3 5 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled «© An 
Additional Supplement to the ſeveral acts of Aſſembly ręſpecting public auctions 
and autHoneers,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie. on the table. 1 

The bill, entituled An Act for ſettling the accounts of James Rowan, 
« late collector of taxes in the county of Philadelphia, and for other purpoſes 
« therein mentioned,” was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. | 1 1 | ; 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled “ An Ad re- 
« lating to the ſecurities to be given by Sheriffs and Coroners; and having 
fully conſidered the ſame by paragraphs, 


law. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Wedneſday, March 3, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


tranſactions between him and the Regiſter-General. 
” Ordered to lie on the table. | 


Munt-Pleaſant and Berwick, in the county of York, were read, remonſtrating 
"BY 22ainſt a diviſion of ſaid county, and praying, that if this Houſe ſhould deem 
it expedient to erect a part thereof into a ſeparate county, they may be con- 


b tinued and remain within the lines of the county of York aforeſaid ; and on 


notion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame were read the ſecond time. | 

I Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Britton, Mr. Chap- 
ef man, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Erb, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Ealer, Mr. Ryerſon and Mr. 
Riley, to report thereon. 3 | 

A petition from 77 inhabitants of Germany townſhip, in the county of 


York, was read, remonſtrating againſt a diviſion of the ſaid county; and on 


motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 


af Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to report 


thereon. 


* Or der ed, 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, ſtating certain official 


Petitions from 238 freeholders and taxable inhabitants of the townſhips of 


The petition of William Murray, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond 
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Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Britton, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Vaux, to 
report thereon. te VVV 

The petition of divers inhabitants of the county of Berks, read February 
27th, was read the ſecond time. be 5 | 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. Ludwig, Mr. Dering, Mx. 
Balliot, Mr. Maclay, Mr. Ryerſon and Mr. Car/on, to report thereon, 
The committee appointed February 20th, on the petition of the Paſtor 
and Truſtees of the German religious fociety of Roman Catholics of the Holy 
Trinity church, in the city of Philadelphia, made report, which was read, 
as follows, viz. | | | | wy | 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the corporation 
of the Paſtor and Truſtees of the German religious ſociety of Roman Ca- 
. tholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the city of Philadelphia, beg leave to 
report. OTE | 1 7 5 - 

Ehat it appears to your committee, that the ſaid corporation has inſtitut- 
ed a free ſchool for the tuition of the poor children belonging to the ſaid ſo- 
ciety; that their funds at this time are inſufficient to make the inſtitution 
generally uſeful, and it is reaſonable that like aid ſhould be afforded them 
as hath been granted to fimilar inſtitutions : Therefore ſubmit the following 
reſolution, vx. "I | . | 

Refolved, That the corporation of the Paſtor and Truſtees of the German 
religious ſociety of Roman Catholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the city 
of Philadelphia, have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpoſe of being enact- 
ed into a law, veſting in the ſaid corporation | acres of land, out 
of the fixty thouſand acres ſet apart by the act of General Aſſembly, paſſed 
the ſeventh day of April, 1786. | : 9 85 

Ordered to lie on the table. | . 

The committee appointed February 22d, on the petition of Martha Flower, 

made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 


The committee on the petition of Martba Flower, widow of Colonel Ben- 
jamin Flower, report LE | | 
That it appears the late Colonel Benjamin Flower held a commiſſion as Co- 
lonel, commanding a corps of artillery and artificers in the ſervice of the 
United States, from the ſixteenth day of July, 1776, to the time of his death, 
in the year 1781 ; that by a reſolution of Congrets of the eleventh day of Fe- 
bruary, 1778, his corps was expreſly declared to be entitled to all the bene- 
fits allowed to the corps of artillery in the ſame ſervice; that the Act of 
Aſſembly, paſſed the firſt day of March, 1780, grounded upon the reſolution 
of Congrels of the fifteenth day of May, 1778, extending the benefits con- 
taincd in that reſolution to the widows of ſuch officers as came within the 
meaning of that reſolve, appears to your committee to be a recognition of 
thoſe principles, upon which the prayer of the petitioner is founded: The 
committee therefore apprehend that the claim of Mrs. Flower is equally enti- 
tled to the bounty of Congreſs, through the intervention of this ſtate, in the 
manner adopted in ſo many other caſes, and ſubmit the following reſolu- 
tion, v:. & „ | | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, for the purpoſe of extending to Martba Flower, widow of Colo- 
nel Benjamin Flower, the-ſame relief, as in and by an act, entituled An Ad 


« for the more eſfectual ſuppiy and honorable reward of the Pennſylvania troops, 
; 1 N | 6 ws in 


* 


5 L 63 J 


jn the ſervice of the United States of America, is extended to the widows 
of military officers therein mentioned. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | a 

The committee appointed February 19th, on the petition of Peter Her/ler, 
nade report, which was read, as follows, viz. I 

The committee of claims, to whom was referred the petition of Peter 
Heiler, beg leave to report. 

That they have duly conſidered the ſubject matter of ſaid petition, and find 
that the militia fines are the fund for the payment of ſuch claims, and that 
my further interference of the Houſe at this time would be improper; and 
offer the following reſolution, vis. - | | 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Heifler ought not to b 
granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The report on the petition. of Lewis Nicolas, read March 2d, was read th 
ſecond time: Whereupon ; 

Reſolved, That the petition of Lewis Nicolas, keeper of the work-houſe of 


the city and county of Philadelphia, be referred to the committee on the pe- 


nal laws, to act thereon as they may think proper. | 
The committee appointed February 27th, on the petition of Leonard 
Hung, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. Fo SE 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Leonard Young, 
ſeport | , | | . 
That they have examined the ſubject matter of ſaid petition, and find that 
his claim is properly againſt the United States, and that it would be impro- 


per for this ſtate to aſſume the payment, and that he ought to apply to 


Congreſs for relief; and offer the following reſolution, vis. 


Reſolved, That the prayer of Leonard Young, as ſet forth in his peti- 


petition. | | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 

The Houſe reſumed the confideration of the motion made by Mr. Cun- 
mngham, ſeconded by Mr. Clingan, December 2d laſt, reſpecting the fale of 
the barracks in the borough of Lancaſter. 55 

A motion was then made by Mr. Gurney, ſeconded by Mr. Dering, 

To poſtpone the confideration of the ſaid motion, in order to introduce 
the following as a ſubſtitute, vis. : 55 
Regſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, authoriſing the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council to ap- 
point commiſſioners to ſell the public lot. or lots, together with the barracks 
erected thereon, in the borough of Lancaſter, at public auction, and to ap- 
propriate ſo much of the monies ariſing therefrom, as may be neceſſary to 
put a new roof upon the powder magazine in ſaid borough ; the balance, or 


tion, ought not to be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his 


Temainder, of the monies to be paid into the ſtate treaſury, and applied to 


the uſe of the commonwealth: | | | | 
On the queſtion— . Will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement ©” 
It was carried in the affirmative. 2, 
Ordered, That the ſaid reſolution lie on the table. | _ 


The committee, to whom was committed, February 22d, the bill, enti- 


tuled © An Aci to incorporate the Carpenters Company of the city and coun- 
ty of Philadelphia,” reported a bill, entituled © An AG to incorporate 
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e the Carpenters Company of Philadelphia,” which was read the firſt tim 
and | 


[4 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled “ An AG in favour f Reading Howell, and or me WT. 

«* purpoſes therein mentioned,” was read the third nan be conſidered h 
paragraphs, tl 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of — enacted into re 

law. 

The bill, ontduled « An Ad to fu uſpend, for à limited time, ſo much of 18 7, 

© ad? of Aſſembly to regulate the fiſhery in the rivers Codorus and Con 
Wago, as relates to the eredling of platforms to the dams therein mentionel ty 
was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 90 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into Wi pl 

law. 

The following bills having been brought i in engroſſed, were ſeverally com 1 
pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign H ;þ, 
lame, vg. * 
An ACT to repeal part of the additional ſupplement to the acta for the rel nit 
gulation of the militia of this commonwealth. an 
An ACT directing the payment of the accounts of undi Deputy Surveyor «i: 
of the depreciation lands. | 
An ACT. !o.compen/ate Willi) Lyon, Efquire. int 
An ACT to reimburſe GabrietCoxe, George Vallendigham and Andre adj 
Sweringen, for monies advanced by them in defence of the frontters of Wash Ma 
ington county. den 
An ACT to divide the county of Fayette into election Arie. wh 
Adjourned until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. tab 
Thurſiay, Bfarch . 4 1790. A. M. 1 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 1 
A letter from John Nicholſon, Eſquire, Controller General, was read fob 
relative to certain official tranſactions between him and the Regiſter- G il 
neral; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecon 1 
time. : tion 
Ordered, That the ſame, together with his Jokers read February 201 inte: 
and March zd, be referred to Mr. Raule, Mr. 7 bomas, Mr. Clingan, MA torn 
Hoge and Mr. Ryerſon, to report thereon. nou 
A letter from the Regiſter-General was read, ſtating certain official tran expe 


actions between him and the Comptroller-General ; and on motion, 4 and bi bapp 


ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. petit 
Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to repoßß the r 
thereon. offer 


A petition from the Grand Inqueſt for the county of Cheſter was rea K. 
praying that the bill publiſhed by order of the late General Aſſembly, e into ; 
tituled “ An Act for the better regulation and ſupport of 2 5 poor 4 ChelieF ney- 
county, may be paſſed into a law. | tle, J 

Ordered to lie on the table. ; 2» 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Meno Th 
land was read, remonſtrating againſt the exciſe laws now in force within th nes 
commonwealth, and praying the ſame may be repealed. une ; 


Ordered to lie on the table. T 


— 165 J 


The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Fannet townſhip, in the 
county of Franklin, read March 2d, was read the ſecond time. 825 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Boys, Mr. Rhea and Mr. Barr, to 
report thereon. e | | 
The committee, to whom was re-committed, March Iſt, the report on 
the petition of Laughlin M' Cartney and others, made report, which was 
read, as follows, viz. | . | | 5 
The committee, to whom was re- committed the report on the petition of 
Laughlin M*Cartney and others, report © os 
That your committee are of opinion, that as the Magiſtrates of the coun- 
ty of Northumberland were acting under the authority and by direction of 
| government, thoſe perſons who furniſhed them with the neceſſary ſup- 
WE plics on that occaſion are entitled to a reaſonable compenſation for the ſame, 
but from the length of time that has elapſed fince this buſineſs was tranſ- 
ui ated, and from the form in which the claimants have brought forward 
Y their accounts, your committee are unable to determine on the propriety of 
admitting them; but in order that juſtice may be done to thoſe who fur- 
niſhed neceſſary ſupplies, and to prevent the ſtate from being charged with 
any unjuſt or unneceſſary expence, they ſubmit the following reſolution, 
} VZ, | ; 
Reſotved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, empowering and requiring the Comptroller-General to ſettle and 
adjuſt the claims of thoſe perſons who furniſhed neceſſary ſupplies to the 
Magiſtrates of Northumberland county in 1775, and to empower the Preſi- 
dent or Vice-Preſident in Council to draw orders in favor of thoſe perſons, 
whoſe claims are admitted by the Comptroller- General to be juſt and equi- 
table, 3 
Ordered to lie on the table. 1 8 
The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of John Lytle, Fobn 
Webb and William Murray, made report, which was read, as follows, vrg. 
The committee, to whom was re- committed the report on the petition of 
Jobn Lytle, and to whom were committed the petitions of John Webb and 
Milliam Murray, report | e 
That they have conſidered the ſubject matter contained in the ſeveral peti- 
tions, and are of opinion that the circumſtances of the petitioners render the 
interpoſition of the General Aſſembly neceſſary; that ſhould the State's At- 
torney proceed againſt thoſe perſons, and ſell their farms in their preſent ru- 
inous condition, the county would thereby be ſaddled with a conſiderable 
ni expence, as each county is obliged to make good all deficiencies that may 
| Di bappen therein; thus the county would be brought into difficulty, and the 
petitioners, with their families, ſtripped of the only property that has eſcaped 
poll the ravages of an Indian war: Theſe conſiderations induce the committee to 
offer the following reſolution, viz. | 
ca Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
en into a law, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to order the Attor- 
ell ncy-General to ſtay any further proceedings againſt the petitioners, John Ly- 
tle, Jobn Webb and William Murray, for years. . 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
or. The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of the coun- 
th nes of Berks and Northumberland, read March 1ſt, was read the ſecond 
ume: Whereupon e e 


Reſolved, 


r — ND ES 


E 


KReſolved, That the petitioners for a road to Cataweſſy, through Berks and 
Northumberland, have leave to withdraw their petitions. _ 

The committee, to whom was re-committed, February 12th, the bill, en- 
tituled An Act to authoriſe and direct the Supreme Executive Council ts ap- 
<< point commiſſioners, to audit and ſettle the accounts between Bedford and Hun- 
„ tingdon counties, and for other purpoſes therem mentioned,” reported ſaid 

bill, with ſundry alterations and amendments. 7p ys 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ 4 
« Ac for the more effettual relief of the widows and children of the officers and 
% privates of the militia, who have loſt their lives in the ſervice of their coun- 
„% fry, which was read the firſt time, and 8 

Ordered to lie on the table. 5 | = 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ 4z 
« At to provide for the ſafety of the records of the ſeveral counties in this com- 
*. monwealth, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” which was read the 
firſt time, and „ e | | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled © An Adi to incorporate the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Con- 
«c gregatzion belonging to St. David's {commonly called Radnor) Church, the 
« county of Delaware,” was read the ſecond time, and debated by para- 
graphs. / „ : V 
b Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
ed for conſideration. 3 

The bill, entituled © An Aci to alter the place of holding elections in the 
« ſecand diſtri of Waſhington county,” was read the third time, and con- 
| fidered by paragraphs. . | . ; 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. b 8 8 

The motion made by Mr. Ryerſon, ſeconded by Mr. Marſhall, March ad, 
reſpecting the defence of the ſouth-weſt frontier of this ſtate, was read the 
decond time. | OS | 

And on the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to the ſame?” 

It was carried in the negative. | . . 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, March 5, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from WMilliam Tillyer was read, ſetting forth, that he became 
ſecurity for a certain 7% Loughborrow for the payment of one hundred 
and thirty-three pounds fix ſhillings and eight-pence ; that afterwards the {aid 
. Loughborrow was attainted of High Treaſon, and his eſtate confiſcated and 
ſold for the uſe of the commonwealth, fince which the ſaid debt hath been 
recovered from the petitioner by due courſe of law; and in as much as the 
ſaid eſtate hath been ſold for more than the claims exhibited againſt it, he 
prays the Houſe to direct payment thereof, together with the intereſt thereon 
accrued, to the creditors. t | 9 | 
Ordered to lie on the table. Te | | 
The committee, to whom were referred, November 2 5th and March 3d, 
the petitions for and againſt a diviſion of the county of York, made report, 
which was read, as follows, vis. 5 | 8 The 


- | 


8 E | 
The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of a number of the 


nhabitants of the county of York, for and againſt a diviſion of ſaid county, 


port 5 


That however proper a diviſion of Tor“ county may be at ſome future day, 
at preſent it does not appear that the people have made up their minds upon 
the ſubject, ſo as to be reconciled to the plan; the preſent propoſed line 
will include a very reſpectable number of inhabitants, who are by no means 
reconciled to the meaſure, but, on the contrary, pray they may not be ſepa- 
ated from the old county. It is a well known fact, that the adoption of 
haſty and indigeſted plans for the diviſion of counties have cayfed great : un- 
afineſs to the people, and conſumed much of the time of the General Aſ- 
embly. Theſe circumſtances have induced your committee to be of opi- 
jon, that whenever application is made to this Houſe for leave to divide a 
county, that ſuch application ought to be accompanied with a draft of the 
ines, place for the ſeat of juſtice, and proofs of approbation from the people 
generally, and particularly thoſe near and within the line of the new county: 
is this does not appear to be the caſe in the preſent inſtance, the committee 
re induced to offer the following reſolution, vis. | 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of a number of the inhabitants 
f York county, in favour of the diviſion of ſaid county, ought not to be 
granted, and that they have leave to withdraw their petition. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | a 
The committee appointed February 27th, on the letter from the Comp- 
troller-General, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 

The committee, to whom was referred the Comptroller-General's letter of 
the 27th of February, 1790, ſuggeſting the propriety of cancelling and de- 
Iroying all certificates which have been redeemed by the ſales of lands, lots, 
c. the property of the ſtate, and alſo new-loan debt, which have been re- 
emed by exchanging for them the continental certificates, report  _ 

That in their opinion it would be very improper to deſtroy any part of 
beſe certificates, which may not only be found uſeful as evidence of debt, 
ut may lead to the detection of frauds. It appears extremely proper that the 
ertificates alluded to, as well as all others which ſhall hereafter be redeem- 
d as aforeſaid, ſhould be cancelled, in a way that will effeQually prevent im- 
polition, yet preſerve them ſo entire, that reference to them for the purpoſes 
ſoreſaid may at all times be had. The following reſolution is therefore ſub- 
nitted, viz. _ 1 1 5 | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, directing the 
Lomptroller-General to cancel all the ſtate certificates which have been re- 
med by the ſtate lands, or otherwiſe, by preparing a punch that ſhall cut 
ach certificate in the middle, in the form of a croſs, without taking part of 
ad Ne certificate out; and that the Comptroller-General be directed to deliver 
n Nhe faid certificates, ſo cancelled, to the Regiſter-General, who ſhall be re- 
ae Nalred to receive the ſame, and prepare books of coarſe paper, for the pur- 
he Mole of paſting the ſaid certificates in numerical order; that is, each certifi- 
n ate oppoſite to its proper number, leaving as much thereof free, as will diſ- 

Ver the indorſement of intereſt paid thereon, in order that reference may 
e had to ſaid certificates when occaſion may require. | 
d, Ordered to lie on the table. En hk | ; : 
t, | [he committee appointed February 13th, on the petition of Francis 
Vite, made report, which was r ollows, viz. | 
it e e 


7 
2 | 


— -, * 


The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Francis Vit 
report | | : 

. hat in their opinion it would be contrary to every principle of ſound po 
licy, for the legiſlature to interfere in caſes where the exiſting laws would 
afford ſufficient relief to the perſon applying, if he really was a meritorioMl © 
object: This being the caſe of Francis White, the following reſolution il 
ſubmitted, viz. 1 V f 
Reſolved, That Francis White have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Ordered to lie on the tabeQ. e | 

The report on the petition of Jobn Lytle, Fobn Webb and Villiam Mu * 


ray, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time : Whereupon 


| 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enaded © 
into a law, empowering the Supreme Executive Council to order the Attorney 
General to ſtay any further proceedings againſt the petitioners, John Lil p 
Jobn Webb and William Murray, for Fears. { 

Ordered, That Mr. Britton, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Vaux hema committee 
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. fa 

The report on the petition of Leonard Young, read March zd, was re = 
the ſecond time : Whereupon | 

Reſolued, That the prayer of Leonard Young, as ſet forth in his petition 
ought not to be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition, 

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Weſtmoreland county, rea 
yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. : 

| Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Harri 
to report thereon. i 5 „ Th” 
The report on the petition of Laughlin M*Cartney and others, read yeſte 
day, was read the ſecond time : Whereupon . an 

Refſofved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be ena ed 
into a law, empowering and requiring the Comptroller-General to ſettle ar py 
adjuſt the claims of thoſe perſons, who furniſhed neceflary ſupplies to: in 

_ Magiſtrates of Northumberland county in 1775, in their attempt to enfore ter 
the execution of the laws at Wyoming, and to empower the Preſident or Vice an 
Preſident in Council to draw orders in favour of thoſe perſons, whoſe clal an 
are admitted by the Comptroller-General to be juſt and equitable. bil 

Ordered, That Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Marlay be a commit mo 
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution.  * 4 

The motion made by Mr. Gurney, ſeconded by Mr. Dering, March _ 

was read the ſecond time: Whereupon | 7 ſhi 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be ena ic 
into a law, authoriſing the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council to 4 
point commiſſioners to ſell the public lot or lots, together with the barrack 7 
erected thereon, in the borough of Lancaſter, at public auction, and to 4 fect 
propriate ſo much of the monies arifing therefrom, as may be neceſlary WI ing 
put a new roof upon the powder magazine in ſaid borough ; the balance, 1 
remainder, of the monies to be paid into the ſtate treaſury, and applied to be g 
uſe of the commonwealtn. VF 3 A 

Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Dering and Mr. Miley be a committee, ot 1 

bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. + duc 
The bill, entituled“ An Act to incorporate the Preſbyterian Congregali R 
« of Eaſt-Conococheague, in the county of Franklin,” was read the ico req, 


ti d conſidered by paragraphs. ” x 
me, n conſider y parag = | Fe 


5 TT oy 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. | | - 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled * A -- 
« further Supplement to the act of Aſſembly, entituled * An Act for the relief 
« of inſolvent debtors within the province of Pennſylvania,” which was read 
the firſt time, and Ss ' 

Ordered to lie on the table. 155 

The bill, entituled An A# declaring the afſent of this State to certain 
« amendments to the conſtitution of the United States,” was read the ſecond 
time, and conſidered by paragraphs. . 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 


ed for conſideration. 


The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 
pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 
ſame, vi. | | 

An ACT relating to the ſecurities to be given by Sheriffs and Coroners. 

An ACT to fuſpend, for a limited time, ſo much of the att of Aſſembly to 
regulate the fiſhery in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county, as 
relates to the erecting of platforms to the dams therein mentioned. 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, March 6, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 

A petition from a majority of the corporation for the relief of the widows 
and children of Clergymen of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church in the Unit- 
ed States of America was read, ſetting forth, that the good and charitable 
purpoſes for which the ſaid corporation was inſtituted are in danger of be- 
ing defeated, and the funds annihilated, by reafon of a clauſe in their char- 
ter, which requires a majority of the whole members for the time being at 
any annual or other meeting, in order to the making, altering or amending 
any fundamental law or regulation; therefore praying leave to bring in a 
bill, for the purpoſe of altering and amending their ſaid charter; and on 
motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
| Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. | | : 

A petition from 108 freeholders and taxable inhabitants of Reading town- 
ſhip, in the county of York, was read, remonſtrating againſt a diviſion of 
laid county. | | 

Ordered to lie on the table. 5 1 | 

The report on the petition of Peter Herfler, read March zd, was read the 
ſecond time, and the following reſolution, reported by the committee, be- 
ing under conſideration, vis. 8 e | 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Peter Hei/ler ought not to 
be granted, and that he have leave to withdraw his petition / 

A motion was made by Mr. Balliot, ſeconded by Mr. Marſhall, "oY 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the faid reſolution, in order to intro- 
duce the following in lieu thereof, 072. SID EI : 

Reſolved, That the State Treaſurer be, and he is hereby authoriſed and di- 
rected to pay unto Peter Heiſler the amount of the order drawn in his . 


l 
by the Preſident in Comic, out of the monies ariſing from the funding 


tax in the city of Philadelphia, and that a like ſum be refunded out of the 


firſt money ariſing from the militia fines. 
On the queſtion, —* Will rhe mw m—_ to the Poſpmenent, oy tbe pur- 


Fele aforeſaid?” 
It was carried in the negative. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Baller, | 


To re-commit the ſaid report. 
Which was carried in the negative, md the reſolution, as reported by the 


committee, recurring, the ſame was adopted. 
The report on the letter from the Comptroller-General, read yeſterday, 


vas read the ſecond time: Whereupon 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, direQing' 


the Comptroller-General to cancel all the ſtate certificates which have been 
redeemed by the ſtate lands, or otherwiſe, by preparing a punch that ſhall 


cut each certificate in the middle, in the form of a croſs, without taking 


part of the certificate out; and that the Comptroller- General be directed 
to deliver the ſaid certificates, ſo cancelled, to the Regiſter-General, who 
ſhall be required to receive the ſame, and prepare books of coarſe paper 
for the purpoſe of paſting the ſaid certificates in numerical order; that 
is, each certificate oppoſite to its proper number, leaving as much there- 
of free, as will diſcover the indorſement of intereſt paid thereon, in order 
that reference may be had to ſaid certificates when occaſion may require. 

Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. Wynkoop and Mr. Hoge be a committee, 
to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. c 

A motion was made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, and adopt- 
ed, as follows, viz. 

Reſotved, That a committee be appointed, to take into their cvnderativa 
the preſent ſtate of the funds ariſing from militia fines in the ſeveral counties 
in this ſtate, and to confer with the Supreme Executive Council relative to 

the manner in which the act, entituled An A# to eftabliſh a Board of Ap- 
e peal within the Several counties of this ate, and to grant exonerations in 
« caſes of militia fines,” has been carried into execution. 


Ordered, That Mr. Gurney, Mr. M*Dowell and Mr. Jobnſton be a com- 


mittee, for the purpoſes contained in the foregoing reſolution. 


On motion of Mr. Ryerſon, ſeconded by Mr. Rawle, 
Reſolved, That the reſolution which paſſed this Aſſembly on the 23d day 


of February laſt, on the ſubject of a defence for the weſtern frontiers of this 


ſtate, be, and the ſame is hereby reſcinded. 
The bill, entituled An Act 10 provide Nb tbe more efetual BT's, of the 


* widows and children of the officers and prroates of the militia, who have hi 
their lives in the ſervice of their country, Y was read the ſecond time, and 


conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


1iſhed for conſideration. 
Ihe bill, entituled An Act to provide for the ſafety 4 the records of the 
«© ſeveral counties in this commonwealth, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
% tioned,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſeribed for a third Os and forthwith pub- 


Led for confideration. | 
: | 5 „ 


7 


I 


The bill, entifuled An AZ for ſettling the accounts of James Kwan, 
4 late Collector of- faxes. in the county of Philadelphia, and for other purpoſes 
therein mentioned, having been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the 
table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker directed to ſign the lame. 

Adjourn until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. Ae 
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Monday, March 8, 1790. P. M. b 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 1 


A petition from à number of the inhabitants of ths county: of Bedford 
was read, N they may be exonerated from the payment of militia 
fines. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A memorial from divers inhabitants of the county of Cumberland was 
read, ſetting forth, that they have ſubſcribed a ſum of money for promot- 
ing the manufacture of cotton within the ſaid county, and praying the aid 
of the: Legiſlature in the proſecution of their deſign, by directing the State 
Treaſurer to ſübſeribe for twenty ſhares, on account of the commonwealth. 

1 to lie on the table. 

A petition from divers inhabitants of the lt of Cheſter was read, 
praying leave to bring in a bill, for the purpoſe of enabling 8 to regu- | 
late the internal police of the ſaid borough. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
The report. on the petition.of the inhabitants of Waſhington, Turbutt and 


Derry townſhips, in the county of Northumberland, read February.24th laſt, 
was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

On motion of Mr. Balliot, ſeconded by Mr. Schmyſer, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that Mr. Glemſon and Mr. Clingan 
de added to the committee. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled ! An 
% Ad for the relief of John Lytle, John Webb and William Murray, which 
was read the firſt time, and | 

Ordered: to lie on the table. 

The Houle reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled ** 4 AZ 
* for further enlarging the time limited by the aft, entituled ** An A& for 
* facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one 
* thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the 
* fanded debt of this ſtate, for extending the time for patenting lands 
* which were located before the declaration of independency, and for giv- 
„ing a right of pre- emption to actual ſettlers for procuring warrants for 
> the! lands by them occupied, and having conſidered the ſame by para- 
graphs, 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed. for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for confideration. _ 

The bill, entituled An Additional Supplement to the ſeveral acts of Af. 
* ſembſy reſpecting public auctions and auctioneers, was read the ſecond tanks 
and conſidered by paragraphs, _ 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith 3 


ſhed for conſideration. | | 
bs = * 


* 


The bill, entituled “ A Ad 10 incorporate the Carpenters Company of 
44 Philadelphia, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs, 7 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for confider ation. e OS: | 
The bill, entituled “ An Aci to alter the place of holding elections in the 
«© ſecond diftrie of Waſhington county,” having been brought in engroſſed, thi 
Was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker ditected to Ml fic 


ſign the ſame. | | col 
Adjourned until ten o'clock. to-morrow, A. M. EN „ 
| 5 . . deg 
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Tueſday, March 9, 1790. A. M. 7 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 3 

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions from a number of 
the inhabitants of the townſhips of Thornbury and Birmingham, in the county 
of Delaware, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. | 

The committee, to whom were referred, November 25th. and March 2c, 
the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Thornbury and Birmingham 


townſhips, in the county of Delaware, report 5 "Ot 
That they have taken the ſubje& matter of ſaid petitions into their ſerious 78: 
conſideration, and are of opinion, that although it would contribute more to Mine 
the eaſe and convenience of the petitioners if they were Te-annexed to Che- 2 
ter county, yet, in as much as it would confiderably diminiſh the county ef 
Delaware, which is at preſent very ſmall, when compared with the county of Ag 
Cheſter, and it is ſcarcely to be expected that any diviſion that could take Z 41 
place would be likely to ſuit the local circumſtances of all: They therefore . '* 
offer the following reſolution, - vz. 5 | * C 
Reſolved, That the petitioners from the townſhips of Thornbury and Bir- ad . 
mingbam, in the county of Delaware, have leave to withdraw their petitions. 
DOrdeted to lie on the table. | | : Th 
The committee appointed March 5th, on the petition of a number of the . — 


inhabitants of the county of Weſtmoreland, made report, which was read; 
and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, 
and adopted, as follows, viz. | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the inhabitants of 
Weſtmoreland county, report | 
That the exciſe raiſed upon ſpirituous liquors being appropriated for the 


heſterd 


| diſcharge of the intereſt due on the depreciation of pay of our late arm) Or q 

| | and as no other fund has yet been aſſigned for the aforeſaid purpoſe, it would” 7125: 

| be altogether improper to take away or leſſen it, until ſaid debt is aſſumed by The 
the United States. The hint given reſpecting the exciſe officer is of toc 17805 

much importance to be neglected, and, with others of a ſimilar nature, ap- Orde 

pears to require the immediate attention of the Executive: Impreſſed wit 2505 

theſe ideas, the committee are induced to ſubmit the following reſolutio * 2 

Reſolved, That the petition of the inhabitants of Weſtmoreland county be 1 

tranſmitted to the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council, for their info! The 

mation, who are particularly requeſted to take the moſt effectual means !! pory 

their power to compel all delinquent exciſe officers to pay into the State ers 


| Treaſury all monies due for exciſe, whether in the hands of faid officers, 0 
of individuals. | N 5 


I 

The committee appointed March iſt, on the memorial and petition of 
ames Biddle, Eſquire, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial and petition of 
ames Biddle, Eſquire, report „ 1 

That in their opinion the tax impoſed by the act of Aſſembly, paſſed in 
the year 1783, upon the original and judicial proceſs iſſued out of the of- 
ce of the Prothonotary of the county Court of Common Pleas for the 
county of Philadelphia, has, from a variety of circumſtances, not only be- 
come leſs productive than it was expected to have been, but alſo to a certain 
degree oppreſſive upon the officer ſubjected to it. The diviſion of Phzlade/- 
plia county, and the veſting original juriſdiction within the remaining part 
of that county in the Supreme Court, with other cauſes, have reduced the 
profits of that officer far below a competent proviſion for the difficult and 
profeſſional duties of the office: The committee ſubmit the following reſo- 
lution, vz. 1 | : | 3 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal ſo 
much of the act, entituled “ An Act for raifing and collecting of money on the 
« ſpecified articles therein mentioned for the ſupport of government, and for 
« other purpoſes therein mentioned,” paſſed the twenty-firſt day of March, 
1783, as lays a tax of five ſhillings and ſeven-pence upon original proceſs iſ- - 
ſving out of the county Court of Common Pleas for the county of Phua- 
Abbas. | 
, Ordered to lie on the table. | 5 
Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, entituled 
An Act for altering a certain clauſe in the charter of the corporation for the 
relief of \the widows and children of Clergymen of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church in the United States of America, which was read the firſt time, 
5 F | 

Ordered to lie on the table | 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ An 
Ad for compenſating Laughlin M*Cartney, and others therein mentioned, 
for [ſupplies ; by them furniſhed the civil officers of Northumberland county in 
" the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five,” which was read the 
irſt time, and | $4 | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
The petition of divers .inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, read 
eſterday, was read the ſecond time. | 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Downing, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. 
r19ht, to report thereon. . | 
The petition of William Tillyer, read March 5th, was read the ſecond 
ime, | NE 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Raw/e, Mr. Paul and Mr. Hoge, to 
tort thereon. - T | J 

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the borough of Cheſter, 
ad yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. N 
Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. | 
The report on the petition of Martha Flower, read March 5th, was read 
le ſecond time. | | 


And on the queſtion.—. Will the Houſe agree to the following reſolu- 


tion? —viz. Refobued 
eſolved, 


, 
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Reſolved; That a committee be at to bring in a bill, to be enact. 


ed into a law, for the purpoſe of extending to Martha Flower,- widow of 


Colonel Benjamin Flower, the ſame relief as in and by an act, entituled 
* An Aﬀ for the more. effettual Supply and honorable reward of the Pennlyl. 


«© vania troops, in the ſervice of the United States of America,” is extended 
to the widows of military officers therein mentioned. fa 


It was carried in the negative. 


The bill, entituled A Supplement to the ad, tad % An Act for 


-« erecting the ſouth-weſt part of the county of Cumber/and into a new Coun- 


« ty,” was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


f laws 


The Houſe: defaced the on of the bill, Cee: «© An Att 


-« authoriſe and direct the Supreme Executive. Council to appoint Commiſſioners 
to audit and ſettle the accounts between Bedford and Huntingdon counties, 
and for other . purpoſes therem mentioned, as reported by the, committee 
March 4th,; and having fully confidered the ſame by paragraphs, 


Ordered, That it be ee, _ the Purpoſe of being enacted into a 
2. 

The bill, en tituled C An 489 3 8 borſes, . cattle. Ca ſheep, and 
to prevent. flone-borſes running at large; alſo to repeal an att, entituled © An 
% Act to improve the breed of horſes, and to regulate Rangers, ' was read 


; the third time. 


And on the queſtion, — —_ Will the Houfe confider the ſame by paragraphs ?” 


It was carried in the. negative. 
The bill, entituled An Act declaring the aſſent of this State to certain 


«© amendments to the conſtitution of the United States, was read the third time, 
and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. 

On motion of Mr. Rawls, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 

| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to compel the 
Collectors of exciſe duties, and other revenues due to this ſtate, to give ade- 
- quate ſecurity for the performance of their reſpective truſts. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Hoge be a committee, to 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 


| Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Wedneſday, March 10, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Petitions from 357 inhabitants of the county of Bar were read, 


praying part of the ſaid county may be erected into a ſeparate county, and 


the ſeat of juſtice fixed at the town of Lebanon; and on motion, and by ſpe- 


cial order, the ſame were read the ſecond time. 


.. Ordered, That they be referred to Mr. Dering, Mr. Sebnyſer, Mr. Hoge, 


Mr. White and Mr. Riley, to report thereon. . 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Beaver-dam townſhip, in 
the county of Northumberland, was read, praying they may be annexed to 


Mifflin county, and that the line or lines may be run ſo as to croſs e 1 


e 
1 n 


* 
4 


1 


. 
ar ry In — — 
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Creck N four miles, or at leaſt one mile, below the Beaver-dams, in laid 
5 ralley; and on motion, and by 1 order, the ſame was read the ſecond 
time. os 


Ordered, That it be e Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. * Miller, Mr. Kennedy, 
Mr. Eater, Mr. Vaux, Mr. Gore and Mr. Harris, to report thereon, _ 

A letter from three of the Truſtees appointed by the act, entituled An 

« A for erecting certam parts of Cumberland and Northumberland counties 
into a ſeparate county,” to fix upon and eſtabliſh the place for holding the 
courts of juſtice within the county of . Mifflin, was read, ſetting forth, that 
ſome of the Commiſſioners appointed as aforeſaid have neglected to perform 

the duties enjoined them, and ſuggeſting the propriety of appointing at leaſt 


one Truſtee in addition to thoſe already appointed; and on motion, and by 
ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Car- 
ſon, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon. 

A petition from William Mackey was read, ſtating, that in the year 177 ; 
he furniſhed certain ſupplies to the Juſtices of the county of Northumber- 
land, for the purpoſe of enforcing a due execution of the laws of Pennfyl- 


vania at Wyoming, and praying payment thereof. 
__ Ordered to lie on the table. 


The petition of a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bedford, 
read March 8th, was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Upp, Mr. Huſband and Mr. Rhea, to 


report thereon. 


The petitions. of the Juſtices of the Court of Common Pleas for the 
county of Cheſter, and of the Grand Inqueſt for the ſaid county, read March 
zd and 4th, were ſeverally read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That the confideration thereof be poſtponed : Whereupon 


Mr. Thomas, in his place, read a bill, entituled © An AG for the better 
regulation and ſupport of the poor of Cheſter county,” and, leave having 


been obtained for that purpoſe, preſented. the ſame to the chair, when it was 
read the firſt time, and 


Ordered to lie on the table. 


The bill, entituled A further Supplement to the act of Aſſembly, enti- 
* zuled e An Act for the relief of inſolvent debtors within the province 
«of Pennſylvania,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by para- 
graphs. | 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. | | 

The Houſe reſumed the ator of the report on the petition of 
Nathaniel Hurſt and others, poſtponed February . and the following 
relolution being under conſideration, viz. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill to give further 
ime to Nathaniel Hurſt and the other petitioners, for the purpoſe of regiſter- 
ing of ſuch N egroe and Mulatto children as they are politic of, who have g 
en born ſince the firſt day of March, 1780. 

A motion was made by Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, EY 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, in order to ſubſtitute 
be following in lieu thereof, viz. _ : 

Whereas by the act, entituled An AF? for the gradual abilition of Aa- 

very,” paſſed the firſt day of March, 1780, and by the ſupplement there- 


'y to, 


„„ 


to, paſſed the wenty-itinth day of March, 1788, and the Other exiſting 
laws of this ſtate, the Overſeers of the Poor of the reſpective townſhips are 
inveſted with powers of binding out Negroe children, who have acquired 
their freedom, to the age of twenty-one years, or who, if flaves, have been 
abandoned by their owners, to the age of twenty-eight years: And whereas 
this Houſe has no power to recall the right of freedom, when, from a non.. 
compliance with the law, or other cauſes, it is once veſted: Therefore 

Rgſolved, That Nathaniel Hurt, and the other inhabitants of Meſtmoreland 
county, praying further time to regiſter their infant Negroes, have leave to 
withdraw their petition. _ 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to tbe poſponement * 

It was carried in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Boys, ſeconded by Mr. Finley, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of _ motion made by Mr. « Rawke, and 
ſeconded by Mr. Gurney. | | 

"Which was carried in the negative: Whereupon 

On the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe adopt the ahi 05 by Mr.. 
% 'Rawle, and ſeconded by Mr. Gurney?“ 

It was carried in the affirmativðe. 

The report on the petition of the Paſtor and Truſtees of the German re- 
ligious ſociety of Roman Catholics of the Holy Trinity church, in the _ of 


» Philadelphia, read March 3d, was read the ſecond time. ( 
And the following reſolution being under conſideration, viz. law. 
Reſolved, That the corporation of the Paſtor and Truſtees of the German I 

religious ſociety of Roman Catbolics in the city of Philadelphia have leave * a 
to bring in a bill, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a law, veſting in in ef 
the ſaid corporation acres of land, out of any of the unappro- rec 
priated lands of the ſtate; and that the ſaid corporation inſert a clauſe in the O. 
bill, obliging them to ſettle the lands therein granted within three years Re 
from the enacting thereof. - . 
On the queſtion, —** Will Be Houſe adopt the ſame?” —the Yeas and Nays St 


| being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Ballot, were as follow, vix. 


Ad 
. . 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 12 Fobn Ludwig. 
2 William Ra wle, 13 Nicholas Lutz, 
3 Francis Gurney, f 14 Daniel Leinbach, 
4 Samuel Aſbmead, 15 Peter Ealer, 
1858 Stepben Balliot, 


17 Conrad Jhrie, jun. 

18 Samuel Maclay, 

19 James Marſhall, 
20 Jacob Miley, 


6 Valentine Upp. 
7 Jobn M Dorvell, 
| ; Henry Dermg, 
9 Jacob Schmyſer, 


10 Thomas Lilley, 21 Jobn Car ſon, 
11 LL Yligm Godfrey, | 


n 8. 
1 Thomas Britton. 


2 John Chapman, 
3 James Bryan, 


| 4 4 Richard Thomas, 


22 Obadiab Gore. 


6 James Clemſon, 
* Jobn Hopkins, 


. 
5 Richard Downing, Jun. | 


b Erb, ? 
8 Taco NAY 


77 J 
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. ohn Miller, 5 23 John Gilchreeſt, TR 
| 1 Joſeph Reed, 224 James Finley, 1 
1 Jobn Stewart, 25 James Fobnſton, | 
* Thomas Kennedy, . 26 Jobn Rhea, 5 
13 David Mitchell, 27 Facob Reiß, 8 
14 Fonathan Hoge, © 28 Jonathan Roberts, 
15 Anthony Lerch, jun. 29 Benjamin Markley, 
16 Jobn Moore, 5 30 James Vaux, 
17 Herman Huſband, ; 1 David Stewart, 
18 John White, © 32 Jobn Neuil, 
419 Jobn Baird, Ks 33 John Harris, 
20 James Barr, 34 Hugh Lloyd, 
21 Alexander Wright, 35 Richard Riley. 
"22 7 homas Ryerſon, | 
So it was carried in the negative. : 


The bill, entituled © An Act to provide for the more effetual relief of the 
0 widows and children” of the officers and privates of the militia, who have hoſt 
their lives in the ſervice of their country,” was read the third time, and 
confidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the puepaly of being enacted into a 
law. 

The bill, entituled . An AF declaring the aſſent of this State to certain 
* amendments to the conſtitution of the United States, having been brought 
in engroſſed, was compated at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speaker 
directed to ſign the ſame: Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Boys, 

Reſofved, That an exemplification of the act, entituled An A# lin 
« tbe afſent of this flate to certain amendments to the conſtitution of the United 


States, under the ſeal of this ſtate, and ſigned by-the Speaker of this 


Houſe, be tranſmitted to the Congreſs of the United States. 
Adjourned until teh o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


| Thurſday, March 11, 1790. A, M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bil, entituled An 
Ad appropriating a ſum of money for building and finiſhing a court-bouſe 
* and priſon for the county of Dauphin,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © An 
Act to authoriſe the ſale of the barracks in the borough of Lancaſter,” which 
was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 5 | 

The committee appointed on the petition of a number of the inhabitants 
of Fannet townſhip, in the county of Franklm, made report, which was 
read, as follows, viz. 5 

The committee, to who was referred the petition of a number of the. 
inhabitants of Fannet nee in Franklin county, report—— 


That 


FH 8 
* 


— — ——ßäh— «œꝓ — — 
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That it appears to your committee that the petitioners are in ſimilar ſity. 
ation with numbers of the citizens of Pennſylvania, who have the ſame | 
right to pray for an exoneration, and your committee think it would be in. 
politic at this time to grant exonerations, when the treaſury of the ſtate is 
empty: Therefore ſubmit the following reſolution, viz.  _ | 

Reſolved, That the petitioners have leave to withdraw their petition, 

Ordered to lie on the table. | „ 

The petition of William Mackey, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Thomas and Mr. Macly, 
to report thereon. - — _ „ os ET Wt uy nd 

The bill, entituled An A& for the relief of John Lytle, John Webb 
e and William Murray,” was read the ſecond time, and confidered by para- 

raphs. 1 N | | 1 
J Be That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
ed for conſideration. . e e 

The committee, to whom were referred the ſeveral letters from the Regi- 
ſter-General and Comptroller-General, made report, which was read, as fol- 
lows, vis. _ YO. „ Nl | 
The committee, to whom was referred the letter from the Regiſter-Ge- 
neral, dated the 16th of February, with the three letters from the Comp- ( 
troller-General of the 16th and 2oth of February and 4th of March, beg MW 7 
leave to report—— . ASTD V SPS" 

That in the proſecution of their duty, they have had ſeveral conferences M *« 7 
with the Regiſter-General and Comptroller-General, and have conſidered C 
with attention the act of Aſſembly paſſed the zoth September, 1789, en- Ml. 
tituled “ A Supplement ta the aft, entituled An Act for the appointment A 
„of a Regiſter-General, for the purpoſe of regiſtering the accounts of this 
< commonwealth.” . . 1 

The different offices of making, of conſtruing, and of executing the 
laws, being conſtitutionally and wiſely veſted in different departments, the 
legiſlature cannot well be juſtified in exceeding its proper limits, unleſs it W TI 
ſhould appear that its mandatory acts were ſo ambiguous or obſcure as to A 
render it impoſſible to carry them into execution, in which caſe only expla- Wteſtar 
natory or amending laws become neceſlary. 85 ty of 

The plain and obvious intention, as well of the act already mentioned, as Won m. 
of that to which it is a ſupplement, was to provide more effectually for the Or 
intereſts of the commonwealth, by ſubjecting the proceedings of an officer, I A 
in whoſe hands extraordinary and unuſual powers have from time to time ¶entruſ 
been veſted, to regular reviſion and adequate controul. this c 

For theſe purpoſes the office of Regiſter-General was inſtituted, and the 
relative duties of the Comptroller-General and Regiſter-General were dc- 
fined, in terms of ſuch accuracy and preciſion, as to leave the committee at Prayin 
a loſs to diſcover in the law the difficulties which have ſince impeded its 


operation. oe 5 Dt 1 3 0 
If the accounts only, as ſtated by the Comptroller-General, without the A p 
evidence upon which they are founded, are to be ſubmitted to the Regiſtet- 1775, 


General, it is evident, that, inſtead of ſerving to detect error or fraud, it 
would contribute to conceal both, the ſanction derived from the ſignature 0 
the Regiſter- General would preclude farther enquiry, and the ſtate would be 
more liable to loſs or impoſition, as it had taken more pains to guar d againſt 
them. Upon the ſame principles the Regiſter-General would ceaſe to bel. 


anſwerable 


EE Þ 


anſwerable for his conduct. Confined to the duty of tranſcribing an ac- 
count, and examining its calculations, he would be little more than a public 
clerk, and without materials to enable him to judge if it was right, he 
would be reſponſible to no one if it was found by others to be wrong. 5 
Hence the neceſſity of ſubmitting, with the accounts of certificates 
exchanged, which the latter officer 4s directed to regiſter, the certificates 
themſelves appears to the committee too obvious to require farther illuſtra- 
tion. „ 8 a 
Conceiving, therefore, that no legiſlative interference is neceſſary in the 


| preſent inſtance, that it is the office of the Supreme Executive Council to 


enforce, and the duty of the officers of the ſtate to obey the laws, the com- 
mittee ſubmit to the Houle the following reſolution, wiz. 
Rgſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be requeſted 
to take care that the act, entituled A Supplement to the act, entituled © An 
Act for the appointment of a Regiſter-General, for the purpoſe of re- 
« oiſtering the accounts of this commonwealth,” be faithfully executed. 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The report on the memorial and petition of Fames Bidale, Eſquire, read 
March gth, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, | 
On motion of Mr. Boys, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 
_ Ordered, That the conſideration thereof be poſtponed. TT 
The bill, entituled “ An Act to provide for the ſafety of the records of the 
* ſeveral counties in this commonwealth, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
* ftioned, was read the third time, and confidered by paragraphs. | 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


ay. N 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. | 


Friday, , March 12, 1790. A, M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. e i Oey $57 

A petition from the Rector, Church-wardens and Veſtrymen of the Pro- 
teſtant Epiſcopal Church of St. James, in the borough of Bri/fol, and coun- 
ty of Bucks, was read, praying the congregation may be incorporated ; and 
on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That the prayer thereof be granted. > 

A petition from Frederick Dorſch was read, ſetting forth, that he was 
entruſted by a certain John Kepple with a certificate of the new-loan of 
this commonwealth, iſſued in the name of George Ilgner, for the purpoſe 
of receiving the intereſt due thereon from the ſtate treaſury ; that by ſome 
unforeſeen accident the ſame, with other papers, was conſumed by fire; and 
Praying leave to bring in a bill, authorifing the Comptroller-General to iſſue 
new certificate in lieu of the one which has been ſo deſtroyed. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 8 33 

A petition from William Cook was read, ſetting forth, that in the year 
1775, when Sheriff of the county of Nortbumberland, he was commanded 
y the Magiſtrates of the ſaid county to take into cuſtody and convey, un- 
er a proper guard, to the gaol of the county of Philadelphia, the leaders of 
crtain Connecticut Claimants, who had attempted to extend their ſettlements 
PB | i F : | to 
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to Preeland's mills, near the weſt branch of the river Suſquehanna, which 
ſervice he performed, and received no compenſation therefor ; and praying 
this Houſe to direct payment to be made him for the ſervices rendered a 
aforeſaid. | | | 2 5 ö 

Ordered to lie on the table. „ e | 

A letter from David Rittenhouſe, Eſquire, late Treaſurer of the ate, was 
read, ſetting forth, that he has prepared the following ſums of paper money 
for burning, one thouſand one hundred and fijty-four pounds of the laſt emil. 
ſion; three thouſand dollars of June 1780, received in the Loan- Office; 
two thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-ſeven dollars of Treaſury notes, 
which have never been .ifſued, but ought to be burnt; five thouſand thre: 

hundred and twenty-three pounds of reſolve and commonwealth money; and 
a few bills of iſland money; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſaid 
letter was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 1 OO | 

_. Reſolved, That ſaid letter be referred to the committee of accounts, and 
that they be and hereby are authoriſed and directed to count, burn and de- 
ſtroy the ſeveral ſums of money ſpecified in the ſaid letter. 

The committee appointed November 6th laſt, on the petition of Elazer 

:Ofwwald, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. a 

The committee on the petition of Eleazer Oſwald, repreſenting that he is 
guardian to Jane Jones, Blathwaite Fones, Mary Jones and Gibbs Jones, mi- 
nors; that ſaid minors, as heirs at law to their grand- mother Jane Jones, 
deceaſed, are entitled to one undivided fixth part of a meſſuage and lot of 
ground in the city of Philadelphia; that by reaſon of the non- age of faid 
- -minors, the ſaid one ſixth part of ſaid lot cannot be ſold, and in its pre- Je 


ſent ſtate affords no ſubſiſtence for ſaid minors, who have no means of ſup- !ic 
port; and praying, in behalf of ſaid minors, for a bill to. be paſſed, au- w] 
ac 


thoriſing him to ſell and diſpoſe of the ſame for the benefit of the ſaid 
minors, are of opinon that the prayer of the petitioner, in behalf of faidiiſi ita 
minors, is reaſonable and juſt, and therefore offer the following reſolu 
tion, VIZ. OE a | 
Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authoriſe 
the ſaid Eleazer Ofwald to ſell and diſpoſe of one fixth part of ſaid lot of 
ground, for the ſupport and maintenance of ſaid minors. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 1 | tre; 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © An ung 
% Af in favour of Robert Thorn,” which was read the firſt time, and can 
Ordered to lie on the table. : , | {un 

The committee appointed for the purpole reported a bill, entituled © A in! 

«© A to provide for the election of Repreſentatives of this ſtate in the Congre/ . \ 
„ tbe. United States, which was read the firſt time, and | {ery 
+, Ordered to lie on the table. i „ @-. 
The committee appointed February 19th laſt, to enquire and report the cou 
reaſons why the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe T 
agreeably to law, made report, which was read, as follows, v2. have 
The committee appointed to enquire why the public accounts have nol mad 
been furniſhed to this Houſe, agreeably to law, beg leave to report- aum 
- That it appeared to the committee, that the delay in the exhibition 01 filed 
the public accounts, agreeably to law, at the commencement of the la wou 
ſeſſion of the Houſe, proceeded partly from the numerous and difficult = ſettl, 


thens which the legiſlature has, from time to time, impoſed upon the off 
. oy $ | 0 


ö 
} 


: Fr 1 


of the Comptroller-General, beyond his ability to execute, and partly from 
a want of regularity and arrangement in the tranſaction of his bulineſs. 

The perpetual accumulation of duty upon duty, and power upon power, 
which has accompanied this office ever ſince its inſtitution, has encreaſed it 
to a magnitude, of which the. public ſeem ſcarcely aware, at the expence of 


that order, ſimplicity and economy, particularly neceſſary in the manage 


ment of the revenues of a republic. 


To enumerate the titles only of the. different acts of Aſſembly which have 


inveſted this officer with new powers, or enlarged thoſe he poſſeſſed before, 
would conſume more time than could be juſtified by propriety. It will be 
ſufficient to remark, that beſides the numerous and various demands brought 


by individuals againſt the ſtate, including as well thoſe proceeding from 


the incidents of the late war which ſtill remain unſettled, as thoſe which 
are repeatedly occurring in the daily tranſactions of the ſtate, this officer is 
required by law to ſettle, at ſtated periods, the accounts of the perſons em- 
ployed in collecting almoſt every ſpecies of public revenue, and until he ſhall 
find leiſure to effect ſuch ſettlement, even the powers of the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive Council are reſtrained. . „ 1 
Upon the ſame officer is devolved the laborious employment of effecting 
the exchange of continental and new loan certificates, with which are ne- 
ceſſarily connected the receipt and payment of indents. . 
The more arduous and important taſk of preparing and ſtating the ac- 
count between this ſtate and the United States, in which the intereſt of 
Pennſylvania is ſo deeply involved, is alſo committed to his charge. An ob- 


jet of this magnitude would have juſtified the appointment of a commiſ- 


fioner, for the excluſive purpoſes of ſettling the individual accounts, upon 
which this muſt depend, and afterwards of bringing forward the general 


accounts, in ſuch a manner as would be moſt likely to do juſtice to the 


ſtate. | pa | | E 
In another inſtance the legiſlature appears to have been equally profuſe of 
its confidence, though the committee cannot diſcover the connection it has 
with the nature of the office. Wo 1 SODA 
All the certificates received in payment at the Land Office are directed to 
be delivered to the Comptroller- General, who, altho' thus poſſeſſed of the 
treaſure of the ſtate to a great amount, gives no ſecurity for the ſafe keep- 
ing of the property he receives, while the Treaſurer, in whoſe hands alone it 
can with propriety be placed, is bound, with two or more ſureties, in the 
ſum of thirty thouſand pounds, altho' the fourth part of that ſum is ſeldom 

in his poſſeſſion at one time. jo 8 | 
Without proceeding farther in this detail, the committee beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that whether from the impracticable and unwieldy duties of the office, 
or from a want of clearneſs and method in ſtating and keeping the public ac- 

counts, the whole buſineſs is greatly in arrear. | % 
The account between this ſtate and the United States, although ſeven years 
have been employed upon it, is not yet compleated. No entries have been 
made in his general books of any*tranſattions fince February 1786, and the 
numerous accounts depending between the ſtate and individuals, which are 
filed in his office, and which, in caſe of accident happening to the officer, 
would be almoſt the only evidence of the tranſaction, would, from their un- 


ſettled ſtate, only ſerve to miſlead. Notwithſtanding the acts of the 28th 


March and 3oth September, 1789, he has furniſhed the Regiſter-General with 
| abr} Sd e no 
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to Preeland's mills, near the weſt branch of the river Suſquehanna, which 
ſervice he performed, and received no compenſation therefor ; and Praying 
this Houſe to direct payment to be made him for the ſervices rendered a 
.aforeſaid. 5 285 0 e — 55 

Ordered to lie on the tabbwe. e | | 
A letter from David Rittenhouſe, Eſquire, late Treaſurer of the fate, was 
read, ſetting forth, that he has prepared the following ſums of paper money 

for burning, one thouſand one hundred and fijty-four pounds of the laſt emiſ- 
ſion; three thouſand dollars of June 1780, received in the Loan-Office; 
two thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty-ſeven dollars of Treaſury notes, 
which have never been iflued, but ought to be burnt; ve thouſand three 
hundred and twenty-three pounds of reſolve and commonwealth money; and 
a few bills of iſland money; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſaid 
letter was read the ſecond time: Whereupon _ | 
 . Reſolved, That ſaid letter be referred to the committee of accounts, and 

that they be and hereby are authoriſed and directed to count, burn and de- 

:ſtroy the ſeveral ſums of money ſpecified in the ſaid letter. 

The committee appointed November 6th laſt, on the petition of Eltazer 
Oſald, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. : | 

The committee on the petition of Eleazer Oſwald, repreſenting that he is 
guardian to Jane Jones, Blathwaite Fones, Mary Jones and Gibbs Jones, mi- 
nors; that ſaid minors, as heirs at law to their grand-mother Jane Jones, 


deceaſed, are entitled to one undivided ſixth part of a meſſuage and lot of WM << 
ground in the city of Philadelphia; that by reaſon of the non- age of ſaid P 
minors, the ſaid one ſixth part of ſaid lot cannot be ſold, and in its pre- J* 
ſent Nate affords no ſubſiſtence for ſaid minors, who have no means of ſup- o 
port; and praying, in behalf of ſaid minors, for a bill to be paſſed, au- w. 
Ct 


thoriſing him to ſell and diſpoſe of the ſame for the benefit of the ſaid 
minors, are of opinon that the prayer of the petitioner, in behalf of aid a 
minors, is reaſonable and juſt, and therefore offer the following reſolu- ]. 
tion, bis. 1 > & ts 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authoriſ 1 
the faid Eleazer Ofwald to fell and diſpoſe of one ſixth part of ſaid lot of 4 
ground, for the ſupport and maintenance of ſaid minors. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


* 


The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © ing 


% AF in favour of Robert Thorn,” which was read the firſt time, and * 
Ordered to lie on the table. ; {um 

The-committee appointed for the purpole reported a bill, entituled © A in h 
% Act to provide for the election of Repreſentatives of this ſtate in the Congre a V 
„g tbe United States, which was read the firſt time, and J 1 
| | 1 Or It 


. Ordered to lie on the table. 1 OY | 
The committee appointed February 19th laſt, to enquire and report th cour 
reaſons why the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe T. 
agreeably to law, made report, which was read, as follows, v2. have 
The committee appointed to enquire why the public accounts have nol mad 
been furniſhed to this Houſe, agreeably to law, beg leave to report 
That it appeared to the committee, that the delay in the exhibition © filed 
the public accounts, agreeably to law, at the commencement of the 1a woul 
ſeſſion of the Houſe, proceeded partly from the numerous and difficult bu 
thens which the legiſlature has, from time to time, impoſed upon the oth Mar, 


4 


5 


of the Comptroller-General, beyond his ability to execute, and partly from 
2 want of regularity and arrangement in the tranſaction of his buſineſs. _ 
The perpetual accumulation of duty upon duty, and power upon power, 
which has accompanied this office ever: ſince its inſtitution, has encreaſed it 
to a magnitude, of which the. public ſeem ſcarcely aware, at the expence of 
that order, ſimplicity and economy, particularly neceſſary in the manage- 
ment of the revenues of a republic. 5 | 5 
To enumerate the titles only of the different acts of Aſſembly which have 
inveſted this officer with new powers, or enlarged thoſe he poſſeſſed before, 
would conſume more time than could be juſtified by propriety. It will be 
ſufficient to remark, that beſides the numerous and various demands brought 
by individuals againſt the ſtate, including as well thoſe proceeding from 
the incidents of the late war which ſtill remain unſettled, as thoſe which 
are repeatedly occurring in the daily tranſactions of the ſtate, this officer is 
required by law to ſettle, at ſtated periods, the accounts of the perſons em- 
ployed in collecting almoſt every ſpecies of public revenue, and until he ſhall 
find leiſure to effect. ſuch ſettlement, even the powers of the Supreme Ex- 
ecntive.Connoil ate reffrained;: . ꝛ 
Upon the ſame officer is devolved the laborious employment of effecting 
the exchange of continental and new loan certificates, with which are ne- 
ceſſarily connected the receipt and payment of indents. | 
The more arduous and important taſk of preparing and ſtating the ac- 
count between this ſtate and the United States, in which the intereſt of 
Pennſylvania is ſo deeply involved, is alſo committed to his charge. An ob- 
ject of this magnitude would have juſtified the appointment of a commiſ- 
ſioner, for the excluſive purpoſes of ſettling the individual accounts, upon 
ö which this muſt depend, and afterwards of bringing forward the general 
accounts, in ſuch a manner as would be moſt likely to do juſtice to the 
1 ſtate. 15 555 [a xg | | | . 
In another inſtance the legiſlature appears to have been equally profuſe of 
its confidence, though the committee cannot diſcover the connection it ha 
with the nature of the office. 3 e SEV 
All the certificates received in payment at the Land Office are directed to 
be delivered to the Comptroller- General, who, altho' thus poſſeſſed of the 
treaſure of the ſtate to a great amount, gives no ſecurity for the ſafe keep» 
ing of the property he receives, while the Treaſurer, in whoſe hands alone it 
can with propriety be placed, is bound, with two or more ſureties, in the 
ſum of thirty thouſand pounds, altho' the fourth part of that ſum is ſeldom 
in his poſſeſſion at one time. | | 


Without proceeding farther in this detail, the committee beg leave to ob- 
ſerve, that whether from the impraQticable and unwieldy duties of the office, 
or from a want of clearneſs and method in ſtating and keeping the public ac- 
counts, the whole buſineſs is greatly in arrear. | "7 
The account between this ſtate and the United States, although ſeven years 
have been employed upon it, is not yet compleated. No entries have been 
made in his general books of any · tranſactions ſince February 1786, and the 
numerous accounts depending between the ſtate and individuals, which are 
filed in his office, and which, in caſe of accident happening to the officer, 
would be almoſt-the only evidence of the tranſaction, would, from their un- 
ſettled ſtate, only ſerve to miſlead. Notwithſtanding the acts of the 28th 
March and 3oth September, 1789, he has furniſhed the Regiſter-General with 
; ? _ > . no 


/ 


7 


E 14 J 
no more than about ſixty of the balances due at the firſt mentioned period. 
The regular ſettlement with officers employed in collecting the revenues is in 
equal diſorder. Since the 28th of March, the accounts of only fix collect- 
ors of exciſe and five county treaſurers, of ten prothonotaries and clerks of 
quarter ſeſſions collecting fines and-forfeitures, marriage and tavern licences, 


of four of the prothonotaries liable to pay taxes upon legal proceſs, and of 


five county lieutenants, have been ſettled. _ 

Some of theſe officers, who have not fettled, have however made payments 
on account ſince the period referred to; but the manner in which many of 
thoſe: payments have been made ſtrongly evinces the neceſſity of thorough 
and immediate reformation. Inſtead of bringing money, they have proguced 
' receipts or certificates of their having already paid away the ſum for which 
they demand credit to perſons drawing intereſt from the ſtate ; thus preferring 
their friends and favorites, while the ſuffering creditor, who relies upon the 
general treaſury, is unjuſtly poſtponed. And theſe preferences are frequently 
given out-of funds ſpecifically appropriated to other demands. 

The only effectual means which have occurred to the committee of remedy- 


ing theſe evils is, to veſt the management of the whole productive part of 


the revenue in the Treaſurer of the ſtate, ſubject to proper examination and 
controul. Regularity, vigour and œconomy, appear to the committee to be 
the obvious conſequences of this meaſure, if adopted. | | 


i , 


The examination of the evidence of demands brought againſt the ſtate, 


4 


and the preparation and ſtatement of accounts, requiring more time and 


trouble than the reviſion of them afterwards, the committee apprehend that 
it would promote the completion of the unfiniſhed buſineſs in the hands of 
the Comptroller-General, if the accounts hereafter occurring were ſubmitted, 
in the firſt inſtance, to the Regiſter-General, to be afterwards laid before the 
Comptroller-General, for his inſpection and approbation, 
By theſe meaſures the time of the latter officer may be applied, with little 
interruption, to the diſcharge of that long arrearage of official duty, fo 
pernicious to the commonwealth; the accounts in which it is intereſted 
may in time be ſettled ; the annual requiſition for a ſtate of our finances be 
eaſily complied with; and it may not again be neceſſary to appoint a com- 
| mittee, to enquire © why the public accounts have not been furniſhed, 
<< agreeably to law.“ * FFV ET 
Ordered to lie on the table. | | 25 
A motion was made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, as fol- 
een ß 1 L 
Reſolved, That it is neceſſary to introduce greater regularity, vigour and 
cxconomy,_in the collection of the public revenues. That for this purpoſe, 
the ſettlement of the accounts of the collectors of exciſe, county treaſurers, 
prothonotaries, and clerks of courts of quarter ſeſſions collecting fines and 
forteitures, monies paid for marriage and tavern licences and taxes upon Writs, 
the receiver-general, and the auctioneers of the city of Phiadelph1a, the di- 
ſtrict of Southwark, and townſhip of the Northern-Liberties, and alſo the ac- 
counts of fees received by the ſecretary of Council and officers of the land- 
office, ought to be veſted in the treaſurer of the ſtate, ſubject to proper exa- 
mination and controul, _ „„ TOS, - 
| Reſolved; That the receipt of the intereſt and the remaining part of the 
principal of the monies loaned by the ſtate to its citizens ought to be effect- 
ed with leſs circuity and expence; for which purpoſe, the powers now veſted 


.1N 


6 


„ 1 


in fo officers of the Joan-oflice ought to be transferred to the treaſurer of 
the ſtate. 

Rgſolved, That the intereſt of the commonwealth requires that the account 
between the United States and this ſtate ſhould be compleated without fur- 
ther delay, and that all accounts depending between this ſtate and indivi- 
duals, or bodies politic (other than the United States) ſhould be ſettled and 
adjuſted to the 28th day of March, 1789 ; for which purpoſe, it is neceſſary ' 
to inveſt the Regiſter-General with the power of ſtating and adjuſting all ac- 
counts hereafter occurring between the ſtate and individuals, or bodies poli- 
tic, ſubject to the reviſion of the Comptroller-General, and final approba- 
tion of the Su «| Shag Executive Council. 

Reſolved, T 


and received in payment for lands, or otherwiſe, by this ſtate, except certifi- 


cates received on loan by virtue of the act paſſed March iſt, 1786, ought to 


be veſted. in the treaſurer of the ſtate. 
| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, for the pur- 
ſes before mentioned. 


' Ordered to lie on the table. 
The report on the petition of a number of the inhabitants of- W 


townſhip, in the county of Franklin, read yeſterday, was read the ſceond 
time: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That ſundry inhabitants of Fannet tewundp. in Fronklis county, 
who have requeſted an exoneration from taxes, have leave to withdraw their 

tion. 

aße bill, title An Af for altering a certain Houſe þ in the chartey of 
the corporation for rhe relief of the widows and children of Clergymen of the 
1 Forge: Epiſcopal church in the United States of America, was read the 


ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


liſhed for conſideration. 

Mr. Rawle, in his place, read a bill, eatieithg — An AZF to confirm and 
« eftabliſh the titles of lands, tenements and hereditaments, held under the late 
« Proprietaries of Pennſylyania ; and, having obtained leave for that pur- 
poſe, preſented the ſame to the chair, when it was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled . An A 
« for granting the ſum of nds, towards un, a road any 
« tbe Blue Mountain, in the county of Cumberland.” 

And on the' queſtion, — Jill the Houſe confider the fame by paragraph * 

It was carried in the negative. 

The bill, entituled “ An Ad to authoriſe the ſale of the barracks in the 
5 borough of 198 was read the ſecond. time, and conſidered by para- 
graphs. 

Ordered, That it be maplirthed for a \ third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
ed for conſideration. 

The bill, entituled . An Af for regulating fences, and directing the mode 

pos 4 proceeding with treſpaſſing creatures within the counties berein after men- 
« tioned,” was read the third time. 


And on the queſtion, — « Will the Houſe confider the Jame by paragraphs 2. 


It was carried in the negative. 
> 3 A ; The 


at the cuſtody of all certificates granted by the United States, 
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a: eie, 
The report on the ſeveral letters from the Regiſter- General and Comp. 
.  troller-General, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. TEE 
A A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell, ' | © 
Jo poſtpone the conſideration of the faid report. 
Which was carried in the affirmative. Whereupon, + 
On motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, . 
Oradered, That one hundred copies of the ſaid report, as well as of the 
report of the committee appointed February 19th, to enquire and report the 
reaſons why the public accounts have not been farnidhed-20: this Houle, 
agreeably to law, and of the reſolutions contained in the motion made by Mr, 
Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, be printed, for the uſe of the members. 


_., Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 
Sasaturday, March 13, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant oat yt 
The committee appointed February 25th, on the petition of the truſtees 
of the public ſchool at Germantown, made report, which was read, as fol- 
lows, vis. 3 | Pa 


The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the truſtees of the 


- 


public ſchool at Germantown, report ?? | 
That they have enquired into the ſituation of the ſaid ſchool, and the ge- 
neral circumſtances of the inhabitants contiguous thereto, and are of opinion, 
that, from the nature of their occupations, being generally induſtrious 
_. tradeſmen, upon. whoſe. daily labour 1 the ſupport of their families, 
and from the populous neighbourhood of ſuch families which ſurround the 
ſaid ſchool, whoſe induſtry ſuffices to ſupport their families, but cannot 
enable them to give ſufficient learning to their children, it appears to your 
committee to be a ſchool, that, with a ſmall aſſiſtance from the legiſlature, 
may become a beneficial nurſery of learning to a very uſeful claſs of citizens; 
and as the only fund in the gift of the legiſlature is land, the appropriated 
bo, ooo acres. of which cannot be properly broken in upon at this time, yet 
as ſeveral grants have been made for like purpoſes out of the unappropriated 
lands of this ſtate, we conceive this ſmall, but-uſeful, ſeminary may be aided 
with great propriety out of ſaid lands, on condition of actual ſettlements to 
be made thereon within a limited time: Therefore your committee beg leave 

to ſubmit the following reſolution, via. VVV 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to grant 
acres of the unappropriated lands of this ſtate to the truſtees of the public 
. ſchool at Germantown, free of charges of ſurveying and other office fees, on 
. condition that they ſettle thereon one family for every tract of 300 acres 
thereof, within years after the date of the grant. 
J• .. , Eoin np: 8 
The committee appointed February 2oth, on the petitions for a diviſion of 
the county of Dauphin, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 
Ihe committee, to whom were referred the petitions of a number of the 
inhabitants of the eaſtern parts of Daupbin county, and the petition of a 
number of the inhabitants of the. north-weſtern part of the dounty of Berks, 
praying for a diviſion of the county of Dauphin aforeſaid, beg leave to re- 
port 3 „„ 33 
| : That 
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That it appears to your committee that the petitioners labour under many 
diſadvantages on account of their diſtant ſituation from the ſeat of juſtice; 


yet, however proper your committee might deem a diviſion of ſaid county, + 


they conceive the boundary lines of the propoſed county extend too far, in 
as much as the ſaid lines would render the old county too ſmall, and conſe- 
quently be injurious to the im bitante nn They therefore offer the fol- 
lowing reſolution, vix. 5 
Rgſolved, That the prayer of thet petitions "of a number of the inkabie- 
ants of the eaſtern parts of the county of Dauphin, and of the petition of a 
number of the inhabitants of the north-weſtern part of the county of N 
cannot at this time be granted. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, entituled 
% An Adi to incorporate the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Congregation of St. James's 
4 church, in the — of Briſtol, and. county of Bucks” which was read 
the firſt time, and N 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The petition of William Cook, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Ealer and Mr. M. Creight, 
to report thereon. ab. 
The petition. of Frederick Do, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond 
time. 


Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Erb, Mr. Reiſf and Mr. Mitchell, to 


report thereon. 


The committee appointed e 19th laſt, on that part of the report 
of the committee which reſpects the act, entituled An A# for amending 
"4 :tbe penal laws of this ſtate, made report, which was read; and on mo- 


tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and e 29s 


28 follows, viz. 

The committee, to whom was referred the confideration of the act, en- 
tituled « An Act to amend the penal laws of this flate,” report 

That in the opinion of the committee it will be expedient to continue the 
ſyſtem of puniſhment contained in the act above mentioned for a limited 
time, with certain improvements, to be directed by the Legiſlature, in the 
manner of carrying it into effect For which papers __ ſubmit _ fal- 
lowing reſolutions, vix. 

Reſolved, That a committee be ene to bring i in a bill, to continue | 
the act, entituled An AF to amend the penal laws of this ſtate, for 
Nane and to repeal the ſupplement thereto. | 

| Reſolved,” That the committee be inſtructed to report a ſupplementary bit, 
founded upon the following principles, viz. 

That all offenders ſentenced to hard labour be confined and employed ir in 
folitary cells or apartments, under the inſpection of keepers by day, and the 
guard of a centinel at night: That for this purpole a ſuitable number of 
cells, feet in width, feet in depth, and feet in heighth, 
be conſtructed, in the yard of the gaol of the city and county of Phzladelphia : 
That the Courts of Quarter Seſſions in the ſeveral counties thall be autho- 
riſed to ſend perſons convicted in their reſpective counties to the faid gaol, to 
be confined at hard labour during the time for which: they ſhall reſpectively 
receive ſentence: And that the. Preſident and Supreme Extenite Council be 

} authoriſed 
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to be paid by the city and county of Philadelphia; provided the whole ex- 


| ing the ſaid law, ſhall be liable to the ſame puniſhments as if the ſaid act 


ſubſiſtence, ſhall be laid aſide for the uſe. of ſuch convict, to be deliver- 


tee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolutions. | 


the ſecond time: Whereupon 
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authoriſed to draw orders on the Treaſurer of the ſtate for the ſum of ' 
do be applied towards erecting the ſame, the remainder thereof 


pence ſhall not exceed the ſum of i That the remaining 

part of the gaol be divided into apartments, for the ſeparate confinement of 

female convicts, perſons charged with miſdemeanors, vagrants and diſorderly 
ſons, committed by the order of any Magiſtrate. - 


Reęſolved, That the work-houſe of the city of Philadelphia be ſet apart for 


the reception of debtors, and of perſons committed to ſecure their appear- 
. ance as witneſſes, and who are not charged with any miſdemeanor or higher 


* 


offence. | | 
Reſolved, That convicts having eſcaped, or having been pardoned, and 
committing offences which were liable to be capitally puniſhed before enact- 


had not been made : That a proportionable part of the ſurplus, if any, from 
the labour of ſuch convicts, after deducting the expences of. cloathing and 


ed to him at the expiration of his confinement, if he has behaved himſelf 
well. 13 93 25 1 e 5 | 
Ordered, That Mr. Raule, Mr. M Dowell and Mr. Kennedy be a commit- 


On motion, 5 5 
Ordered, That Mr. Balliot have leave of abſence during the remainder of 
the preſent ſeſſion. e „ 
On motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded. by Mr. M Dowe lll. 
Oradered, That the bill, entituled An Act to confirm and eftabliſh the ti- 
** tles of lands, tenements and hereditaments, held under the late Proprietaries of 
% Pennſylvania,” read yeſterday, be referred to Mr. Lewts, Mr. Hage and 
Mr. Maclay, to report thereon. „„ a? . 
The report on the petition of Eleazer Oſiuald, read yeſterday, was read 8 


Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, authoriſing 52 


Eleager Ofwald to ſell and diſpoſe of one ſixth part of the lot of ground men- th 
tioned in his petition to this Houſe, for the uſe of the minors in the faid pe- ha 


„„ Phd TT | 
Ordered, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hage, Mr. Alliſon and Mr. Roberts be a Fo 


committee, to bring in a. bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. to 
Mr. Carſon, in his place, read a bill, entituled? An A# to ered? the ſl ..; 
« town of in the county of Dauphin, into. a borough;” and, having 


obtained leave for that purpoſe, preſented the ſame to the chair, when it was in ö 
read the firſt time, and | | Ig + 
Ordered to lie on the table. IE, Rt 2 

On motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Macla g. 

| Ordered, That Tueſday next be aſſigned for reſuming the conſideration of ple 
the report on the ſeveral letters from the Comptroller- General and Regiſter- 8 
General, poſtponed yeſterday, as well as to take up for a ſecond reading the 
report of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the reaſons why 
the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe, agreeably to law, 
and to conſider the reſolutions contained in the motion made by Mr. Raul, 
ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, and that they be the order for that day. 5 


. 8 5 . 187 HY 
The bill, entituled An Act tn Favour of Robert Thorn,” was read the 
ſecond time, and conſidered. by paragraphs. 


Oriel, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. 


e until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. 


De TY March 15, 1790. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

A letter from the Comptroller-General, containing certain remarks on the 
ſubject matters contained in the report on the ſeveral letters from the ſaid 
Comptroller- General and Regiſter-General, poſtponed March 12th, as well 
as. in the report of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the rea- 
lons why the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe, agrees 
ably to law, and the reſolutions: contained in the motion made by Mr. Raule, 
and ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, was read, together with its encloſures, letter- 
ed from A. to H. incluſive. 15 

Ordered to lie on the table. 6 
> "THe. committee, to whom was referred, November 18th laſt, the report 
of a committee of the late Houſe of Aſſembly reſpecting the repairs. of 
Mud. and, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee, appointed the 18th of November laſt, to take into con- 
ſideration the report of a committee made to the late Houſe of n 
the 29th September, 1789, beg leave to report 

That it appears the banks of Mud-Iſland, in the river Delaware, were ſo 
exceedingly decayed by high freſhes, Ic. as to endanger the fortifications and 
| other buildings erected. thereon, the property of this ſtate ; that the Preſident 
and Council have, in order to prevent their going to ruin, expended four. 
hundred and ninety-fix pounds eight ſhillings and three-pence, by draughts on 
the treaſury, towards the repairs thereof, without any expreſs appropriation 
having been made by Jaw for that purpoſe; that the further ſum of five 
hundred pounds is required, to co . the neceſſary repairs in a permanent 

manner; and as the preſervation of the ſaid iſland, fort and other property, 
is a very deſirable objet, your committee ſubmit the en reſolution, 
wlll 85 
. Reſolved, That a committee has i to bring i in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, directing the State Treaſurer. to ſet apart one thouſand pounds of 
the intereſt ariſing Fay the Loan-Office, for the purpoſe of da de the 
aur bundre and ninety-fix pounds eight ſbillings and three-pence already expend- 
ed on the banks of Mud-1ſand, as well as to furniſh a ſum fufficient to com- 
plete the further repairs required on ſaid iſland; and to authoriſe the Preſi- 
dent and Supreme Executive Council to employ ſuitable perſons, by contract 
or otherwiſe: (as to them ſhall ſeem beſt) to put the banks of Mud-I/land into 
good and durable repair, and to pay for the ſame by a warrant or warrants, 
drawn on the State Treaſury, for any ſum not e froe pundred and 
three pounds eleven ' ſhillings and nime-pence. 
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petition of Henry Pawling, report 


are of opinion that it is proper and neceſſary to repeal the act, entituled 


AAA _ — ——— - A” 49, — — APA es ye — 2 
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committee on the ſame ſubje&, and a letter from three of the Truſtees for A 


fore ſubmit the following reſolutions, viz. 


to be re-annexed to Northumberland county, ought not at this time to be 


preceding reſolution, have leave to withdraw their petitions. 


The committee, to whom were referred, November 28th laſt, all the 
papers on the files of the General Aſſembly reſpecting the claims to lands 
in the county of Luzerne, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 

The committee, to whom were referred all the papers on the files of the 
late Houſe relative to diſputed lands in the county of Luzerne, and alſo the 


- 


That upon due conſideration of all the circumſtances of the caſe, they 


« An Ad jor aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecti- 
«© cut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and 
« for other purpeſes therein mentioned: They therefore ſubmit the following 
reſolution, v2. | 3 | | | | | 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to repeal the 
act, entituled An A# for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons, 
* called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county 
%%, Luzerne, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned.” | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 
+ The committee, to whom were referred, February 1iotb, the petitions of 
895 inhabitants of the county of Mzfiin, and to whom was re-committed, ; 
February 16th, that part of the report of a committee, read December 7th i #d 
laſt, which reſpects the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the 
townſhips of Potter's, Bald- Eagle, Lack, Milford, Fermanagh and Greenwood, 1 
in the county of Miflin aforeſaid, made report, which was read, as follows, : 
VIZ. + 2 EY 5 
The committee, to whom were referred the petitions of a number of the 7 
inhabitants of the county of Miſlin, relative to the ſeat of juſtice and boun- 0 
dary line of ſaid county, to whom was alſo referred the report of a former ilhe 


erecting the public buildings of ſaid county, report 

That they have carefully attended to the buſineſs referred to them, and V 
endeavoured to gain every information in their power that appeared likely to 7 
lead to a proper determination; and, after mature conſideration, are not {Miirelc 
able to diſcover any ſufficient reaſon for removing the ſeat of juſtice of the Nat 
ſaid county of Miflin from the place where it is already fixed by law, al- Ie 
though they are of opinion that ſome of the boundary lines may at ſome ſine 
future time admit of alterations to advantage: They are alſo of opinion that of tl 
it will be proper to appoint an additional Commiſſioner, or Truſtee, for nigl 
erecting the court -houſe and priſon for ſaid county: The committee there- hd 


: 


Reſolved, That the prayer contained in the petitions of a number of the 
inhabitants of Pozfer's and Bald-Eagle townſhips, in the county of Miffin, 
granted, | | N 

Reęſolved, That the petitions of a fumber of the inhabitants of M.flin 
county, and part of Greenwood townſhip, in Cumberland county, praying for 
a removal of the ſeat of juſtice in ſaid county of Miflin, ought not to be 
granted, and that they, together with the petitioners mentioned in the laſt 


' Refolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 

into a law, for appointing an additional Truſtee for erecting a court- houſe 

and priſon in and for the county of Mzrfin. | N 
= 9 9 85 The 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
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The committee appointed February 24th, on the petition of Mary Hur- 
riſon, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. | n 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Mary Harrison, 


report 


true; that it is not to be preſumed to have been the intention of the Legiſla- 
ture to puniſh the innocent creditor for the faults of the guilty debtor, 
which would moſt certainly be the conſequence, if the act of the 6th 
March, 1778, is to be adhered to in the preſent caſe: Your committee, 
feeling a conviction that the Houle are deſirous of extending equal juſtice 
to all, offer the following reſolution, viz. | 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the petition of Mary Harriſon be complied 
with ; that ſhe have leave to bring in a bill, for the purpoſes ſet forth in 
faid petition, provided, the rate of exchange ſhall not exceed one hundred and 
2 pounds thirteen ſhillings and four-pence currency for one hundred pounds 
ſterling. | 

Onlcved to lie on the table. | f 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled An 
Act to reform the penal laws of this flate,” which was read the firſt time, 
and „ 55 . | ESE 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 

The bill, entituled An Ad for compenſating Laughlin M*Cartney, and 
« others therein mentioned, for ſupplies by them furniſhed the civil officers of 
* Northumberland county in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- 
« five,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. _ 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. 

A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Mbite, in the words 
bllowing, viz. x Wy | | 

Whereas the General Aſſembly, by a reſolve, appointed John Byers, 
(bri/topber Gottig and Henry Haller Commiſſioners, to view and examine the 
reſent road leading from Conrad Mrnick's to Sunbury, and to mark and lay 
mt a road, the beſt and neareſt the country will admit of, from and to 
the places aforeſaid; and by the ſame reſolve did empower the ſaid commiſ- 
loners to call on the treaſurer of Northumberland county for all arrearages 


night thereafter come into his hands, excepting only ſuch ſums as had been 
pad by order of the Supreme Executive Council for the defence of the fron- 
ter of ſaid the county: And whereas the ſaid commiſſioners, by the ſaid re- 
ſlre, were to report their proceedings to the General Aſſembly of this ſtate, 
the money by them received, and of their expenditures, from time to 
ime, and of the amendments and alterations which they may make in the 
ad road: And as it is apprehended that a conſiderable ſum of the ſaid 
zöteen- penny taxes yet remains unaccounted for by the treaſurer and coun- 
y commiſſioners of Northumberland county, and as the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for viewing and repairing the ſaid road have not rendered an ac- 
count to the General Aſſembly of this ſtate, agreeable to the intention of 
e General Aſſembly when the ſaid commiſſioners were appointed: There- 
re 3 ; | i : 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Fohn Byers, Chri/topher Gottig and Henry Haller, 
e called upon to report their proceedings under the reſolve of the General 
Aſſembly 


That the particulars ſtated in the petition of Mary Harriſon appear to be 


f the eigbteen- penny taxes then in the hands of the ſaid treaſurer, or that 
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the week, and deprived of the rights and privileges enjoyed by the other 
they are directed to be held on the ſeventh days of the week, being the 


erected a houſe for the worſhip of God; that they are ſtill indebted to divers 


to grant them leave to bring in a bill, to raiſe, de way of lottery, a ſum of 
money ſufficient for the aforeſaid purpoſe. | | 
made report, which was read, as follows, viz. 
teatins, report— 
ſent laws relative to the inſpection of ſtaves, heading, boards and lumbe 


appear to require the intervention of the legiſlative powers of 9 0 Houſe 


ſeveral acts of Aſſembly relative to the N of” 5 heading, board 
and lumber. | 


the report on the ſeveral letters from the Comptroller-General and Regiſte 
General, poſtponed March 12th: Whereupon, 
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Aiſerbly of W of the 22d of March, 1784, in eve ry matter and 
thing done by them under the ſaid reſolve, to the General Aſſembly, at their 
next ſeſſion; and that the Clerk of the General Aſſembly be directed to 
furniſh the ſaid commiſſioners with a copy of this reſolution, h 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The bill, entituled A further Supplement to the att of Aſſembly, enti- 


% 


* ruled An Act for the relief of inſolvent debtors within the Province 


e of Pennſylvania,” was read the third time, and conſidered by para- 


graphs. 
8 = That it be engroſled, "© the purpoſe. of being enacted into a law. 


Adjourned until ten o'clock t0-Morrow, A.M. 


0 March 16, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from the members of the religious ſociety called Seventl- -day 


Baptiſis, and others in their behalf, was read, ſetting forth, that by the 
law now in force they are ſubjected to fine for labouring on the firſt day of 


citizens of this ſtate of attending the townſhip elections, in as much as 


day allotted by faid ſociety for their public worſhip ; and Ld relief in ; 
the premiſes. a 
Ordered to lie on the tabe. e | : 

A petition from the members of the Hebrew congregation in the city o 8 


Philadelphia was read, ſetting forth, that they have at a conſiderable expence 


perſons for compleating the ſame about eight hundred pounds, and for whic 
the ſame will be fold by public auction, unleſs payment of the faid ſum bg 
made; that the number of their members is confiderably diminiſhed, and the 
congregation unable to diſchage the faid debt; therefore praying this Houlc 


Ordered to lie on the table. | XY 
The committee appointed February cork, on- whe petition of Georg Ingles 


The committee on the petition of Berge Igler, Inſpector of ſtaves a and 


That the defects d of in the ſaid petition as exiſting in the pre 


The following reſolution is therefore ſubmitted, biz. 
 Reſofved, That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, to amend th 


Ordered to lie on the table. | ener] 
Agreeabl 5 to the order of the day, the Houſe ink the > eration 


On motion of Mr. Rawole, ſeconded by Mr. Vanx, . . 
Ordered, That the further „ of the ſaid 998 be poſtpo 1271 
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The report of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the reaſons 
why the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe, agreeably to 
law, and the reſolutions contained in the motion made by Mr. Rawle, ſe- 
conded by Mr. Thomas, were, agreeably to the order of the day, nn 
read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 

A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell, 

To poſtpone the ſaid report and reſolutions, 

It was then moved by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, 

To amend the ſaid motion, by inſerting, after the word . reſolutrons,” the 


words, „ until to-morrow.” 8 


Which was carried in the affirmative, and the motion for poſtponement, 
as amended, adopted. 
A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Harris, 


That one hundred copies of the letter from the Comptroller-General, read 


yeſterday, be printed, for the uſe of the members. 

A letter from Sharp Delany, Eſq; was preſented to the chair, and read, 
contradicting certain charges contained in the letter from the Comptroller- 
General, read yeſterday. 

| Ordered to lie on the table. 
jt was then moved by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 

o ſtrike off one hundred copies of the ſaid letter from the Comptroller- 
General, together with the ſtatement of Ae public accounts, marked A. 
for the uſe of the members. 

On the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe n to the ſaid motion of Mr. Ken- 
% nedy and Mr. Maclay ?''—the Yeas and Nays Nein called by Mr. * 


% 


and Mr. Gurney, were as ys UIZ. : 
| Y E A & NE * E X 
1 Thomas Kennea 112 James Marſhall, 
2 David Mitchell, _ 13 John Gilchreeſt, 
3 Jonatban e 4 h 
YH, John Ludwig,  _ 15 James Fobnſton, 
5 Nicholas Lutz, | 16 FJobn Rhea, 
FP 18 Jaca Miley, 
7 Samuel Machlay, HE an Carſon, 
-.. 8 Jon Bains oo. 19 James M*Crerght, 8 
9 James Barr, | 20 Jobn Harris, 5 
10 James Alliſon, © 21 FJobn Nevil. 
II Alexander W right, 1 : 
N AVS. N RA 
1 Lawrence Sickle, _ & Richard Downing, jun. 
2 Pilliam Rawle, 2 Jobn M<Dowell, 
3 Francis Gurney, ; I 5 James Clemſon, 
41 Samuel Aſbmead. 14 John Hopkins, 
5 Thomas Paul, 15 Henry Dering. 
6 Thomas Britton, 16 James Cunningham, 
7 Valentine Upp, 17 Jacob Erb, 
9 John Cbapman. 18 Jobn Miller, 
| 9 James Bryan, a bomas Clingan, ; 
I 1 Richard Thomas, | 20 7 9 pb * 8 
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5 N A 8. 
21 Jacob Schmyſer, | 
22 Jobn Stewart, 
23 Thomas Lilley, 
24 Wiham Godfrey, = 
25 Daniel Leinbach, 
26 Peter Eater, 
27 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
28 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
29 Herman Huſband, 


34 James Vaux, 


35 Obadiabh Gore, 


37 Hugh Lloyd, 
38 Richard 5 
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31 Jacob Reit, 5 5 co 
= Jonathan Roberts, Eo me 


33 B enjamin Markley, 


36 David Stewart, 


Bo it was carried in the negative. 


On motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr, 2 | 
» *Ordered, That Friday next be aſſigned for the ſecond reading of the report 
read yeſterday, reſpecting the claims to lands in the county of Luzerne, and 
«that it be the order for that day. 
The bill, entituled “ An Act for the rehef of John Lytle, John Webb and 
« William Murray,” was read the third time, and in part conſidered by pa- 
ragraphs. 
— That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The report of the committee reſpecting the repairs of Mud-Iſland, read 
eſterday, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
Ręſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, 2 the State Treaſurer to ſet apart one thouſand pounds of 
*the intereſt ariſing from the Loan-Office, for the purpoſe of replacing the 
our hundred and ninety-fix pounds eight ſhillings and three-pence already expend- 
ed on the banks of Mua-1/iand, as well as to furniſh a ſum ſufficient to com- 
plete the further repairs required on ſaid iſland; and to authoriſe the Preſi- 
dent and Supreme Executive Council to employ ſuitable perſons, by contract 
or otherwiſe (as to them ſhall ſeem beſt) to put the banks of Mud-1/and into 
good and durable repair, and to pay for the ſame by a warrant or warrants, 
drawn on the State Treaſury, for any ſum not excevdibg foe bundred and 
three pounds eleven ſhillings and nine-pence. 
Ordered,, That Mr. Lewis, Mr. Gurney and Mr. Carſon be a committee, to 
bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. _ 
The petition of Fohn Glen, read December 9th laſt, was read the ſecond 
time. 


| Ordered, That he have leave to den his petition. 1 2 
| Adjourned' on ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 5 4 
| th 

Wedneſday, March 17, 1 7 90. A. M. 1 * 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. * 


A letter from the e eee was 3 dated March r6th 1 in- 10 
ſtant. | | 
| Ordered to lie on the table. ä 
The committee appointed February 20th, on the 1 of a number of th 
the inhabitants of the townſhips: of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham and_ th 
Spring field, in the —_— of . made PM which Was read, on po 


follow VIZ. ; 1 
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The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a number of the in- 
habitants of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham and Spring field townſhips, in the 


county of Montgomery, praying to be ſeparated from the county of Montgo- 


nery, and annexed to the county of Philadeiphia, report 

That fully convinced of the impropriety of altering county lines, unlefs 
in caſes of ſtrong neceſſity, and conceiving that ſuch neceſſity does not exiſt 
in the preſent inſtance, they are of opinion that leave ſhould be given to 
withdraw the ſaid petitions: The following reſolution is therefore ſubmit- 
ted, VIS. V | 

Reſolved, That leave be given to withdraw the petitions ſigned by a num- 
her of the inhabitants of the townſhips of Moreland, Abington, Cheltenham 
and Spring field, praying that the ſaid townſhips may be annexed to the coun- 
ty of Philadelphia. 52 | | 

_ Ocdered to lie on the table. 0 

The committee appointed March 1oth inſt. on the petitions of a number 
of the inhabitants of the county of Bedford, made report, which was read, 
25 follows, vis. EE ; | 1 

The committee, to whom were referred the petitions from a number of 
the inhabitants of Bedford county, praying for an exoneration from militia 
fines, beg leave to report 


find, that by the act of Aſſembly of the 27th of March, 1789, the commiſ- 


this commonwealth, have full power and authority to hold appeals,, and to 
grant exonerations from militia fines, as in their judgment and diſcretion ſhall 
ſeem meet; your committee are therefore of opinion that it would be impro- 
per for the legiſlature to interfere, where the exiſting laws have already ſuf- 
iciently provided: They therefore offer the following reſolution, vis. 

Reſolved, That the'petitioners from the county of Bedford, praying for an 
exoneration of militia fines, have leave to withdraw their petitions. 

Ordered to lie on the table. oy | 

The committee appointed February 16th laſt, on the memorial and petition 
of the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, made report in part, 
which was read, as follows, viz. „ | 4% 25 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial and petition of the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of the city of Philadelphia, report in part.— 

That without entering at preſent into the conſideration of the extenſive 
powers for the internal regulation of the city of Philadelphia, applied for by 
the memorialiſts, it appears requiſite that immediate proviſion ſhould be 
made to obviate certain inconveniencies, ariſing from a defect of proper au- 
thority to provide for the watching, lighting, paving and cleanſing the 


ſtreets, and, other local purpoſes: They have therefore taken the ws to 


report a bill for theſe ſpecial purpoſes only, entituled A further Supple- 
% ment to the act, entituled An Act to incorporate the city of Pliladel- 
« phbia.” Which bill was preſented to the chair, read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. : | ; 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe reſumed the conſideration of 
the report'of the committee appointed to enquire, and report the reaſons why 
the public accounts have not been furniſhed to this Houſe, agreeably to law, 
poſtponed yeſterday, as well as the reſolutions moved by Mr. Raule, and 


&conded by Mr. Thomas | 


That they have duly confidered the ſubject matter of their petition, and | 


honers of the city and county of Philade/phia, and of the ſeveral counties of 


A mo- 


„ . = | . 


ne 
: A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded: by Mr. Maclay, 
Jo poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid report and reſolutions. 


On the queſtion, — « Vill the Houſe agree 70 the peſtponement 2” the 


Yeas and Nays b 


3 Willam Lewis, 
4 Wilkam Rawle, 

5 Francis Gurney, 

6 Samuel Aſbmead, 

7 Thomas Paul, 

8 Thomas Britton, 

9 Valentine Upp, 

10 John Chapman, 

11 James Bryan, 5 
12 Richard Thomas, 
13 Richard Downing, jun. 

14 James Clemſon, 

15 Jobn Hopkins, 

16 Henry Dering, 

17 Jacob Erb, 


eing called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Gurney, were as fol. 


20 Fobn Stewart, 

21 Thomas Lilly, 
22 William Godfrey. 

23 Peter Ealer, 
224 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 


25 Jacob Reit, 


26 Jonatban Roberts, 
27 Benjamin Marley, 
28 James Vaux, 
29 Jacob Milky, 
30 James M*Creight, 
31 David Stewart, 
32 Hugh Lloyd, 


33 Richard Riley. 


low, viz. 0 
., „ . 7 
1 James Cunningham, 14 John Baird, ö 
2 Thomas Clingan, 15 James Barr, 
3 Joſeph Reed, 16 James Alliſon, © 
4 Thomas Kennedy, 17 Alexander Wright, 
5 David Mitchell, 18 James Marſhall, 2 
6 Jonathan Hoge, 19 Jobs Gilebregſt, s 
Jobn Ludwig, 20 James Finley, { 
Nicholas Lutz, 21 James Johnſton, 1 
9 Daniel Leinbach, 22 Jobn Rhea, t 
10 Anthony Lerch, jun. 23 John Carſon, + # 
11 John Moore, 24 Obagiah Gore, b 
12 Herman Huſband, 25 Fobn Nevil, t 
13 Samuel Maclay, 26 Jobn Harris. 1 
ENA F . „„ 5+ 755. 6 Oy d 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 18 Jobn Miller, f 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 19 Jacob Schmyſer. 


So it was carried in the negative. 


And the firſt of the ſaid propoſed reſolutions being under conſideration, v12. 
Reſolved, That it is neceſſary to introduce greater regularity, vigour and 
Economy in the collection of the public revenues. That for this purpoſe | 
the ſettlement of the accounts, of the Collectors of Exciſe, County Treaſu- 
rers, Prothonotaries, and Clerks of Courts of Quarter Seſſions collecting 
fines and forfeitures, monies paid for marriage and tavern licences, and taxes 
upon writs, the Receiver-General, and the Auctioneers of the city of Phila- 
delpbia, the diſtrict of Southwark, and townſhips of the Northern= Liberties 
and Moyamen/ing, and alſo the accounts of fees received by the l 7 

e | 5 Council, 


lieu of the former to inſert the word . arranging, 
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one and the officers of the Land-Office ought to be veſted i in the T rea- 


ſurer of the ſtate, ſubject to proper examination and conttoul. 


A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, | 
To ſtrike out the word ** ſettlement, and the word “ veſted,” and in 
and of the latter the 
word. . ſubmitted; and to add to the ſaid reſolution the following words, 
viz. © of the Comptroller-General.” | 

On the queſtion,—. Will the Houſe agree fo the vr peel amendments * 

It was carried in the negative. 

The original reſolution then recurring, vis. 

Refotved,” That it is neceſſary to introduce greater 3 vigour and 


* 


economy in the collection of the public revenues. That for this purpoſe 


the ſettlement of the accounts of tlie Collectors of Exciſe, County Trea- 
ſurers, Prothonotaries, and Clerks of. Courts of Quarter Seſſions collect- 


ing fines and forfeitures, monies paid for marriage and tavern licences and 


taxes upon writs, the Receiver-General, and the Auctioneers of the city of 
Philadelphia, the diſtrict of Southwark; and towhſhips of the Northern-Li- 
berttes-arid Moyamenfing, and allo the accounts of fees received by the Secre-. 


tary of Council and Officers of the Land-Office, ought to be veſted i in the. 


— of the ſtate, ſubject to proper examination and controul. 
- Ons the queſtion;— Will the Houſe adopt the ſame ?”—the Yeas and; 


Nay Fn, called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Vaux, were as follow, vir. 


Y E „ „„ 8. 
I Lawrence Sickle, * 22 Fobn Stewart, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 23 Thomas Lilley, 
3 William Lewis, 24 William Godfrey, 
4 Wiltam Rawle, „ 
5 Francis Gurney, 26 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
6 Samuel Albmeas; | 27 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
7 Thomas Paul, 28 Jobn Moore, 
8 Thomas Britton, | 29 Herman Huſband, 
9 Valentine Upp, - | 30 James Barr, 
10 Jobn Chapman, 3, Bos. 
11 James Bryan, | 32 Jonathan Roberts, 
12 Richard Thomas, 33 Benjamin Markley. 
1.3 Ricbard Downmg, jun. 234 James Vaux, 
14 James Clemſon. 35 Jacob Miley, 
15 Jobn Hopkins, © 30 Fobn Carſon, 
16 Henry Dering, 37 James M*Creight, _ 
17 James Cunningham, 38 Obadiab Gore, 
18 Jacob Erb, -— ; 39 David Stewart, ; 
Ig Jobn Miller, 40 Hugh Lloyd, : 
20 Thomas Clingan, 47 Richard Riley. 
N e 8 compſer, ; 
N N Ax. 08 
1 Joſepb Read. | 5 Nicholas Lutz, 
2 Thomas . 6 Daniel Leinbach, 
: David Mitebell, 7 Samuel Maclay, 


4 Jonathan Hoge, | | 8 Fobn Baird, 
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9 James Alliſon, 134 James Johnſton, 
10 Alexander Wright, 3 NG John Rhea, : 
11 James Marſhall, _ 16 John Nevil, 

12 Jobn Gilchreeſt, - 17 John Harris.” 


13 James Finley, 


So it was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolution adopted. 


Reſolved, That the. receipt of the intereſt, and the remaining part of the 
principal of the monies loaned by the ſtate to its citizens, ought to be effect- 
ed with leſs circuity and expence; for which purpoſe the powers now veſted 
in the officers of the loan-office ought to be transferred to the treaſurer of 
the ſtate. „ „ 


The following of the propoſed reſolutions being under conſideration, viz. 

Reſolved, That the intereſt of the commonwealth requires that the account 
between the United States and this ſtate ſhould be compleated without fur- 

ther delay, and that all accounts depending between this ſtate and indivi- 
duals, or bodies politic (other than the United States) ſhould be. ſettled and 
adjuſted to the 28th day of March, 1789.; for which purpoſe, it is neceſſary 
to inveſt the Regiſter-General with the power of ſtating and adjuſting all ac- 


counts hereafter occurring between the ſtate and individuals, or bodies poli- 


tic, ſubje& to the reviſion of the Comptroller-General, and final approba- 
tion of the Supreme Executive Council. 7? | t 
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 
To ſtrike out the words, “ to inveſt the Regiſter-General with the power 
& of flating and adjuſting all accounts hereafter occurring between the ſtate and 
« individuals, or bodies politic, ſubject to the revifion of the Camptroller-Gene- 
* ral, and final approbation of the Supreme Executive Council, in order to 
inſert the following in lieu thereof, . allow the Comptroller-General an 
e additional Clerk for one year.” | 5 | 
On the queſtion, —-** Will the Houſe agree to firike out. the ſaid words, for 
« the purpoſe aforeſaid? | | | IE 


It was carried in the negative, and the original reſolution. adopted. 


. Reſolved, That the cuſtody of all certificates granted by the United States, 


and received in payment for lands, or otherwiſe, by this ſtate, except certifi- 
cates received on loan by virtue of the act paſſed March iſt, 1780, ought to 
be veſted in the treaſurer of the ſtate. | 
* Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, for the pur- 
poſes before mentioned. | . | 
Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Clingan, Mr. Hoge and Mr. 
Ryerſon be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing re- 
ſolutions. 2 8 5 8 | . 
A motion was made by Mr. Raue, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, and adopt- 
„ IDW. vi2.:; .-.. | | | | 
| Reſolved, That the Comptroller-General be directed to proceed. with 
the utmoſt expedition in preparing and ſtating the account between this 
ſtate and the United States, in bringing forward the books of office to 
the twenty-eighth day of March, 1789, in ſettling all accounts between 
this ſtate and individuals, or bodies 'politic, other than the United States, 


which ſtill remain unſettled, and in taking legal meaſures for * 0 
a ; | | | uc 


E 


\ 


L i -; 
ſuch ſums of money, as, upon ſuch ſettlements, ſhall be found due to the 
commonwealth, and that he report what progreſs he has made herein to 
this Houſe, at their next ſeſſion. | | 

A letter from the Comptroller-General, with divers encloſures, was read; 
relative to the ſubject matters contained in the letter from Sharp Delany, 
Eſquire, read yeſterday. | | 

| Ordered to lie on the table. 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


- Thurſaay, March 18, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. ; 5 
Petitions. from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Weftmore- 

land were read, praying the exciſe laws now in force may be ſo altered and 

amended, as to preclude any duty or impoſition upon liquors made or di- 
ſtilled from the productions of this ſtate. | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | | 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of the county of Bucks was 
read, ſetting forth, that they conceive themſelves materially injured by the 
act, entituled © An Ac for veſting the ęſtate of the late Proprietaries of 

« Pennſylvania in ibis commonwealth,” in as much as they are by the ſaid 
act ſubjected to the payment of a proportionable part of the ſum of one 
bundred and thirty thouſand Pounds granted to the ſaid Proprietaries, for the 
the purpoſe of extinguiſhing the quit-rents, other than the proprietary tenths 
or manors, and praying they may be in like manner exempted from the 
payment of all quit- rents. 1 255 

Ordered to lie on the table. E . 

A petition from Daniel Rees was read, ſtating his claim againſt Alexander 
Bartram, an attainted traitor, whoſe eſtate and effects have been ſold for the 
uſe of the commonwealth, and praying this Houſe to grant him relief in 
the premiſes. | a ; Wo 

Ordered to lie on the table. 5 | 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled «© An 
% Act to make proviſion for the repairs of Mud-Iſland, which was read the 
firſt time, and | hb. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed March gth,: on the petition of William Tillyer, 
made report, which was read, as follows, viz. | | 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of William Tillyer, 
report | 

That if the finances of the ſtate would admit of diſcharging the princi- 
pal of the debts it has become liable to, the hard caſe of the petitioner, 
in common with many others, would receive relief; but until the ſtate 1s 
able to accompliſh ſo deſirable a point, upon ſeveral principles the com- 
mittee apprehend that the petitioner muſt be content to receive the inte- 
reſt of his debt, in common with the other creditors of the ſtate: They 


ſubmit the following reſolution, viz. | > 
Refolved, That William Tillyer have leave to withdraw his petition. 
The committee of accounts made report, which was read, as follows, 


72. | | 
: The 
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The committee of bee report, 
That, in conſequence of the order of the Houſe, they have received of 
David Rittenhouſe, Etquire, late Treaſurer of this Rate, - the following ſums 
"of money, VIS. 

Of the bills of credit ad by act of Aſſembly of 16th March, 1783, 
being part of the annual ſum of twenty thouſand pounds ordered by law to 
be burnt, one © ova one cara mn d Jl 11 1 three tia and 


three- N Es , 


- 
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money, e rio ee ten Hall 6. 
Of the bills of credit emitted by reſolve of Aſſembly of the late province 
ibo thouſand four hundred and five pounds and ſeven-pence. - .' 
Of the bills of credit emitted by act of 7th April, 1781, tuo thouſand eight 


hundred and eighty-one pounds fourteen Billings and fix-pence. .. 


Of treaſury notes, iſſued by act of Aſſembly 1783, returned to the t treaſury 
by Thomas Smith, Eſquire, Continental Loan-Officer, being never iſſued 


in payment, two thouſand nine hundred and aſty-Fight dollars and forty- 


five ninetieths. 

„All! which we have antes, burnt and deſtroyed, according to law. 

The report on the petition of Mary, Harriſon, read March 1 5th, Was read 
the ſecond time. 

,. Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The motion made by Mr. Maclay, and ſeconded by. Mr, White, March 
15th, was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. 
Whereas the General Aſſembly, by a reſolve, appointed Jobn Byers, 
Chrt iflopher Gottig and Henry Haller Commiſſioners, to view and examine the 
preſent road leading from Conrad Minict's to Sunbury, and to. mark aud lay 
out a road, the beſt and neareſt the country will admit of, from and to 
the places aforeſaid ; and by the. fame reſolve did empower the ſaid commiſ- 
ſioners to call on the treaſurer of Northumberland county for all arrearages 

of the erghteen-penny taxes then in the, hands, of the ſaid treaſurer, or that 
might thereafter come into his hands, excepting only ſuch ſums as had been 
paid by order of the Supreme Executive Council for the defence of the fron- 
tier of the ſaid county: And.whereas the ſaid commiſſioners, by the ſaid re- 
ſolve, were to report their proceedings to the General Aſſembly of this ſtate, 
of the money by them received, and of their expenditures, from time to 
time, and of the amendments and alterations which they may make in the 
ſaid road: And as it is apprehended that a conſiderable. ſum, of the faid 
eig breen- penny taxes yet remains unaccounted for by - the treaſurer and coun- 
ty; commiſſioners of Northumberland county, and as the commiſſioners ap- 


binted for viewing and repairing the ſaid road have not rendered an ac- 


count to the General Aſſembly of this ſtate, agreeable to the intention of 
the General Aſſembly when the ſaid commiſſioners were appointed: There- 
fore 

Reſolved, That the aid John Byers, 10 brijlopher Gottig and Henry Haller, 
be called upon to report their proceedings under the reſolve. of the. General 
Aſſembly of Pennſylvania of the 22d of March, 1784, in every matter and 
thing done by them under the ſaid reſolve, to the General Aſſembly, at their 


next ſeſſion; and that the Clerk of the General Aſſembly be directed to 


furniſh the ſaid commiſſioners with a copy of this reſolution. 
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The Houſe ecfihed the conſideration of the report on de memorial and 
petition of Fames Bidale,. Eiquire, poſtponed March 1th. 


A motion was made by Mr. Rave, ſeconded by Mr. rs 
To poſtpone the conſideration of ſaid report, 
Which was carried in the affirmative. 


Mr. Raw/e then, in his place, read a reſolution, as a ſubſtitute hw that 


contained in the ſaid report; and being ſeconded by Mr. Boys, the ſame was 
reſented to the chair, and read, as follows, v1z. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to reduce the 
tax upon writs iſſued out of the County Court of Common Pleas for the 
county of Philadelphia, to the ſum of upon each of ſuch writs. 

It was then moved by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Schmyſer, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, in order to introduce 
the following in lieu thereof, viz. 


Rejotved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to "OR the 


tax on writs iſſued out of the County Courts of Common Pleas of the ſe- 
veral counties of this ſtate, in which ſuch tax is imp by law, to the 
ſum of _ upon each of ſuch writs. 


On the queſtion, —** Wil the Houſe agree to the poltdanemens, for the ns 


« ſaid purpyſe 2” 
It was carried in the negative. 
The reſolution moved by Mr. Rawle,. onde by: Mr. * recurring, 
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Rawte, 
To inſert, after the word “ reduce,” the words for one year.” 


Which was carried in the affirmative. 


And on the queſtion, —** Till the Houſe agree to 2 reſolution, a amend- 


"ed —uiz. 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to an in a bill, to reduce, 
for one year, the tax upon writs iſſued out of the County Court of Com- 


non Pleas for the county of Philadelphia, to the ſum f upon 


ach of ſuch writs, 


The Yeas and Nays being called 11 Mr. nn and Mr. ag were as 


follow, viz. 


TEL J „ E A 8. 
1 Lawrence Sickle, © | 16 Peter Ealer, ; 
2 Jacob Hiltabeimer, 17 Conrad Thrie, jun. 2 
3 William Raule, To 18 Samuel Maclay, 
4 Francis Gurney, 1 Fab Woe, 
5 Samuel Aſhmead, 7 oy Jobn Baird. 
6 Elias Boys, | i Jacob Reiff, 
7 Jobn Chapman pe Jonathan Roberts, 
9 Ts es, Bryan. 23 Benjamin Markley, 
9 Richard Thomas, 24 James Vaux, 
I 4 Jacob Schmyſer, _ 25 Jacob Miley, 
11 Thomas Lilly, _ 26 Jobn Garſon, 
12 Jonathan Hoge, 27 David Stewart, 
13 Jobn Ludwig, 28 Jobn New, 
14 Nicholas Lutz, - 29 Hugh Lloyd, 
15 Daniel Leinbach, 30 R ichard Riley. 
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JF vc. 5 ing! N A 1 3. 
1 Thomas Paul, 1 5 Dauid Mitebell, 
2 Thomas Britton, 16 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
3 Valentine Upp, 17 Jaln Moore, 
4 Richard Downing. jun. 18 Herman Huſband, 
5 James Clemſon, 19 James Barr, 
6 Jobs Hopkins, 20 James Alliſon, _ 
7 Henry Dering. 21 Alexander Wright, 
8 James Cunningham, 222 James Marſhall, 
Jacob EW,. 23 John Gulchreeſt, 
10 Fohn Miller, 24 James Finley, 
11 Foſeph Reed, 25 James Fobnſton, 
12 Jobn Stewart, 26 John Rhea, 
13 William Godfrey, 27 Obadiab Gore, 
14 Thomas Kennedy, 228 John Harris. 


80 it was carried in the affrmative: Whereupon, 


Ordered, That Mr. . Mr. Maclay and Mr. Carſon be a committee, 
to bring in a bill conformably to the ſaid reſolution. Perth 


A letter from Sharp Delany, Eſquire, containing me on the letter 
from the Comptroller-General dated the 17th inſtant, was n, together 
with its encloſure, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 
A letter from the Comptroller-General, dated this day, was read, and 
' Ordered. to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled An Additional Supplement to the ſooeral atts of Aj 

ie ſembly reſpecting public auctions and auttioneers,” was read the third time, 


and conſidered by paragraphs. 
| Orgered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


law. 

The report on the petitions for a. diviſion of the county of e read 
March 13th, was read the ſecond time. 

A motion was made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Miley, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid * 

Which was carried in the negative. 

And the reſolution contained therein being under conſideration, viz. 

Reſolved, That the prayer of the petitions of a number of the inhabit- 
ants of the eaſtern parts of the county of Dauphin, and of the petition of 1 
number of the inhabitants of the north-weſtern part of the county of Berks 
cannot at this time be granted. 
It was moved by Mr. Carſon, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 
To add the following words to the ſaid reſolution, iz. And that the 
"wy petitioners have leave to withdraw their petitions,” 
On the queſtion, — % Will the Houſe agree to the amendment? 
It was carried in the affirmative; and the reſolution, with the amend- 


ment, adopted. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Friday, 


——_— ol ea. © nd oor 
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Friday, March. 19, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
A petition from the Truitees, Elders and Deacoda 1 the Reformed 
German congregation of the borough of Reading was read, ſetting forth, 
that they have at a conſiderable expence erected a church, ſchool- houſe and 
parſonage-houſe, within the ſaid borough; that notwithſtanding their ut- 
moſt exertions to diſcharge the debts unavoidably contracted in erecting the 
ſaid buildings, they find themſelves conſiderably in arrear ; therefore _ 
ing leave to bring in a bill, authoriſing them to raiſe, by way of lottery, a 
ſum of money ſufficient to diſcharge the ſaid arrearages. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled An 
« Ad to reduce the tax upon .writs 1ſued out of the County Court of Common 
« Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therein limited, which was 
read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion, 
Ordered, That Mr. Reed have "TI of abſence for the remainder of the 
ſeſſion. 
Agreeably to the order of the diy, the report of the committee, to 
er whom were referred all the papers on the files of the General Aſſembly, re- 
ſpecting the claims to lands in the county of Luzerne, was read. the ſecond 
time. 
A motion was adi 25 Mr. 3 ſeconded by Mr. Reb, 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid report, in order to introduce a 
/- motion. | 
IC, Which was 2 in the affirmative. 
Mir. Lewis then read his motion; and being ſeconded by Mr. Aſomead, 
4 the ſame was preſented to the chair, and read, as follows, vis. _ 
Whereas a letter hath been ſent to this Houſe by John Nicholſon, Eſquire, 
adi containing indecent and injurious reflections upon the character and conduct 
of Conrad Jöbrie, junior, Eſquire, a member of this Houſe, in relation to 
his. duty as a Repreſentative of the people, in breach of the privileges of 
this Houſe, and in high contempt of the Legiſlature of this ſtate: And 
whereas the ſaid John Nicho/ſon, Eſquire, hath ſince cauſed the ſaid letter 
to be printed and publiſhed: 


it- Reſolved,” That the ſaid John Nichol lon, Efquies, do attend at the bar of 
fa this Houſe on Monday next, to anſwer for his conduct herein. 
455 Mr. Kennedy then called for a diviſion of the queſtion, viz. 


To take the queſtions on the preamble and reſolutions, ſeverally. 
And Mr. Speaker requeſting the opinion of the Houſe, —** Whether a 
tel diuiſan of the faid motion was in order? 
It was carried in the negative. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded 1 Mr. ih 
ad- To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded 
by Mr. Raule, in order to take the queſtion,.— — Whether ſtating facts are 
to be confidered as a breach of privilege 7” | 
Which was carried in the negative. 
„ The motion made by Mr. N ſeconded by Mr, 1 recurring, 8 
n 


| 
| 
' 
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On the queſtion, . Will the Houſe agree to the ſame?" the Yeas and 
Nays being called by Mr, Kennedy and Mr. Lewis, were as follow, viz. 


„„ 75 „ ADs -; 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 19 John Miller, | 
2 . Hiltzhetmer, 20 Thomas Clingan, 
3 Wilham Lewis, 21 Jacob Schmyſer, 
4 William Raule, 222 Fohbn Stewart, 
5 Francis Gurney, 23 Thomas Liliey, 
6 Samuel Aſbmead. 24 William Godfrey, 
7 Thomas Paul, | 25 Peter Ealer, © 
8 Thomas Britton, 26 FJobn White, 
o Valentine Upp, 27; JS. | 
10 John Chapman, 228 Jonatban Roberts, | 
11 James Bryan, 2209 Benjamin Markley, 
12 Richard Thomas, © 30 James Vaux, 
13 Richard Downing, unn. 31 Fohn Carſon, 
14 James Clemſon, 32 James M*Creight, 
15 Jobn Hopkins, 33 Obadiab Gore, | 
16 Henry Derimg, © 34 David Stewart, 
17 James Cunningham, 35 Hugh Lloyd, 
18 Jacob Erb, | 36 Richard Riley, © 
r NIE. 
1 Elias Boys, 133 Fobn Baird, 
2 Toſepb Reed, 5 14 James Barr, 
3 Thomas Kenneqh, 15 James Alliſon, 
4 David Mitchell, 16 Alexander Wmght, : 
5 Jonathan Hoge, 17 James Marſhall, © 
6 John Ludwig, 16 Jobn Gilchreeſt, 
7 Nicholas Lutz, 19 James Finley, 
8 Daniel Leinbacb, 20 James Fobnſton, 
9 Anthony Lerch, jun. 21 John Rhea, 
10 John Moore, 22 John Neil, 
11 Herman Huſband, | 23 John Harris. 


12 Samuel Maclay, | 
So it was carried in the affirmative. = 
Conrad Thrie, Eſquire, a member of this Houſe, in his place, gave in- 
formation, that he had been arreſted this morning by Adam Stricker, on a 
warrant from George Bryan, Eſquire, one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of this ſtate, a copy whereof he read, as follows, vis 


PENNSYLVANIA, 1. 1 | > 
To the Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia. = 
\ 1 THEREAS complaint is made to me, verified on oath, that Conrad 
: Thrie, Eſquire, the younger, of Northampton county, did this day 
threaten, that if the Houſe of Aſſembly ſhould not do as he expected re- 
ſpecting John Nicholſon, Eſquire, of the city of Philadelphia, he would take 


- ſatisfaction out of the ſaid John's ſkin, meaning, as it is apprehended, mo 
4; _ 
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he would beat the ſaid John: And whereas the ſaid John hath, on his oath, 
declared, that he. feareth that the ſaid Conrad may execute his ſaid threats ; 
thereupon craveth ſurety of the peace againſt the ſaid Conrad. Theſe are 
therefore to authoriſe and require you to take and bring the ſaid Conrad be- 
fore me, to give-ſurety of the peace, if need be, in the premiſes: Dated 
the eighteenth day of March, no Domini 1790. | 


| G. BRYAN. 


Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Downing, © 
| Reſolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms do bring before this Houſe, to- 
morrow morning, Adam Striczer, who this day arreſted. Conrad Thrie, junior, 
Eſquire, by virtue of a warrant from George Bryan, Eſquire, one of the 
judges of the Supreme Court. „ 5 
The order of the day then recurring, 

On motion, Tow | 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, March 20, 1790. A. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | | 


A letter from the Preſident of the Supreme Executive Council was pre- 
ſented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz. | 2 


Is CON CI I. Philadelphia, March 19th, 1790. 
. 1 —— 3 

T HAVE the honor to tranſmit to you, to be laid before the General 

1 Aſſembly, a letter from his Excellency Governor Martin, and a copy. 


of a reſolution of the Convention of the State of North-Carolina, with ſe- 
veral amendments, by them propoſed to become part of the conſtitution for 


the future government of the United States. 
. T have the honor to be, 
With great reſbect, 
3 | 
Wur moſt obedient and moft humble ſervant, 


VVß! THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
Honorable RIiœ HARD PETERS, Eſquire, © | 
Speaker of the General Aſſembly. 7 


And the encloſures were alſo read. 
| Ordered to lie on the table. 


A letter from the Honorable George Bryan, Eſquire, one of the Juſtices 
of the Supreme Court of this commonwealth, was preſented to the chair, 
and read, with a copy of his warrant incloſed, informing the Houſe, that 
on the application of John Nicholſon, Eſquire, Comptroller-General, he 
_ iſſued a warrant, directed to the Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia, au- 
thoriſing and requiring him to take and bring before him the body of Conrad 
: Is RED =. 5 Thr, 
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Arie, jun. Eſq; of the county of Nortbampton, to find ſurety of the peace, 
if need be, as te the ſaid Fohn Nrchelfon, Eſquire. . 
Ordered to lie on the table. e | 
A letter from the Comptroller-General was read, ftating, that he has been 
ſerved with a copy of the refolution paſſed yeſterday, commanding his at- 


FE. 


" 
” 


tendance at the bar of this Houſe on Monday next, and requeſting he may 


tbe heard by Counſel learned in the law; and on motion, and by ſpecial 
order, the ſame was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 


.Ordered, That his requeſt be granted. 


: 


The Sergeant-at- Arms informed the Houſe, that he had, in obedience t 


their order, the body of Adam Stricker in his cuſtody, teady to produce. 

Ordered, That Adam Stricter be ſet to the bar of the Houſe. 

Which was accordingly done. po | 5 
The priſoner requeſted leave to preſent a petition, praying to be heard by 
{Counſel learned in the law; and having obtained leave, preſented the ſame to 
the chair; as likewiſe the original warrant, under the hand and {cal of the 
Honorable George Bryan, Eſq; which were ſeverally read ; and on motion, 
and by ſpecial order, the ſaid petition was read the ſecond time: Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, - 

Ordered, That the prayer of the petitioner be granted, and that Ada 
Stricker be brought to the bar on Tugſday next, in the afternoon; and that he 
now have leave to withdraw, remaining in cuſtody of the Sergeant-at-Arms 
in the mean time. N . 

A motion was made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, | 
To poſtpone the order of the day, in order to reſume the conſideration 
of the report on the letters from the Regiſter-General and Comptroller- 
General, poſtponed March 16th. OS 

Which was carried in the affirmative. 
And the ſaid report being under conſideration, n, 
A motion was made by Mr. Raw/e, ſeconded by Mr. Gurney, 
To poſtpone the confideration of the ſaid report, in order to introduce the 
following reſolution in lieu thereof, vis. | FO . 
| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed, to confer with the Supreme 
Executive Council relative to the ſubjects contained in the letter from the 


Regiſter-General of the 16th of February, and the letters from the Comp- 


-troller-General of the 16th and 2oth of February, and 4th of March. 
| On the queſtion, —-** Vill tbe Houſe agree to the poſtponement, for the afore- 
25 {aid purpoſe? | Os 
It was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolution adopted. 

Ordered, That Mr. Rawle, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Chngan, Mr. Hoge and Mr. 
Lloyd be a committee, for the purpoſe contained in the faid reſolution. 
| The order of the day recurring, viz. the ſecond reading of the report of 
the committee, read Marcs 1 5th, reſpecting the claims to lands in the county 
of Luzerne; n „% re 

On the queſtion,.— Vill the Houſe agree to the following reſolution ?” viz. 

Reſobved, That a committee a aft to we in 2 bil. to repeal the 
act, entituled : An A# for aſcertaming and confirming to certain perſons, 
«© called Connecticut Claimants, the Jands by them claimed within the county 
N Luzerne, and for otber propoſe therein mentioned ;” | | 
, The Yeas and Nays being calle 
er vent | 


yEAS. 


9 4 | 1 
by Mr. Mitchell and Mr. Rhea, were as 


- 


A 8. 

1 Francis Gurney, 
2 Thomas Paul, 

3 Thomas Britton, 
4 Elias Boys, 
5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
6 Valentine Upp, 
7 Jobn Chapman, 
8 ames Bryan, 
9 John M<Dowell, 
10 James Clemſon, 
11 James Cunningham, 
12 Jacob Erb, 
13 Jacob Schmyſer, 
14 John Stewart, 
Is Thomas Lilley, 
16 Wiltam Goifrey, 
17 Thomas Kennedy, 
18 Diuvid Mitchell, 
19 Fonathan Hoge, 
20 — Ludi 4 
21 Nicholas Lutz, 
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25 Anthony Lerch, jun. 


26 Fobn Moore, 
27 Samuel Maclay, 
28 Jobn White, 
29 Jobn. Baird, 
30 James Barr, 


31 FJames Alliſon, 


32 Alexander Wrigbt, 
33 James Marſhall, 
34 John Gilcbreeſt, 
35 James Finley, 

36 James Johnſon, 
37 Jobn Rhea, 


38 Jacob Reiss, 


39 Benjamin Markley, 
40 James Vaux, 


41 Jacob Miley, 
42 Fohn Carſon, 


43 James M*Creight, 
44 David Stewart, 
45 Jobn Harris, 


22 Damel Leinbach, 46 Hugh Lloyd, 
23 Pater Eater, 47 Richard Riley. 
24 Conraũ Ibrie, jun. | 
1 N A Y S. 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 7 Henry Dering, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, | Jobs Miller, 
3 William Raule, 9 Herman Huſband, 


10 Fonathan Roberts, 
11 Obadiab Gore, 
12 John Nevuil. 


4 Samuel Aſhmead, 
& Richard Thomas, | 
6 Richard Downing, jun. 
So it was carried in the affirmative. 


Ordered, That Mr. M. Dowell, Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Maclay be a com- 
mitte, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 


On motion of Mr. Vaux, ſeconded by Mr. Paul, 5 
Ordered, That not more than two Counſel be heard before this Houſe in 

behalf of Jobn Nicholſon, Eſquire, on Monday next. | 
Adjourned until three o'clock on Monday next, P. M. 


Monday, March 22, 1 790. P. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment”, YO 
Agreeably to the reſolution paſſed March 19th, John Nicholſon, Eſquire, 
tended at the bar of this Houſe, to anſwer for his conduct in writing a 
ter, directed to the Speaker, containing indecent and injurious reflections 


upon 


* 


hath loſt the certificate given to him for the depreciation due on his pay, and 


leave to ſubmit the following reſolution, viz. 


the Legiſlature, cannot at this time be granted, 
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upon the character and conduct of Conrad Thrie, junior, Eſquire, a mem- 
ber of this Houſe, in relation to his duty as a Repreſentative of the people; 
and he being called upon to anſwer whether he was ready to proceed in his 
defence, named Mr. Ingerſol and Mr. Sergeant as his Counſel. 

Mr. Ingerſol then -proceeded to ſpeak to the .ſubje&t matter before the 
Houfe; : | & VVV 5 | | 

And after ſome time ſpent in hearing Counſel, 

On motion, Lomas; «0% | 3 

Ordered, That John Nicholſon, Eſquire, have leave to withdraw, and 
that he be directed to attend at the bar of this Houſe to-morrow, at three 
o'clock in the afternoon. | NE 

Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, March 23, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


A petition from Blacka/l William Ball, late a lieutenant in the line of this 
Nate, in the ſervice of the United States, was read, ſetting forth, that he 


praying the Houſe to direct payment of the intereſt already due, as well as 
to enable him to receive the intereſt from time to time, as the ſame may 
hereafter become due.- : | SE YE 
Ordered to lie on the table. | OT 
A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Ball- Eagle 
townſhips, in the county of Miin, was read, praying they may be re- 
annexed to the county of Northumberland. | | 
| Ordered to lie on the table. | 
Petitions from a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Upper Bali 
Eagle townſhips, in the county of Mrifiin, were read, praying they may not 
be re-annexed to the county of Northumberland. © ibs 
Ordered to lie on the table. 8 
The committee appointed March gth, on the memorial of a number of 
the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, made report, which was read, of 


as follows, viz. © 5 5 4 „ the 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of a number of the 
inhabitants of the county of Cumberland, praying the aid of this Aſſembly Bl * 
in eſtabliſhing a cotton manufactory in the county aforeſaid, report the 
That your committee, ſenſible of the laudable deſigns and exertions of the 4 


memorialiſts to encourage and promote the wealth and proſperity of the com- Yo, 
monwealth, by eſtabliſhing and extending uſeful manufactures in the lab 
weſtern parts of the ſtate, do highly approve thereof; yet, notwithſtanding M. que 


the apparent uſefulneſs of ſuch undertakings, and that a ſimilar inſtitution W ow. 
has met with the approbation and affiſtance of the Legiſlature heretofore, you" W atio 
committee are under the neceſſity to declare, that, from the preſent ſituation and 
of the finances of the ſtate, they are of opinion that no aid can at this it a 


time be granted to the memorialiſts, for the purpoſes aforeſaid, and beg 


Reęſolved, That the memorial of the ſubſcribers to a plan for erecting ; 
manufactory of cotton in the county of Cumberland, praying for the aid 0 


Ordered to lie on the table. | Th 
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The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled “ An 
« AF to repeal an act, entituled An Act for aſcertaining and confirming to 
« certain perſons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed 
« within the county of Luzerne,” and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” 
which was read the firſt time, and | Te 4 | 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled ** An 

« AF to enforce the due colledion of the revenues of this tate, and for other 

„pur poſes therein mentioned,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. | es 7, 

On motion, | | | | 2 
Ordered, That the committee appointed Marc; 6th, to take into their conſi- 
deration the preſent ſtate of the funds ariſing from militia fines in the ſeveral 
counties in this ſtate, and to confer with the Supreme Executive Council 
relative to the manner in which the act, entituled An AF to eftabliſh a board 
« of appeal within the ſeveral counties of this ſlate, and to grant exonerations 
*« in caſes of militia fines,” has been carried into execution, be diſcharged : 


| Whereupon 


Mr. Gurney, in his place, read a bill, entituled 4 Supplement to an att, 
« entituled ** An Act to eſtabliſh a board of appeal within the ſeveral coun- 
« ties of this ſtage, and to grant exonerations in caſes of militia fines, 
« enacted the twenty-ſeventh day of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
« and eighty- nine, and, having obtained leave for the purpoſe, preſented 
the ſame to the chair, when it was read the firſt time, and. . | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | 2 
The petition of Daniel Rees, read March 18th, was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Wynkoop, Mr. Lilley and Mr. Maclay, 
to report thereon. | i 1 0 | 
The memorial of the members of the Hebrew congregation of the city 
of Philadelphia, read March 16th, was read the ſecond time. | 


Ordered, That Mr. Sickle, Mr. Britton and Mr. Hoge be a committee, to 


report thereon. | | | 
The report on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of the county 


of York, for and againſt a diviſion of ſaid county, read March 5th, was read 


the ſecond time: Whereupon | | 
It was moved by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, 


To poſtpone the conſideration. of the ſaid report, in order to introduce 


the following motion, as a-ſubſtitute, vzz. 


, 


Whereas a reſpectable number of the inhabitants of the weſtern part of 
York county have, by their petition to this Aſſembly, ſet forth, that they 


labour under very conſiderable difficulties and inconveniencies, in conſe- 
| quence of their being obliged to attend at York-Town as their ſeat of juſtice, 
owing to the great diſtance many of them are from it, and the crouded ſitu- 
ation of the docquet, whereby they are much difficulted to obtain juſtice, Sc. 


and praying that they may be erected into a new and ſeparate county: And as 

it appears juſt and reaſonable that the prayer of the ſaid petitions ſhould be 

granted: Therefore 1 5 | | 5 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 


into a law, to erect that part of York county included within the following 


lines into a ſeparate county; beginning on the line of Cumberland county, 


where the road leading from Carliſie acroſs Dill's Gap interſects the ſaid line 
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8 a . colile © to the * creek, IN the TRY of Abbot's 


run; thence along ſaid run, ſo long as it continues the diviſion line between 


Paradiſe and Berwick townſhips; thence along the line of Berwick, until it 


ſtrikes the line of Heidleberg townſhip ; thence ſouthward, fo as to exclude 
Hanover-Town,. to the line dividing York county from Maryland ; thence 


welt, along ſaid line, to the Fran#/m county line; thenoe along the ſaid 
line, to the line of Cumberland county, and along the ſame to the place of 


beginning. 


On the 1 2 Will the Houſe agree to the Am for the afore- 
lid purpoſe ?” — The Yeas and 2988 being called by Mr. Clingat and Mr, 
Lug. were as follow, viz. 


oo 2 45 We RE LT OR * . 
1 1 . Sickle, | 48 James Barr, 
2 William Raule, 19 James Alliſon, 
3 Thomas Paul, 20 Alexander Wright, 
4 Thomas Britton, 21 Thomas Ryerſon, © 
5 Elias Boys, EF 22 James Marſhall, 
6 James Bryan, © 23 John Gilchreeſt, 
7 Jobn M Powell | | 24 James Finley, 
8 Henry Dering, z „% Jovntd on, 
9 James Cunningham, Ls of Jobn Rhea, 
I : Thomas Clingan, 27 Jacob Miley, 
I1 Thomas Kennedy, 28 James M. e 
12 David Mitebell, 229 Obadiab Gore, 
13 Jonathan Hage. 30 David Stewart, 
14 John Moore, | 31 John Nevil, 
15 Herman Huſband, 32332 Jobn Harris, 
16 Samuel Maclay, 33 Hugh Lloyd. 
17 Jobn Baird, 34 Richard Riley. 
| ; | 
E. e . 
1 Jacob Hiltabeimer, 14 Thomas Lilley, 
2 Francis Gurney, © 15 Wilam Go oY 
3 Samuel Afhmead, © 16 Fohn Ludwig, 
4 Gerardus Wynkoop, 17 Nicholas Lutz, 

5 Valentine Upp, 18 Daniel Leinbach, 
6 Jobn Chapman, 109 Peter Har, 
7 Richard Thomas, © 20 Conrad Thrie, jun. 
8 Richard Downing, Jun. Te = Anthony Lerch, Jun. 

9 Fames Clemſon, | acob Reit, 
acob Erb, 2 ri onathan Roberts, 
"FN 1 Fobn Miller, | 224 Benjamin Markley, 
12 Jacab Schmyſer,. He 5 Ne Vaiux. 


13 Fohn Stewart, 8 5 2 
$0 it was carried in the affirmative : Whereupon 
Ordered, That the conſideration of the ſaid motion be poſtponed. | 


The report on the petition. of George Inge read March 16th, was read 
the food time: Whereupen N 5 | 48 
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Reſolved, That a committee be job to bring in a bill, to amend the 
ſeveral acts of Aſſembly relative to the inſpection of ſtaves, heading, boards 
and lumber. 

Ordered, That the city matic be a committee, to bring i in a bill con- 
formably to the foregoing reſolution. _ 

The bill, entituled * An A# to authoriſe the ſale of the barrachs in the 
10 ute. of Lancaſter,” was read the third time, and in part conſidered by 

aragra 
. — That the further i n thereof be poſtponed. 

The bill, entituled A further Supplement to the act, entituled An Act 
« to incorporate the city of Philadelphia,” was read the ſecond time, and 
conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
ed for conſideration. 

The bill, entituled An Act to make provifion for the repairs of Mud- 
« Ifland,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled An 4# for 
« the relief of John Lytle, John Webb and William Murray ;” and having 
fully conſidered the _ by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it be be engrolfed, fe the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. 

e until three 0 lock. P. M. 


Fee Die. P. M. > 5 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms attending at the bar with Adam Suri, agrecably 
to the order of this Houſe, March 2oth, | 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Carſon, 

Ordered, That Adam Stricker be brought to the bar on Thurſday next, in 
the afternoon, and that he remain in cuſtody of the Sergeant ads Aran I in the 
mean time. 

Agreeably to the order of yeſterday, Jobn Nicholſon, Eſquire, attended at 
the bar, and his Counſel being directed to proceed in their arguments in his 
defence; . 15 

After ſome time ſpent in heating their arguments, 

The Counſel in behalf of Jobn Nicholſon, Eſquire, requeſted, that he be 
permitted to ſhew that the remaining part of the paragraph contained in his 
letter to the Houſe of the 16th day of March is ſtrictly true, in aſſerting that 
the member (Conrad Thrie, junior, Eſquire,) had become the inveterate 
enemy of the ſaid John Nicholſon, and that the cauſe of that enmity was the 
one aſſigned in that letter. | 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe hear the Counſel on the ſaid ſubjet# ?— 
the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. mou were 


as follow, VIS. 


* 4:0: „ 


2 Boys, | 4 Thomas Kennedy, 
lentine Upp, 5 David Mitchell, 
3 James Cunningham, 6 Fonatban Hage, 


Y EAS. 


1 Ste 1 


A . 
7 Jobn Ludwig, © 
8 Nicholas. Lutz, 
9 Daniel Leinbach, 


10 Anthony Lerch, jun. 


11 John Moore, 
12 Herman Huſband, 
13 Samuel Maclay, 
14 John Baird, 
James Barr, 


16 James Alliſon, 


S. 


I Lawrence Sickle, 


2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
3 William Lewis, 
4 William Rawle, 

5 Francis Gurney, 

6 Samuel Aſhmead, 
7 Thomas Paul, 

8 Thomas Britton, 
9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 


10 John Chapman, 


Ii James Bryan, 


12 Richard J. homgs, 


13 Richard Downing, | jun. 


14 Jobn M*Dowell, 
15 James Clemſon, 
16 Henry Dering, 


17 Jacob Erb, 


So it was carried in the negative. 


On motion, 


Wedneſday, March 24, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


A letter from His Excellency the Preſident of the Supreme Executive 
Council was preſented to the chair, and read, as follows, viz. 


\ 


P N A 8. 


17 »Alexander W, right, 
18 James Marſhall, 


19 John Gilchreeſt, 


20 James Finley, 


21 James Jobuſton, 


22 Jobn Rhea, © 


23 Facoeb Miley, 


\ 


24 James M*Creight, 
25 Obadiah Gore, 
26 John Nevil. 


NAY. $8 
8 Jobn Miller, 
19 Thomas Clingan, 


20 Jacob Schmyſer, 


21 John Stewart, 
22 Thomas Lilley, 


23 William Godfrey, 
7, Peter Eater, . 


5 John White, 


5 28 Thomas Ryerſon, 


27 Facob Reiff, 


28 Jonatban Roberts, 


29 Benjamin Markley, 


30 James Vaux, 
31 John Carſon, 


32 David Stewart, 


33 Hugh Lloyd, 


34 Richard Riley. 


After fome time the Counſel i in | behalf of Fobn Nahen. Eſquire, con- 
cluded: Whereupon, © 


 Y Ordered, That Friday next be aſſigned 84 the faccher conſideration of the 
ſubject matter before the Houſe, 
Ordered, That Jobn Nicbolſon, Eſquire, have "TD to FEY and that 

he be directed to attend at the bar of the Houſe on Friday next, 


Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


In COUN: 


ive 


IV COUNCIL, Philadelphia, March 22d, 1790. 


S N. 5 | | 
I HAVE the honor to tranſmit to you, for the information of the Gene- 


ral Aſſembly, a letter from His Excellency the Preſident of the United 


States, reſpecting the miſchiefs which have been done for ſeveral years paſt 
in a the county of Waſhington, in this ſtate. 


J have the honor to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
„ ur moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
OR ES | THOMAS MIFFLIN. 


Honorable RicuarD PETERS, Efquire, 
Speaker of the General Aſſembly. 


And the encloſure was alſo read. 


Ordered to ke on the table. 


Petitions from a number -of the inhabitants of Bucks county were read, 
praying they may be exonerated from the payment of Wie dente. ſo far as 
they relate to the Proprietary tenths or manors. 

Ordered to lie on the table. Eo: 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled 


and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

The petition of the Truſtees, Elders and Deacons of the Reformed Ger- 
nan Congregation in the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks, read 
March 19th, was read the ſecond time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Hoge and Mr. Lutz, to 
report thereon. 


The bill, entituled An Act for altering a certain clauſe in the . of 


* rhe corporation for the relief of the widows and children of Clergymen of the 
* Proteſtant Epiſcopal church in the United States o America, was read he 
third time, .and conſidered by paragraphs. 
| Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
aw. - | 
The petition of the members of the religious ſociety called Seventh-day 
Baptiſts, and others on their behalf, read March 16th, was read the ſecond 
time, 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Clingan, Mr. Marſpall and Mr. Riley, 
to report thereon. 

The petition of Blackall William Ball, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond 
time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Maclay and Mr. Lloyd, 
to report thereon. 


The bill, entituled An Act 1 compenſating Laughlin M. Cartney, and 


others therein mentioned, for ſupplies by them furniſhed the civil officers. of 


* Northumberland county in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and Seventy- 


5 Jive,” was Ln the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
| + © | Ordered, 


An Act in e, of John Churchman,” which was read the firſt time, 


1. FX, 
EI. 
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Venth day of April, 1781: 


| againſt the act, entituled An A for the inſpection of ſhingles,” and pray* 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. | | | 

The bill, entituled ** An Act to reduce the tax upon writs iſſued out of the 
4 Connty Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time thereiy 
% limited, was read the ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 

' Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh. 
ed for conſideration. . | „ N 
The bill, entituled “ An Adi for further enlarging the time limited by the 
ec at, entituled An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of cre- 
e dit emitted in the year one thoufand ſeven hundred and eighty- one, and 
4 for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ſtate, for extending the time 
« for patenting lands which were located before the declaration of indepen- 


„ dency, and for giving a right of pre- emption to actual ſettlers for procur- 


<c ing warrants for the lands by them occupied,” was read the third time, 


and in part conſidered by paragraphs. 


. Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The report of the committee on the petitions of 895 inhabitants of the 


| county of Myffiin, &c. read March 15th, was read the ſecond time. 


Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 
The petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Bald-Eagl. 
townſhips, in the county of Miſlin, read yeſterday, were read the ſecond time. 


Oradered, That they be referred to Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr, 


Carſon, Mr. Harris and Mr. Lloyd, to report thereon. | 

The petition of a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and Upper Ball. 
Eagle townſhips, in the county of Miſlin, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond 
Time. f N | | | 
Ordered, That it be referred to the laſt named committee, to report 
thereon. OR . | | 

A motion was made by Mr. Rave, ſeconded by Mr. Downing, and adopt- 
ed, as follows, v2. # I» — 

Whereas there appears to be a conſiderable difference between the ſtate- 


ment exhibited to a late Houſe of Aſſembly by the Comptroller-General of 


this ſtate, on the 4th day of November, 1788, and the ſtatement exhibited 
to this Houſe by the Tn on the zoth day of September, 1799, 
relative to certain bills of credit emitted by virtue of an act of Aſſembly en- 
acted the firſt day of June, 1780, and an act of Aſſembly enacted the ſe- 


— 


Reſolved, That the committee of accounts be directed to enquire what 
number and amount of the ſaid bills remain unredeemed, and report ſpe- 
cially thereon to this Houſe. | N | 

On motion, . . 

Ordered, That Mr. Ealer be added to the committee appointed Februar) 
12th, on that part of the meſſage of Council which reſpe&s the navigation 
of the rivers Delaware, Schnylkill and Suſquehanna. 

Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M. 


Todem Die. P. M. 
The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. „ ; 
A petition from William Buckley and Richard Wells was read, remonſtrating 


ing 


* 


Li 


2 ing the ſame may be reviſed, fo far as reſpects the vending of ſhingles which 
they now have on hand, _ | | 
$ Ordered to lie on the table. f 
| The bill, entituled An Aci to reform the penal laws of this fate, was 
read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. | 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. ; | | / 
The Houſe reſumed the confideration of the bill, entituled An Ad to 
« authoriſe the ſale of the barracks in tbe borougb of Lancaſter, and the lot or 
« hots on which they are eredted, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned; 
and having fully confidered the fame by paragraphs, | 
Ordered, That it be engrofled, for the pu rpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. | | : 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


- Tharſday, March 25, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 7 
A petition from divers inhabitants of the county of Dauphin was read, 
praying a ſum of money may be granted to repair the road leading from 
Grubb's old furnace to his forge. | | 
Ordered to lie on the table. „ 1 
A letter from Sharp Delany, Eſq; late Collector of the cuſtoms of this 
ſtate, was preſented to the chair, and read, ſtating, that the letter from the 
Comptroller-General of the 15th inſtant, charging him with being much 
% in arrear with his accounts,” is erroneous; and requeſting this Houſe to 
direct the committee of accounts, or any other committee they may think 
proper to appoint, to hear him and the Comptroller-General on the ſaid ſub- 
ject; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond 
time. | 
A motion was made by Mr. Gurney, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkoop, 
To refer the ſaid letter, together with the letter from the Comptroller- 
General, to the committee of accounts. | 
| On the queſtion,—** Shall the faid letters be referred to the committee of 
« Accounts? | 
It was carried in the negative. 5 | 
The report on the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Bedford 
county, read March 17th, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon | 
Reſolved, That the petitioners of the county of Bedford, praying for an 
exoneration from militia fines, have leave to withdraw their petitions. 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the motion made March 23d, by 
Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Kennedy, reſpecting à diviſion of the county 
of York. © | 9 | | 
A motion was then made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Lloyd, 
To poſtpone the faid motion, in order to introduce the following reſolu- 
% | N | T7 
Rejolved, That the conſideration of the motion before the Houſe be poſt- 
poned, and that the Clerk of this Houſe cauſe a copy of the reſolution pro- 
poſed in the ſaid motion to be printed, for the fpace of two months, 
| ſucceſſively, in the news- paper publiſhed in the borough of York, and alſo 
in the news- paper publiſhed in the borough of Carliſie; to the end that the 
. | people 
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Nays being called by Mr. Lilley and 


3 wi 7 


people intereſted therein may be notified thereof, and give to the Houſe the 


neceſſary information on the ſubject, at their next ſeſſion. 
On the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to the poſtponement, for the afore- 
% ſaid purpoſe?” | FE To 

It was carried in the negative. 7 5 5 

The reſolution contained in the motion made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded 
by Mr. Kennedy, being then under conſideration, viz. i 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, to erect that part of York county included within the following 
lines into a ſeparate county; beginning on the line of Cumberland county, 
where the road leading from Carliſie acroſs Dill's Gap interſects the ſaid line; 
thence a ſtraight courſe to the Conewago creek, oppoſite the mouth of Abbots 
run; thence along ſaid run, ſo long as it continues the diviſion line between 


Paradiſe and Berwick townſhips; thence along the line af Berwick, until it, 
ſtrikes the line of Heidleberg townſhip ; thence ſouthward, ſo as to exclude 
 Hanover-Town, to the line dividing York county from Maryland; thence 


welt, along faid line, to the Franklin county line; thence along the ſaid line 


to the line of Cumberland county, and along the ſame to the place of begin- 


* 


ning. | 
On the queſtion, —* Vill the Hou agree to the ſame? — The Yeas and 


r. Clingan, were as follow, viz. 


te 


. 33 pr 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 17 James Barr, e nu 
2. William Raule, 18 James Alliſon, ſar 


3 Thomas Britton, 
4 Ehas Boys, | 
5 James Bryan, 
6 Jobn M*Dowell, 
7 Henry Dering, 
8 James Cunningham, 
9 "Thomas Clingan, 
10 Thomas Kennedy, 
II David Mitchell, 
12 Fonathan Hoge, 
13 John Moore, | 
14 Herman Huſband, 
15 Samuel Maclay, 
16 John Baird, 


8. 

I Jacob Hiltzbeimer, 
2 Francis Gurney, 
3 Samuel Aſhmead, 

4 Thomas Paul, 

5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
6 Valentine Upp, 

7 Jobn Chapman, + 

8 Richard Thomas, 
9 Richard Downing, jun. 
10 James Clemſon, 

11 Jacob Erb, 


27 James M*Creight, 


22 Anthony Lerch, jun. 


19 Alexander Wright, 


20 Thomas Ryerſon, 


21 James Marſhall, © the 
22 John Gilchreeſt, is 
23 James Finley, | 
24 James Johnſton, — 
25 Jobn Rhea, | 
26 Jacob Miley, 


28 David Stewart, 


29 Jobn Nevil, FOES 
30 John Harris, ; 
31 Hugh Lloyd, | = Ye 
32 Richard Riley. loy 
IX. | 


12 Jobn Miller, 


13 Jacob Schmyſer. 

14 John Stewart, 

15 Thomas Lilley,, 
16 Wiham Godfrey, 
17 Jobn Ludwis, 
18 Nicholas Lutz, 

19 Daniel Leinbacb, 

20 Peter Ealer, 

21 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 


NAS. 


( Bo 


8 Y: 8. N NM 
3 John White, 27 James Vaux, 
24 hh, ons 28 John Carſon, 
25 Jonatban Roberts, 29 Obadiab Gore. 


26 Benjamin Markley, 
So 1t was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolution adopted. 


Ordered That Mr. Clingan, Mr. 7. Stewart and Mr. Hoge be a commit- 
tee, to bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſoluiton. 

The bill, entituled “ An Act to repeal an att, entituled An Act for al- 
« certaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claimants, 
cs " lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other 

puͤrpoſes therein mentioned,” was read the ſecond time. 

= in conſidering the following paragraph, vis. 

Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of 
the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Aſſembly 
met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the act, entituled “ An Aci 
e for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claim- 
« ants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other 
*« purpoſes therein mentioned,” be, and the ſame is hereby repealed ; and all 
proceedings had under ſaid act are hereby rendered void, and declared to be 
null and of no effect, as if ſaid act had never been enacted, gs thing in the 
lame to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


It was moved by Mr. Gurney, ſeconded by Mr. Gore, | 
To inſert, after the word“ Yat, the words /o much g,; and after 


the words therein mentioned, the following, viz. © as reſpecis lands, the 
„ titles to which were derived under warrants or grants to Pennſylvania Claim- 
„ ants, dated before the decree of the court of the United States at Trenton.” 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the ſame 1 
It was carried in the negative. 


A motion was then made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell, 

To inſert, after the words of no effe?,” the following, viz. © and all 
« titles and claims which might be ſuppoſed to be affected by ſaid act are hereby 
« re-veſted in the former owners, in as full and ample a manner,” 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the ſaid amendment ?”—the 
Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. W and Mr. Baird, were as fol- 


ow, VIS. i 


1 E A *$; ö B - A© 
1 Francis Gurney, 1 John Miller, 
2 Thomas Paul, 14 Thomas Clingan, 
3 Thomas Britton, 15 Facob Schmyſer, 
4 Elias Boys, . 16 John Stewart, 
5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 17 Thomas Lilley, 
6 Valentine Upp, 18 Wiltam Godfrey, 
7 John Chapman, Ie 19 Thomas Kennedy, 
8 James Bryan, 20 David Mitchell, 
9 Jobn M*<Dowel,, 21 Tonathan Hoge, 
10 James Clemſon, | 22 John Ludwig, 
11 James Cunningham, 23 Nicholas Lutz, 
12 0 Erb, 24 Daniel Leinbach, 


* EAS. 


- —— — re * 
* 
% 


* 5 N , 
* ; 4 1 
N 21 [i 
® 1 » 
/ 


IT I A- 9: 5. 
25 Peter Ealer, 37 Jobn Gilebreeſt, 

26 Conrad Ihrie, jun. 38 James Fobnſon, 
27 Antbony Lercb, jun. 39 John Rhea, 

28 John Moore, 40 Jacob Rei, 
29 Herman Huſband, 1 41 James Vaux, 
30 Samuel Maclay, 42 Jacob Miley, 

31 Jobn White, 43 Fobn Carſon, 

32 Jobn Baird, = 44 James M Creigöbt, 
33 James Barr, 45 David Stewart, 
34 James Alliſon, 46 John Harri, 
35 Alexander Wright, 47 Hugh Lloyd. 
36 James Marſhall, | | Ra, 
To 8. VVV 
| 1 Lawrence Sickle, 8 James Finley, 
2 Jacob Hiltsheimer, 9 Fonathan Roberts, 
3 Wilkam Rawle, 10 Benjamin Markley, 
4 Samuel Aſhmead, 11 Obadiab Gore, 
5 Richard Thomas, 12 John Nevil, 
6 Richard Downing, jun. 13 Richard Riley. 


7 Thomas Ryerſon, 


So it was carried in the affirmative. 


And on the queſtion—*« Will the Houſe agree to the clauſe, as anend- 


ens? —viz. 


Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of 


the Freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Aſſembly 


met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the act, entituled Anu A 
for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claim- 
« ants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for «ther 
« purpoſes therein mentioned,” be, and the ſame is hereby repealed; and all 
proceedings had under ſaid act are hereby rendered void, and declared to 
be null and of no effect; and all titles and claims which might be ſuppoſed 
to be affected by ſaid act are hereby re-veſted in the former owners, in as full 


and ample a manner as if ſaid act had never been enacted, any thing in the 


ſame to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


The Veas and Nays being called by Mr. Gore and Mr. Marſhall, were as 
follow, viz. „ | 


YEA 8. . 


1 Francis Gurney, ' 11 Jacob Erb, 
2 Thomas Paul, 12 John Miller, 
3 Thomas Britton, | 13 Thomas Clingan, 
4. Elias Boys, | 14 Jacob Schmyſer, 
5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 15 John Stewart, 
6 Valentine Upp. 16 Thomas Lilley, 
7 fame: Bryin, . . -. 17 William Godfrey, 
8 John M*Dowell, 18 Thomas Kennedy, 
9 James Clemſon, 109 David Mitchell, 
10 James Cunningham, 20 Jonathan Hoge, 


YE As. 


li 


2 4 xz 
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. 
21 Jobn Ludioig, 

22 Nicholas Lutæ, 

23 Daniel Leinbach, 

24 Peter Ealer, 

25 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 

26 Anthony Lerch, jun. 

27 John Moore, 
28 Samuel Maclay, 
29 Jobn White, 

30 Jobn Baird, 

I James Barr, 

32 James Alhſon, 

33 Alexander Wright, 

34 Thomas Ryerſon, 5 


N A FS. 
I Lawrence Sickle, 
2 Facob Hiltzheimer, 
3 William Raule, 
4 Samuel Aſhmead, 
5 Richard Thomas, 


So it was determined in the affirmative. : 


liſhed for conſideration. 


Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 1 215 
Agreeably to the order of the Houſe, Adam Stricker was brought to the 

bar by the Sergeant- at-Arms; and being called upon to anſwer whether he 

was ready to proceed in his defence, named Mr. Fiſber and Mr. Sergeant as 


his Counſel. 


The Houſe then heard the Counſel in behalf of the priſoner. - 
A motion was made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Yaux, as follows, 


VIZ. : 


36 FJobn Gilchreeſt, 
37 James Finley, 


41 Benjamin Marley, 


44 Jobn Carſon, 


And the ſaid bill having been fully conſidered by paragraphs, 
Or dered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


Whereas the Legiſlature of this ſtate is canſtitutianally inveſted with all the 
powers neceflary for the Legiſlature of a free ſtate, or commonwealth :” 
Reſolved, That the power of protecting its members from arreſts during a 
ſeſſion, and in going to and returning from the ſame, in all caſes, except 
treaſon, felony, and breach of the peace, is neceſſary for the Legitlature of a 
free ſtate, and is therefore veſted in the Legiſlature of this ſtate. 
Reſolved, That this Houſe, being inveſted with ſuch powers in truſt only 
for the benefit of the people repreſented in the Legiflature, and to fecure 
their happineſs and ſafety, ought at no time to prevent the courſe of pub- 
lic juſtice, or ſupport any of its members in oppoſition thereto; and, upon 


ER :& *&. 
35 James Marſhall, 


38 James Fohnſon, 
39 Yohn Rhea, 


40 Jacob Reit, 


42 James Laux, 
43 Jacob Miley, 


45 James M*Creight, 
46 David Stewart, 
47 John Harris, 

48 Hugh Lloyd. 


NA FT 
6 Richard Downing, jun. 
7 Tonathan Roberts, 
8 Obadiab Gore, 
9 John Nevil, 
10 Richard Riley. 
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petition from any perſon aourieved, will, F; the caſe (hall 1 require, grant 
leave to proceed at law againit any ſuch members. 

Reſolved, That Conrad Ibrie, junior, Eſquire, a member of this Houſe, 
having been arreſted during the ſeſſion, not being charged with treaſon, 
. felony, or a breach of the peace, and without application to this Houſe for 
leave to proceed againſt him, be forthwith diſcharged from ſuch arreſt ; 
and that the Speaker of the Hoyſe do write a letter to the Sheriff of the 
county of Philadelphia, ſignifying — pleaſure of the Houſe in the premiſes. 

Reſolved, That Adam Stricker be ee from the cuſtody of the Ser- 
geant- at-Arms. Whereupon 

A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, Comm by Mr. Wright, | 

To poſtpone the. conſideration of the above reſolutions. | 

On the queſtion, 
It was carried in the negative. 
A motion was then made by Mr. Rhea, ſeconded: ws Mr. my.” 

To adjourn. 5 | 

, Adjourned until ten o'clack to-morrow, A.M, 


Friday, March 26, 1790. A. M. 

The Houle met purſuant. to adjournment. 

The committee appointed March 24th, on the ſeveral petitions of the in- 
i habitants of Potters and Bald-Eagle townſhips, in the county: of Mifflin, 
made report, which was read, as follows, v2. 

The committee, to whom were referred the. petitions fighed: by a number 
of the inhabitants of Pozrer's. and Bald- Eagle townſhips, in the county of 
M. Nin, for and againſt the ſaid townſhips being re-annexed . to Northumber- 
land county, report 

That they do not find any thing i in the ſaid petitions, that-induces them to 
alter their opinions ſtated in their late report on the lame ſubject: They 
therefore ſubmit the following reſolution, v/2. 

Reſolved, That the petitioners from Potter's and Bald-Eagle townſhips, in 
the county of Mifflin, for and againſt the faid townſhips being re-annexed to 
Menze ene county, have leave to withdraw their petitions, l 

Ordered to lie on the: table. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled « An 
Act for erecting part of the _—_— of York into a /e parate county, which 
was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter from the Comptroller-General, reſpecting the accounts 15 Conrad 

Thrie, Eſq; was read, with ſundry encloſures, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

A letter from Sharp Delany, Eſq; late Collector of the Cuſtoms of this 
ſtate, was read, ſtating certain contradictory aſſertions contained in the letter 
from the Comptroller-General of the 15th. inſtant, charging ſaid Delany with 
being much in arrear with his accounts. | 


Ordered to lie on the table. | 
The motion made yeſterday by Mr. Ken Fe by Mr. Vaux, recur- 
ring, agreeably to order; and the following reſolution being under conſi- 


deration, vi. 
Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the power of protecting its members from arreſts during a 
ſeſſion, and in going to and returning from the ſame, in all caſes, except 
treaſon, felony, and breach of the peace, is neceſſary, for the Legiſlature of a 
free ſtate, and 1s therefore veſted in the Legiſlature of this ſtate. 

A motion was made by Mr. Finley, ſeconded by Mr. Baird, to inſert, after 
the word * breach,” the words “ and ſurety.” | | 
On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the amendment? the Yeas and 
Nays being called by Mr. Gurney and Mr. Ryerſon, were as follow, vis. 


bk OY 0» 

1 Elias Boys, 

2 Valentine Upp, 

3 James Cunningham, 

4 Thomas Clingan, 

5 Thomas Kennedy, 

6 David Mitchell, 

7 Jonathan Hage, 

8 John Ludwig, 

9 Nicholas Luts, 
10 Daniel Leinbach, 

11 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
12 John Moore, 

13 Herman Huſband, 
14 Samuel Maclay, 


N W 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 
2 Facob Hiltzheimer, 
3 William Raule, 
4 Francis Gurney, 
5 Samuel Aſhmead, 
6 Thomas Paul, 
7 Thomas Britton, 
8 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
9 Fohn Chapman, 
10 James Bryan, 
11 Richard Thomas, 
12 Richard Downing, jun. 
13 John M*<Dowell, 
14 James Clemſon, 
15 Henry Dering, 
16 Facob Erb, 
So it was carried in the negative. 


X:. Eͤ 
15 Tohn Baird, 


16 James Barr, 


17 Jumes Alliſon, 


18 Alexander Wright, 
19 Thomas Ryerſon, 
20 James Marſhall, 
21 Tohn Gilchreeſt, 
22 James Finley, 


23 James Johnſon, 


24 John Rhea, 

25 Jacob Miley, 

26 James M*Creight, 
27 John Nevil, 


28 John Harris. 


N 
17 Tohy Miller, 
18 Jacob Schmyſer, 
19 John Stewart, 
20 Thomas Lilley, 
21 William Godfrey, 
22 Peter Ealer, 
23 John White, 
24 Jacob Reit, 
25 Jonathan Roberts, 
26 Benjamin Marley, 
27 James Vaux, 
28 John Carſon, 
29 Obadiah Gore, 


30 David Stewart, 


31 Hugh Lhyd, 
32 Richard Riley. 


And on the queſtion,—* Vill the Houſe agree to the original reſolution?” — 
the Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. YVaux, were as fol- 


low, viz. 


1 

1 Lawrence Sick/e, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 

3 William Raule, 


Y E. A 
Francis Gurney, 
5s Samuel Aſhmead, 
6 Thomas Paul, 
| YEAS 


R S8. 
7 Thomas Britton, 

8 Gerardus Wynkgop, 
9 TFohn Chapman, 
10 James Bryan, 

11 Richard Thomas, 


12 Richard Downing, jun. 


13 Jobn M*Dowell, 
14 James Clemſon, * 
15 Henry Dering, 

16 Jacob Erb, 

17 John Miller, 

18 Jacob Schmyſer, 
19 John Stewart, 

20 Thomas Lilley, 


. 

1 Elias Boys, | 7s 
2 Valentine Upp, ' 
3 James Cunningham, 
4 Thomas Clingan, 
5 Thomas Kennedy, 
.6 David Mitchell, 
7 Yonathan Hoge, 

8 John Ludwig, 

9 Nicholas Lutz, 

10 Daniel Leinbach, 
11 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
12 John Moore, | 
13 Herman Huſband, 
I4 Samuel Maclay, 


„ - 


_ 


* 


F E K 


21 William Godfrey, 


22 Peter Eater, 
23 John White, | 
24 Thomas Ryerſon, 


25 Jacob Retff, 


26 Fonathan Roberts, | 
27 Benjamin Markley, © 

28 Fames Vaux, 15 
29 Jobn Carſon, 


30 Obadiab Gore, 


31 David Stewart, 
33 Richard Riley. 


N A Y K. 


15 Jobn Baird, 


16 James Barr, 
17 James Alliſon, 
18 Alexander Wright, 


19 James Marſhall, 


20 John Gilchreeſt, 
21 James Finley. 
22 James Jobnſon, 
23 Jobn Rhea, 2 
24 Jacob Miley, — 
25 James M*Creight, 


26 John Nevil, 


So it was carried in the affirmative. 


27 Fobn Harrit. 


The ſecond reſolution being under conſideration, vix. 


Reſolved, That this Houſe, being inveſted with ſuch powers in truſt only 
for the benefit of the people repreſented in the Legiſlature, and to ſecure 
their happineſs and ſafety, ought at no time to prevent-the courſe of pub- 
lic juſtice, or ſupport any of its members in oppoſition thereto; and, upon 
petition from any perſon aggrieved, will, if the cafe ſh 
leave to proceed at law againſt any ſuch members. 


It was moved by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Paul, 


To inſert, after the word „ vi, the words © as a matter of right.” 
On the queition,—<* Will the Houſe agree to the amendment? — the Leas 
and Nays being called by Mr. D. Stewart and Mr. Thomas, were as fol- 


low, vis. 


NR A8. 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
3 William Rawle, 
4 Francis Gurney, 


Y © --&+-$; 
5 Samuel Aſbmead, 
6 Thomas Paul, 
7 Thomas Britton, 
8 Elias Boys, 


all ſo require, grant 


Y EAS. 


C * 


TY B. | XY EB A 


9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 33 John Moore, 

10 Valentine Upp, 34 Herman Huſband, 
11 John Chapman, P 8 Ra RT. 

12 James Bryan, 5 36 Fobn Baird. 
13 Richard Thomas, 37 James Alliſon, 

14 Richard Downing, jun. 38 Alexander Wright, 
15 John M Dowell, 39 Thomas Ryerſon, 
16 James Clemſon, 40 James Marſball, 
17 Henry Dering, 41 John Gilcbregſt, 
18 James Cunningbam, 42 James Fobnſon, 

19 Jacob Erb, 43 Jacob Reis, 
20 John Miller, | 44 Jonathan Roberts, 
21 Thomas Clingan, 45 Benjamin Markley, 
22 Jacob Schmyſer. 46 James Laux, 
23 Jobn Stewart, 47 Jacob Miley, 
24 Thomas Lilley, N 48 John Carſon, 
25 William Godfrey, 490 James M*Creight, 
26 Thomas Kennedy, 50 Obadiab Gore, 
27 Jonathan Hoge, 51 David Stewart, 
28 Jobn Ludwig, © 52 Jobn Nevil, 
29 Nicholas Lutz, 53 John Harris, 
30 Daniel Leinbach, 54 Hugh Lloyd, 
21 Peter !! _ -- - 55 Richard Riley. 
32 Anthony Lerch, jun. x 
N A T 8. N A TM 
1 David Mitchell, 3 James Barr, 
2 Samuel Maclay, 4 Jobn Rhea. 


So it was carried in the affirmative. 


A motion was then made by Mr. Rhea, ſeconded by Mr. Wright, 
To take two ſeparate queſtions on the ſaid reſolution, i in manner follow- 
Ng, VIS. 

Sake, That this Houſe, being frvetied with fuch powers in truſt only 
bor the benefit of the people repreſented in the Legiſlature, and to ſecure their 
uppineſs and fafety, ought at no time to prevent the courſe of public juſtice, 
r ſupport any of its members in oppoſition thereto. 


8 the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe agree to the firſt part of the ſaid reſolu- 
un?“ * 

It was carried in the affirmative. 

And on the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree 10 the fecond part of the aid 
lution? —viz. 

And, upon petition from any perſon aggrieved, will, as a matter of right, 

the caſe ſhall ſo require, grant leave to proceed at law againſt any ſuch 


embers. 
The Yeas and Nays being called by Mr. Mrigbt and Mr. — were as 
low, vis. 
. 1 
I Lawrence Sictle, 4 Francis Gurney, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, . 5 Samuel Aſhmead, 


3 Villiam Rawle, 6 Thomas Paul, 


YE AS. 


„„ 
7 Thomas Britton, 
.8 Gerardus Wynkoep, 
9 Valentine Upp, 


10 John Chapman, 


11 James Bryan, 
12 Richard Thomas, 


13 Richard Downing, jun. | 


14 John M*Dowell, 


- 15 James Clemſon, 
16 Henry Dering, 


17 Jacob Erb, 
18 John Miller, 
19 Jacob Schmyſer, 


20 Jobn Stewart, 
21 Thomas Lilley, 


S. 
1 Elias Boys, © 


2 James Cunningham, 


3 Thomas Clingan, 
4 Thomas Kennedy, 
5 David Mitchell, 
6 Tonathan Hoge, 
7 John Ludwig, 

8 Nicholas Lutz, 
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. 


22 William Godfrey, 


23 Peter Faler, 
24 John White, 
25 Thomas Ryerſon, 
26 Jacob Reist, 


27 Janatban Roberts, | 


28 Benjamin Markley, 
29 James Vaux, 


30 Jacob Miley, 


31 John Carſon. 
32 James M. Creigbt, 
33 Obadiah Gore, 
34 David Stewart, 
35 Hugh Lloyd. 


36 Richard Riley. 


. 
13 Samuel Maclay, 


14 John Baird, 


15 James Barr, 

16 James Alliſon, 
17 Alexander Wright, 
18 James Marſhall, _ 
19 John Gilchreeſt, 


20 James Finley, 


henceforward extend to prevent ſureties of the peace being required of ſuch 


21 James Fobnſon, 
22 Jobn Rhea, 

23 John Nevil, 
24 John Harris. 


Daniel Leinbach, 
10 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
11 John Moore, | 
12 Herman Huſband, 


So it was carried in the affirmative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Wright, | 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the third reſolution contained in the ſai 
motion of Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Yaux, in order to introduce the fol. 


lowing reſolution, vis. 
Reęſolved, That the privileges of members of the Legiſlature ſhall not 


0 


members, for matters ariſing after the end of any ſeſſion thereof, or where, 
for want of information, the party could not make application to the Hou ze, 


while in ſeſſion. | . \ 
On the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to the poſtponement, for the aforc- F 
© aid purpoſe 5 
It was carried in the affirmative, and the reſolution adopted. 
The third reſolution then recurring, vis. 1 . 
Reſolved, That Conrad Ibrie, junior, Eſquire, a member of this Houle, 
having been arreſted during this ſeſſion, not being charged with treaſo! 1 
felony, or a breach of the peace, and without application to this Houſe roll A 
d from ſuch arreſt i appe 


leave to proceed againſt him, be forthwith diſcharge 5 | 
and that the Speaker of the Houſe do write a letter to the Sheriff of the 
county of P5i/adelphra, ſignifying the pleaſure of the Houſe in the 0 


4 
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On the queſtion,.— VIII the Houſe agree to the fame the veas and 
Nays being called by Mr. Rhea and Mr. Majhall, were as follow, viz. 


A . 

1 Lawrence Sickle, 
2 Jacob Hiltæbeimer, 
3 M. ham Rawtle, 

4 Francis Gurney, 

5 Samuel Aſhmead, 

6 Thomas Paul, 

7 Thomas Britton, 

8 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
9 John. Chapman, 
10 James Bryan, 


11 Richard Thomas, 


12 Richard Downing, jun. | 


13 John M Dowell, 
14 Fames Clemſon, 
15 Henry Dering, 
16 Faceb Erb, 
17 John Miller, 


VVV 
I Elias Boys, 

2 Valentine Upp, 

3 James Cunningbam, 

: Thomas Kennedy, 

s David Mitchell, 

6 Jonathan Hoge, 

Jobn Ludwig, 

8 Nicholas Lutz, 
9 Daniel Leinbach, 
10 Anthony Lerch, jun. 
I1 John Moore, 

12 Herman Huſband, 
13 Samuel Maclay, 


So it was carried in the affirmative. 


Y E A 8. 
18 Thomas Clingan, 
19 Jacob Schmyſer, 


20 Tohn Stewart, 


21 Thomas Lilley, 


22 William Godfrey, 
23 Peter Ealer, 


24 John White, 

25 Thomas Ryerſon, 

26 Jacob Reiff, 

27 Jonathan Rabares 
28 Benjamin Markley, 


29 James Vaux, 
30 John Carſon, 


31 Obadiah Gore, 
32 David Stewart, 
33. Hugh Lloyd, 

34 Richard Riley. 


N M 
14 John Baird, 
15 James Barr, 
16 James Alhjon, | 
17 Alexander Wright, 
18 James Marſhall, 
19 7ohn Gilchreeſt, 
20 James Finley, 
21 James Fobnſon, 
22 FJobn Rhea, 
23 Jacob Miley, 
24 James M*Creight, 


25 Jobn Nevil, 


26 John Harris. 


Reſolved, That Adam Stricker be diſcharged from the cuſtody of the Ser- 


geant-at-Arms. 


Which was accordingly done. 


Adjourned: until three o'clock, P. M. 


ode Die. P. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
Agreeably to the order of the Houſe of the 23d inſtant, John Nichol jon, Eſq; 


appearing at the bar, 


A motion was made by Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Vaux, in the follow- 


ing words, VIZ. 


31 0 Reſolved, 


6 


Te. ] 

Refobved, That John Nicholſon, Eſq ; ſtanding at the bar of this Houſe, 
be reprimanded by the Speaker for his conduct, in imputing to a member of 
the Houſe, acting in the diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, motives ſup- 
poſed to ariſe from perſonal enmity; and, in conſideration that the ſaid John 
Nicho/jon hath ſince declared that he intended no diſreſpect thereby to the 
Houſe, that he be diſcharged without further proceedings. | 

It was then, on motion of Mr. Kennedy, ſeconded by Mr. Lewis, 

Ordered, That the confideration of the ſaid motion be poſtponed until Tue. 
day next, in the afternoon, and that it be the order for that day. 


REASONS ff DISSENT. 


1ſt. B CAUSE we apprehend that the peace of the commonwealth, 

D and the protection of the citizens in their perſons and property 

from violence, is the firſt law of ſociety, the great end for which govern- 
ment was inſtituted, and the primary object of all municipal regulations; 
that no Legiſlature therefore has the right, and, as we believe, none before 
the preſent ever aſſumed the power, of holding themſelves exempt from the 
rule of peaceable demeanor to their fellow-citizens, on which the exiſtence 
of the community depends, and which extends alike to the higheſt citizen 
and the loweſt, without any difference or exception ; that the diſtinction, 
now arbitrarily made by this Houſe, between an actual breach of the peace 
by a member of Aſſembly, and the demand of ſurety of the peace from ſuch 
member, on a well- grounded apprehenſion of danger, ſupported by ſufficient 
teſtimony on oath, in our opinions, is not warranted either by reaſon or law. 
In point of reaſon, we are convinced that the actual breach of the peace, by 
a blow, is many times the effect of ſudden infirmity, and is repented of as 
ſoon as committed; whereas that lurking malice, which ſometimes dete&s 
itſelf by threats, and ſometimes by other circumſtances, is often more dan- 
gerous to the community, and more alarming to the individual, eſpecially 
if it ſhould be diſcovered in a man of a known miſchievous diſpoſition. As 
the reſolutions of the Houſe now ſtand, the ſlighteſt aſſault, the raſhneſs of 
a moment, ſhall ouſt the member of privilege; and yet, if the member 
ſtand detected in an attempt to burn a houſe, or to commit murder, even by 
poiſon, the pretended privilege of this Houſe will protect him, until the 
Houle is petitioned for leave to the magiſtrate to prevent miſchief. We are 
by no means convinced that theſe difficulties are obviated by that part of the 
reſolutions, which declares that the Houſe, upon petition from any per- 
“ ſon aggrieved, will, as a matter of right, if the caſe ſhall fo require, grant 
<< leave to proceed at law againſt any ſuch members ;” for, beſides that the 
danger may in ſome caſes be ſo imminent and ſudden, that there will not be 
time for an application to the Houſe, as, for inſtance, in the night-time, 
or in the interval of an adjournment, we cannot but add, that the reſo- 
lution, at the ſame time that it ſpeaks of the Houſe granting leave, © as 2 
«© matter of right,” by adding the words, if the caſe ſhall ſo require, fe- 
duces it at laſt to a matter of diſcretion, which it is in the power of the 
Houſe to grant or refuſe ; and we cannot apprehend that the citizens of this 
Nate hold their right of protection from the laws, to their perſons and pro- 
perty, at the will even of the Houſe of Aſſembly, eſpecially when we reflect 
that hereafter, under the new conſtitution, one branch, the half or the third i 
part of the Legiſlature, may be led, from the precedent now ſet, to claim and the 


exerciſe 


„ 


exerciſe the ſame diſcretionary power over the lives and property of their 
fellow- citizens; and no man at this day can poſſibly foreſee to what de- 
grees of wanton abuſe this precedent may be extended in time to come.— 
There is hardly any thing ſo ridiculous, or ſo wicked, as not to find its pa- 
rallel among the inſtances of privilege claimed and exerciſed by the Engliſi 


* 


Houſes of Parliament; nor is there any thing too horrible to be feared, in 


future times, from a power, of aCting at diſcretion, under the impulſes of 
es Oe and faction, which are too apt to prevail in a free common- 
wealth. E's | | ; 

We believe the diſcretionary power, now for the firſt time aſſumed by the 
Houſe, of extending, or refuſing privilege, upon the ſpur of the occaſion, 
may be a dangerous ſource of corruption in the Legiſlature, and deſtroy the, 
independence of its members. In the exerciſe of, this authority the virtuous 
may be given up to improper and vexatious ſuits, even in civil caſes, when 
at a diſtance from home; or the unprincipled and violent may be ſcreened 
from juſtice, to the terror of the citizens, according as it may promote the 
deſigns or ſerve the intereſts of a majority. - | 

In point of law, we apprehend that the queſtion is plain and eaſy. Our 
Legiſlature very early adopted the common law of England, which, adverting 
to the great law of ſociety already mentioned, in the fulleſt and cleareſt 


terms entitles. the ſubje& to proteQion from violence, either threatened'or 


juſtly feared, whether from members of the Legiſlature or from others; and 
we accordingly find that, in Great-Britain, Peers of the realm and mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons are, and ever have been, held to give ſurety 
of the peace, as often as it is legally required, without any interruption from 
the claim of privilege; and we find their Judges invariably ſtating the law 
to be, that there is no privilege of Parliament in any caſe, where ſurety of 
the peace is required. In that country we are convinced that the claims of 
privilege, at leaſt in former times, have been carried quite too far; and yet no 


inſtance: has been adduced to ſhew, that either the Houſe of Lords or the 


Houſe of Commons in England has ever interpoſed, to prevent their mem- 
bers from being arrefted in any one of that multitude of caſes wherein ſuret 

of the peace has been required. We wiſh not to carry our claims further. 
on this head, than they have carried theirs. We cannot conſent to de- 
_ our fellow-citizens of the benefit of the common law, or to un- 


inge what we conſider as the fundamental principle of ſociety, by deſtroy- 


ing that right of peace and ſecurity, which belongs to every man in a ſtate 
of government. And we proteſt againſt the preſent reſolutions of the 
Houſe, which, as far as they can do, have deſtroyed the protection of the 
citizen, and have reſcued a member of this Houſe from the hands of the 
law, leaving him at liberty to execute his threats of violence againſt a fellow- 
citizen, and leaving that citizen ſtripped of the protection of the law, and 
ſubject to thoſe very evils and dangers, which men left the ſtate of nature 
and joined together in ſociety to avoid. We dread the effects of wrong prece- 
dents and pernicious examples. We think it our duty to bear our teſtimony 
againſt them, and to convince thoſe who are to follow us, that we have not 
joined in the claim now aſſerted by a majority of this Houſe, the claim of a 
e of doing miſchief without the power of controul or prevention 
DJ 1aW.: | : 5 : | ” 
2d. We think the idea of a petition being neceſſary to be preſented to 
the Houſe, and ſubmitted to their diſcretion, previous to the exaRing ſecu- 
5 | rity 
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rity of the peace from a member, is a novelty; and therefore, befides the 


- objections already ſtated, may be conlidered as ariſing after the fact. Few 


eople, in this enlightened age, need to be warned of the dangerous nature 
of ex poſt facto laws. The conſtitution of the United States expreſly for- 
bids any one of the ſtates to enact laws ex pgſt facto, and the whole world 
ſeems convinced of their unreaſonableneſs and injuſtice. Yet this Houſe, by 
introducing a new rule after the fact, have condemned a proceeding, which, 
at the time of the fact, was juſt and right, and perfectly conſonant to law. 
And the Judge who iſſued the warrant in the preſent caſe, by a rule made 
now for the firſt time, after the iſſuing of the warrant, is, in effect, declared 
to have done wrong in obeying his oath of office, which requires him to de- 


cide according to the known law of the land. If the rule were ever ſo juſt 


and proper (which we nevertheleſs ſolemnly deny) yet it ought not to have 


retroſpected to the preſent meaſure. For this reaſon alſo we diſſent. And we 


cannot but add, that we think it more eſpecially our duty to be thus plain 
and full in proteſting againſt theſe meaſures, and in ſtating our reaſons for ſo 
doing, at a time when the right of enquiring into, and complaining of, and 
petitioning, and remonſtrating againſt the proceedings in this Houſe, by the 
people out of the Houſe (a right we conſider as moſt ſacredly confirmed to 
every citizen by the expreſs words of the conſtitution) is brought into 
queſtion; ſo that many worthy citizens, who are not mem bers of this 
Houſe, may be diſcouraged from exerciſing that freedom of ſpeaking, and 
writing, and printing on the proceedings of the government, which the 
conſtitution requires of them as their duty. Fi” 


Thomas Kennedy, James Marſhall, 


John Rhea, John Moore, 
John Gilchreeſt,' Alexander Wright, 
John Ludwig, Valentine Upp, 
James Finley, Jonathan Hoge, 
David Mitchell, James Alliſon, 
James Barr, James Cunningham, 
Samuel Maclay, James Fohnſon, 
John Baird, John Harris, 
Jobn Nevil, Daniel Leinbach. 


Adjourned until ten a'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, March 27, 1790. A. M. 

The Houle met purſuant to adjournment. 5 

A petition from Lewis Prabl was read, of a ſimilar tenor with his petition 
preſented to the late Houſe of Aſſembly Auguſt 31ſt laſt ; and on motion, 
and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time. 
Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. Gurney, Mr. Upp and Mr. Gore, to 
report thereon, 5 . 
The committee appointed February 12th, on that part of the Meſſage 
from Council, which reſpects the navigation of the rivers Delaware, Schuyl- 
Kill and Suſquebanna, made report, which was read, as follows, v1. 

The committee, to whom was referred that part of the Meſlage of the 


_ Preſident and Supreme Executive Council, which relates to the reports the 


Com̃⸗ 


L 227 J. 


Commiſſioners appointed to view the Delaware, the Schuylkill and the Suſpue- 

hanna, in purſuance of the act of Aſſembly enacted the twenty - eighth day of 
September laſt, beg leave to report, — | 8 | FS 
That the ſurveys directed appear to have been made with great care, ac- 
curacy and judgment, and upon the whole to warrant the inference that the 
waters of thoſe rivers may,. in general, be rendered navigable, with as little 
difficulty and expence as thoſe of any rivers in the United States: But it 
appears to the committee to be expedient, previous to proceeding in the ex- 
ecution of any part of the great deſign propoſed by the Legiſlature, that pro- 
per meaſures ſhould be taken to aſcertain the moſt practicable communicatidn 
between the eaſtern and weſtern limits of the ſtate. The Commiſſioners ap- 


inted were, from the directions of the law, confined to the inveſtigation of 


and the ſtreams which communicated with theni. _ 
The reſolution which the committee will propoſe is calculated to obtaia 
a clear and ſatisfactory knowledge of thoſe internal parts of the ſtate, hi- 
therto unexplored for theſe purpoſes; to aſcertain the moſt convenient and 
practicable place for, connecting the waters of the rivers already mentioned 
with the A/legheny, Lake Ontario and Lake Erie; and, in caſes where por- 
tage by land will be neceſſary, to examine the face of the country, and 
report the moſt ſuitable places for landings and roads. | 15 
Ths ſtate of Pennfy/vania appears to the committee not only to be cal- 
culated, from its natural advantages, for thoſe improvements which will 
facilitate its internal commerce, and promote the wealth and population of 


its territory, but to be the probable grand channel of future communica- 


tion between the eaſtern and weſtern extremities of the United States: And 
hence it is conceived, that to neglect the acquiſition of proper materials for 
the formation of a general plan, upon the moſt liberal principles within the 


abilities of the commonwealth, would be inconſiſtent both with our intereſt 


and our reputation. 1 3 

The following reſolution is therefore ſubmitted, viz. „ 
EReſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they 
are hereby authoriſed and requeſted to appoint ſuitable and ſkilful per- 
ſons Commiſſioners, who ſhall proceed, as ſoon as may be, to the head of 
the Quitapabilla, and from thence ſhall proceed to the Swatara, and down 
the Swatara to the Suſquebanna; then, paſſing over that part of the Su/que- 
Hanna which has been already examined by the Commiſſioners herein be- 
fore mentioned, they ſhall aſcend to the mouth of the Funiata, where they 
ſhall re-commence the examination propoſed, and proceed up the Su/que- 
banna to Sunbury, and thence up the welt branch to Cinnamaboning, and 
up the ſame to the Canoe Place (fo called) or ſuch place on the main 
branch or the weſt branch of Cinnamaboning, as will connect moſt eaſily 
with any practicable branch of the Allegbeny, the Conſua, Toby's creek, or 
any other which may diſcharge itſelf into the Allegheny neareſt to the mouth 


of French creek ; and thence examine French creek up to Le Bzuff, and the 


portage to Preſque Ie; that ſuch Commiſſioners thence return down the 
Allegheny, and examine the ſame from the mouth of French creek to the 
Kiſkemenetas, and up the Kſkemenetas to the Conemaugh, and up the Cone- 
maugh to its forks with Stony-creek, and from the ſame, by the neareſt 
branches which can be improved by canal or lock navigation, to the ſhort- 
eſt portage which may be found to the Frank's-town branch of Juniata, at 
ep M | + ooo 


the navigable waters of the Delaware, the Schuylkill, and the Suſguebauna, 
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or near the mouth of Poplar run, where [Patrick Caſſady now lives, and 
.down the Fran#'s-town branch of Funiata to the head of Water-ftreet, where 
the Commiſſioners of laſt year concluded: the report of their work. 

That. the Prefident and Supreme Executive Council be alſo authorifed and 
requeſted to appoint other ſuitable and ſkilful men to explore the coun- 
try, and aſcertain. the beſt road and ſhorteſt diſtance from the Delaware, near 
the forks of the Mobau and Popaugbton branches, to the great bend on the 
. Suſquehanna, and. thence proceed down the Suſquehanna to the mouth of Tioga, 
and from thence to the junction of the eaſt and weſt branches of Suſque- 

| banna ; that on their return from thence, the ſaid commiſſioners be direct- 
ed to explore the Lebigb, from its head to the Turn- hole; and alſo to ex- 
amine and explore the Tobebanna and the Schuylkill, from Hamburgh, where 
. the. commiſſioners before mentioned concluded their work, to the mouth of 
Tamaguay, or little Schuylkill, as far as good raft navigation reh be ſuppoſed 
to extend. 

That for the purpoſe of defraying the expenees of ſuch examinations and 
ſurveys, the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they are here- 
by authoriſed to draw orders on the Freaſurer of the ſtate, not exceeding 


the ſum of to be charged to the fund, in 
and by the act of Aſſembly before mentioned . 122 claims and 
improvements. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a pill, endes « An 
% Aft to authoriſe and direct :the ſale of the lands therein mentioned, 0 far 
other purpoſes,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on thectable. 

The following bills having been brought i in engroſſed, were . com- 
pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the n directed to yu the 
:fame, viz. 

An Additional SUPPL EM ENT fo the ſeveral aft of Afenty Fe gell. 
ing public auctions and auttioneers. 7 

An ACT to provide for the ſafety of the records of the fever counties in 
. #his commonwealth, and for other purpoſes tberein mentioned. 

An ACT for the relief of John Lytle, Joun Webb and William Mur- 
ray. 

* ACT to provide for the more effetual 'rehef of the widows and chil- 
.dren of the officers and privates of the militia, who have to of their liver in "= 
ſervice of their country. 

An ACT for. compenſating Laughlin M*Cartney, and others therein men- 
tioned, for ſupplies by them furniſhed the civil officers of North urnber] and couns 
ty in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ive. | 

A SUPPLEMENT fo the af, entituled An Act for erecting the 
% ſouth-weſtern part of the county of Cumberland into a ſeparate county. 

An ACT in favour of Reading Howell, and for other purpoſes therem 
mentioned. 

An ACT to author 5 and dire the Supreme Executive Council to appoint 
comm. Moners, to audit and ſettle the accounts between Bedford, and Huntingdon 
counties, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 


| ? 
A Further SUPPLEMENT to the adt of Aſſembly, "bay c An - 1 
46 Act for the relief * inſolvent debtors within the e of Pennſytoa- p 

Y 


The 


4e Ria. 


1 


The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report of the committee on 
the petitions of 895 inhabitants of the county of Mifflin, &c. poſtponed 
March 24th: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That the. prayer to be re-annexed to Northumberland county, 
contained in the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Potter's and 
Balu Eagle townſhips, 1n-the county of Myflin, ought not at this time to be 

ranted. + 
= Reſolved, That the petitions of a number of the inhabitants of Mi Nin 
county, and part of . Greenwood townſhip, in Cumberland county, praying 
for a removal of the ſeat of juſtice in ſaid county of Mifflin, ought not to 
be granted; and that they, together with the petitioners mentioned in the 
laſt preceding reſolution, have leave to withdraw their petitions, 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, for appointing an additional Truſtee . No erecting a court-houſe 
and priſon. in and for the county of Min. 

Ordered, That Mr. Chapman, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Carſon, Mr. Harris 
and Mr. Lloyd be a committee, to bring in a bill conformably to the ſaid 
reſolution. 

The bill, entitled H Supplement. to an _ entituled-** An AR to eſta- 
* bliſh a board of appeal within the ſeveral counties of this ſtate,” and to 

« grant exonerations in - caſes of militia fines,” was read the fecond time, 
and conſidered by paragraphs. . 

Ordered, That it — tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The, Houſe reſumed the r of the bill, entituled © An 4 


« for further enlarging the time limited by the act, antituled An Act for 


« facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the year one 


thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, and for redeeming part of the 


« funded debt of this ſtate, for extending the time for patenting lands 
«© which were located before the declaration of independency, and for giv- 
1% ing a right of pre- emption to actual ſettlers for procuting warrants for 


„ the lands by them oocupied; and the ſame having been fully conſidered 


by paragraphs, 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enaeted into a 
law. 

The bill, entigdled '« An Adi to enforce the due colliction of the revenues 
« of this flate, and for other pages therein mentioned,” was read the ſecond 
time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 


Ordered, That it be tranſcnibed: for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh= 
ed for conſideration. 
Adee e until ten o clock on 9 next, A. M. 


Monday, March 29, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. ” 14 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe 1 a bill, entituled An 
Act for appointing an additional TJ. Bee: Jet” the county of Mifflin,” which 
© was read the firſt time, and | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | The 


The petition of William Buckley and Richard Wells read March 24th, Was 
3888 the ſecond tine. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the city mannes to report: thereon. 
The petitiqh of divers inhabitants of the couny! of Den, read March 
2 5th, was read the ſecond fime. 
Oradered, That it be referred to Mr. Miller, Mr. Leinbach and Mr. Carſm, 
to report thereon. _. 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the report on the petition of Ma- 
ry Harriſon, poſtponed March 18th: Whereupon 
Reſolved, That the prayer of the petitibn of Mary Horn! ifon be complied 
with, and that ſhe have leave to bring in a bill for the purpoſes ſet forth in 
faid petition, provided the rate of exchange ſhall not exceed one hundred and 


Sixty-ſix pounds thirteen Hilla xt and four- Pence currency: for one es pounds 


Nerling. 
The Houſe refurhed the conſiderntian of the Waben on the petition of the 


Corporation of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church of St. John, in the —_— 
of Tork, poſtponed December 7th laſt : Whereupon 
Reſobved, That a committee be appointed to bring 1 in a bill, to enable the 
erſons therein mentioned to raiſe the ſum of by 


* > , + * 


gra hs. 7 

2 That the further 8 thereof be * 

Mr. D. Stewart, in his place, read a bill, entituled An Ad for ap- 
pointing two additional truſtees for the county of Huntingdon,” and, having 
obtained leave for that purpoſe, preſented the ſame to the chair, when it 
was read the firſt time, and . | 

- [Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The bill, entituled Ar Aa fo incorporate the Proteftant Epi ebe! Con- 
t gregation of St. James's Church, in the borough of Briſtol, and county of 
Bucks, was read the ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. _ 

The bill, entituled “ Ar Af to nite prov; ion for repairs at Mud-Ifland,” 
was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the cen of being enacted into. a 
Jaw. 5 
The bill, entituled⸗ An Aci to reduce the tax upon writs ifued out of the 
& County Court of Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therein 
* limited,” was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. _ 

6 Ordered, That it be en. for the purpoſe of being enacted into 2 
aw, 

The report on the Nane of a number of the inhabitants of Moreland, 
. Cheltenham, Abington and Spring fie 1⁴¹ townſhips, in the county of Monigo- 

- mery, read March 1 17th, was read the ſecond. time: * | 
| 8 phens Kegel 
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Refobved, That leave be given to withdraw the petitions ſigned by a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the townſhips of More/und, Cheltenham, 2 
and Spring field, in the county of Montgomery, praying that the laid town- 
ſhips may be annexed to the county of Philadelphia. | 

The report on the petition of Francis White, read March 5th, was read 
the ſecond time: V/hereupon 

. Reſolved, That Rr White have leave to withdraw his petition. _ 

The bill, entituled An Af for further enlarging the time limited by the 
« at, entituled © An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of 
credit emitted in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-one, 
« and for redeeming part of the funded debt of this ſtate, for extending the 
'<© time. for. patenting lands which were located before the declaration of in- 
* dependency, and for. giving a right of pro-empuUcn to actual ſettlers for 
« procuring warrants for the lands by them occupied, having been brought 
in engroſſed, was compared at the 1 1 2 enacted into a law, and the Speaker 
directed to ſign the ſame. 

RES until three geben P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

The committee appointed this forenoon, on the petition of William Buck- 
ley and Richard Wells, made report, which was read; and on motion, and 
by ſpecial order, the ſame was * the ſecond time, and adopted, as fol- 
lows, vz. | 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of William Buckley 
and Richard Wells, report 

That from the circumſtances. mentioned 5 in-the petition it appears reaſon- 
able in itſelf, and . conſiſtent with the intereſt of the ſtate, to ſuſpend the 
operation of the act, entituled An Ac for the inſpection of ſhingles, until 
the firſt day of eee next, and alſo to introduce a further regulation to 
the ſhingles of the third kind mentioned in the ſaid act: They therefore 
ſubmit the following reſolution, viz. . 

Reſotved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to fuſpend 
the operation of the act, entituled * An Act for the inſpection of ſbingles, 
and alſo to provide that ſhingles of the third kind mentioned in ſaid act be 
packed in bundles containing one hundred and twenty-five each. 

Ordered, That the city members be a committee, to bring in a bill con- 
formably to the foregoing reſolution. 

Ihe committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled © 4 
Supplement to the ſeveral acts of Aﬀembly. of this ſtate relative to the inſpec- 
% tion of ſtaves, heading and lumber, which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 
The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled * An 
Act to ſuſpend, for a limited time, the operation of an att, entituled ** An 
Act for the inſpection of ſhingles, and for other purpoſes Wee men- 
*« tioned,” which was read the firſt time, and 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, entitaſed 85 
A Further Supplement to an act, entituled * An Act for the attainder of 
divers traitors, if they render not themſelves by a certain day, and for 

| 3 6 veſung 
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<< veſting t their-eſtates in the commonwealth, and for more effectually diſ- 
„ covering the ſame, and for aſcertaining and ſatisfying all lawful debts and 
e claims thereon,” which was read the firſt time, and 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The bill, entituled “ An AF to erect the town 1 e in the ey 
8 Dauphin, into a borough, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned, was 
read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- | 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The bill, entituled “ A further Supplement to the act, entituled An Act 
« to incorporate the city of Philadelphia,” was read the third time, and 
conſidered by paragraphs. 

; Ordered, That it be —_ for the purpoſe. of being nated into a 
aw. 

The bill babe % An AG for the better regulation and ſupport of the 
e poor of Cheſter . was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by 
paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwich * 
liſhed for conſideration. 

The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled «© An A4 
'* fo incorporate the Carpenters company of Philadelphia and having fully 
_ conſidered the ſame by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a law. 

The bill, entituled An Act to provide for the electian of Reprgſentatives 
% of this ſtate in the Congreſs of the United States,” was read the ſecond time. 

And in conſidering the fame by paragraphs, 

A motion was made by Mr. Findley, ſeconded by Mr. Baird, in the fol- 
lowing words, viz. _ 

That it be re- committed, with inſtructions to divide the 3 into di- 
ſtricts, containing, as nearly as may be, ſuch number of taxable inhabitants 
as are entitled to elect one Repreſentative ; where that cannot be done, 
ſuch number of adjoining counties ſhall be formed into one diſtrict, as ſhall 
be entitled to elect not more than three Repreſentatives ; but neither the city 
nor any county ſhall be divided in forming a diſtrict. 

Which was carried in the negative. 

And the ſaid bill having been fully conſidered by ba, 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith n 
| ed for conſideration. | 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Tueſday, March 30, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. | 

The committee appointed March 27th, on the petition. of Lewis Prabl, 
made report, which was read, as follows, v2. 

The committee, to wham was referred the petition of Lewis Probl, re- 
port 
That having fully conſidered the circumſtances of his caſe, which 1s by no 
means of a ſingular nature, as it is well known that ſome thouſands of the 
citizens of this ſtate have had their property taken from them or deſtroyed by 


the Brityfh army, and that theſe are circumſtances which can only be ms 
a 
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among the calamities of war, and not within the ability of the Legiſla- 
ture to redreſs: Therefore the following reſolution is ſubmitted, viz. 

Reſolved, That Lewis Prabi have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed March 24th, on the petition of Blackall Wil- 
liam Ball, made report, which was read, as follows, viz. \ 
The committee, to whom was referred the mans of Blackall William 
Ball, report— 

That they conſider the prayer of the preſent petition partly of a ſimilar 
nature with that which has been decided upon during the preſent ſeſſion of 
the Houſe, and that they cannot ſee the propriety of again recommending it 
to the conſideration of this Afſembly : The following reſolution is therefore 
ſubmitted, viz... 

Reſolved, That Blackall William Ball have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee appointed March 23d, on the memorial of the members 
of the Hebrew Congregation of Ae made report, which was read, 
as follows, vi. 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the members of 
the Hebrew Congregation of the city of Philadelphia, report 

That in conſideration of the circumſtances ſet forth in ſaid petition, which 
appear to your committee to be founded in fact, it appears reaſonable that 
the prayer of their petition ſhould be granted: Therefore the committee ſub- 
mit the following reſolution, vzz. 

Reſolved, That the members of the Hebrew Congregation have leave to 
preſent a bill for inſtituting and eſtabliſhing a lottery, for the purpoſe of re- 
deeming their houſe of public worſhip from the mortgage and incumbrance 
thereon. 


Ordered to lie on the table. re OE 
The committee of accounts, who were directed by a reſolution of the 24th 


inſtant to enquire what number and amount of the bills of credit emitted by 
act of Aſſembly of 1ſt June 1780, and thoſe of 7th April 1781, remain 
unredeemed, made report, which was read, as follows, vix. 

The -committee of accounts, to whom was teferred the reſolution of the 
Houſe of 24th of March inſtant, directing them to enquire what number 
and amount of the bills of credit emitted by act of Aſſembly of 1ſt Fune 
1780, and thoſe of 7th April 1781, remain unredeemed, and report ſpe- 
cially thereon to this Houſe, report 

That, although your committee might ſeem juſtifiable in | ſtating only the 
preſent balances of thoſe emiſſions remaining unredeemed, yet, as the pre- 
amble to the reſolution ſtates that conſiderable differences had appeared in 
the ſtatements of the accounts of the Comptroller-General and Regiſter- 
General in the premiſes, they conceive it their duty to inform the Houſe | 
how and at what time thoſe differences aroſe, as far as they have been able 
to diſcover. 

1ft. It appears to your committee, from the Comptroller-General' s ſtate- 
ment of 7th November 1787, that there was a balance to be redeemed of 
bills of credit of June 1780, 46,358 dollars, and in his ſtatement of 4th 
meg es 1788, to be redeemed = the aforeſaid bills of credit, 36,453 
Ollars. 

Nevertheleſs the ſtate hath been e in the Treaſurer's accounts, 
rendered to and ſettled by the un to the iſt 1 
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1789, with J 17,514 4 1 in the bills of credit of March 1785, paid in 
exchange for 35,091 dollars in bills of credit of 1ſt June 1780, together 
with intereſt thereon. . V : 
2d That in the report made by the late Treaſurer, agreeably to the aq 
of Aſſembly of zoth September 1789, to the Regiſter- General, the ſtate is 
further charged with G7, 745 16 8, in bills of credit of March 1785, paid 
in exchange for 15,464 dollars, in bills of credit of 1ſt June 1780, together 
with the intereſt thereon. | 23 
zd. That in the Treaſurer's accounts of 1786 and 1787, he charges him- 
ſelf with 63,438 dollars in bills of credit of June 1780, reeeived in ex- 
change for a like ſum of bills of credit of March 1785, which makes a 
part of the, ſum ſtated by the Comptroller-General to have been redeemed 
and in the treaſury in November 1787; yet it appears not to your com- 
mittee that the Comptroller-General hath charged the ſtate, or credited the 
Treaſurer, with the bills of credit of March 1785, paid in exchange for 
the ſaid bills of June 1780, in any of his three ſtatements to the Houſe, of 
| November 1787, March 24th 1788, and November 4th 1788. By which 
omiſſion it appears to your committee the finances of the ſtate were repre- 
ſented in a better ſituation than they really were, by the amount of the {aid 
63, 438 dollars, together with the intereſt due thereon. i 
Ath. That the Comptroller and Regiſter-General both agree, that the 
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. aforeſaid ſums off 17, 5 14 4 1, and L 7,745 16 8, of the bills of credit WF ©* 
of March 178 5, paid in exchange for the aforeſaid ſums. of .35,091 and Hun 
I 5,464. dollars, making together 50,555 dollars, together with the inte- " 


_ reſt thereon, as per articles iſt and ad, were the only ſums, in the bills of 
credit of March 178 5, yet brought to the debit of the ſtate, for the re- 1 
demption of the aforeſaid 63,438 dollars in bills of June iſt 1780, ſtated 

to have been received in November 1787, leaving a balance of 12,883 dol- 

lars, which, added to the ſum of 7, 809 dollars principal of ſaid bills, which L 
the Treaſurer alſo charges himſelf with as received in exchange for other mo- ¶ ile 
nies, in his ſtate money accounts for 1788 and 1789, amounts to 20, 697 
dollars principal, and, eſtimating the intereſt on this ſum at fix years and 81 
eight months, the average. intereſt paid on thoſe ſums, contained in the iſt ¶ page 
and 2d articles, makes 6,898 dollars and 30-goths; ſo that the bills of cre- Ftreaſ 

dit of March 1785 are, or may yet be abſorbed in the exchange of the afore- calle 
faid ſum of 27,595 dollars, principal and intereſt, to the amount thereof, Ion a 
more than has yet been ſtated to this Houſe, although ſtated by the Comp- I Re 
troller-General to have been redeemed in 1787. | 4 Re 
5th. That the Comptroller-General, in Nov. 1788, ſtates, | 
as per article 1ſt, . a balance remaining to be redeemed. in bills 
of credit of June iſt 1980,  — * Doli. 36,453 


The ſtate hath been charged with the ſum of J 25,260 © 9, 
in the bills of March 1785, paid in exchange for bills of 1ſt 
June 1780 ſince the ſaid ſtatement, per article 4th, 
Principal, _ — = > + 20 RI 
To which add amount of faid bills yet to be redeemed, as 
per article 6th, including the ſum remaining in the hands of 
the continental loan-officer, — En Pa 8 


Dolls. 154. 264 
A The 


„ USL. . 
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The differences between the Comptroller's ode ſtatement 
and the ſum it has and may coſt the ſtate to redeem the afore- 


ſaid bills of June 1 780, ſince 12 aboveſaid ſtatement of N- Wo 
vember 1788, is © N 108 ol 1 
Beſides the further ſary that We yet be brought to account, 10 
and the. intoreſ A as © ond article 4th, = 7. 59 5 WA 
„ 2 1 Total, - Dok. 145,406 1 
6th. That — u * ies Aba of the 1 
Comptroller-General, which have been exhibited from time 1 
time, your committee are of opinion that the following, be- — 
ing taken from a recent certificate of the late Treaſurer, is a 4 4 
true ſtate of the bills of June 1ſt 1780, vis. 48 
Quantity emitted, | Dots 149 5,000 48 
——_ by committee of Aſſembly Nov. "OY . 580 | . 
I 1,391,291 "0 1 
Retained by 8 Smith, 2 . conti 2 | " q 4 
loan-officer, 78,6 6. 3 . 15 
e to be redeemed, balance oy 2 2 1 1 . 
| D * x 1-495 ,000 1 4 
oth. That your committee, on the inveſtigation of ac- PLAY 
counts of the bills of credit of April 7th 1781, obſerve, that {08 
in the ſtatement of the N (neal of e e 1 
it is ſtated of the ſaid bills, | 4: 
Burnt and deſtroyed, eee io 437-474. 9. 9 1 
In the en 5 475 717 gib . 8 mA 
BY Due to | fandry . For auen and Ma r 1 
ö ble in this money, which will be iſſued, — ＋ . 50 oO © 1 
— — 1 

Sth. In the Com omptroller-General i e of Nov. 1788, , oo l 

| 


page 8, he brings forward the above ſums burnt and in the 1 „ = =h 
- Wtreafury, as redeemed, without making allowance for the ſum . in; & 
called again into circulation, although he calculates himſelf | a 


a8 * 
15 15 
m4 
4 
11 v1 
7 
7 


„ 

61 
14 
A 


— 


W 
; — . 


—— 2 — — ye ena_D — A 


f, Won a ſum of L 7250 being again ifſued, and ſays, 5 bil 
»- i Redecmed, per laſt ſettlement, — — 33 I : 6 4 [ . 
Redeemed ſince, . OONEO 2 1 
i £45756 17. 8 9 
55 gth. In the Regiſter: General's Autracie there appear „ | 
have beerf burnt and deflivyed to iſt Sept. 1788, , 437,74 9 5 
Difference between the t bo ſtatements, 4 3 -£ — w_ 1 1 : 
53 5 e 


Which appears to have hs 8 Rom the Comptroller's 8 . 

lering money once paid into the treaſury as redeemed, although it may not 

709 Pnly be paid out again, but he has himſelf calculated upon the ſum of 
— WW 7250 being again to be paid out for the purpoſe he mentions. 


— 5 3 0 10th. 
T he 


— — — — — ——— — — 
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Zoth. That from the Comptroller-General's ſtatements b gt. 
of Nov. 1787 and Nov. 1788, there ought to have been in 
the treaſury, on the 1ſt, Sept. 1788, in bills of credit of 
April 7th 1781, being the balance of C 20,070 7 II, re- 
ſulting from the laſt mentioned ſtatements, after deducting _ 
thereout the ſum of C 755 2 10, which, in his ſtatement: / 
of Nav. 1788, he aſſerts to have been ſince paid out for ſun- 
dry debts and certificates gn 19,215 5 

By an account exhibited by the Regiſter-General, there 
appeared a balance remaining in the treaſury of ſaid emiſſion 
of April 7th 1781, from 1ſt Sept. 1788 to 22d Sept. 1789, 
including the ſum of L 500 1 o, paid out within that Ip 5 


bz. x 


riod, in 422400 of certain ern, of Council, 7 5 + N 


Burat * deroyed _ 22d * {16 1150 þ ' 24,000 „ 0 0 


* 


t * 


IE 1 ($1029 | 12 2 ; 
From which deduct hs . in Py Ts: on 1ſt: 
OZ. N 21 Wet! late Treaſurer's REGOUAT, 'X rendered to 


1 Jo gh g ei od 4 on 1 4.378 7 7 
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Therefore the difference 4 My 7 > will a EY pace the Comp- 
troller's ſtatement of Nov. 1788 and the ſum, app from his preceding 
ſtatements, Fs to Rave been in the 7 in i the bills of credit of April 


25 28 I 


— * 


— — of the late Treaſurer, is as « follows VIS. 


* 


Whole gmognt f the emiſſion, „ Pg 2 2 486, 500 0 0 
Bunt by the committee of accounts, 1285 
at ſundry times 461,474 9 9. 
Burnt by your Pee of accounts, = 
March inſtant, 8 1 0 - „„ . 2, 881. . 6 
Balance yet unredeemed, . . 1 8. 5 3 
— — — EF ee 6, 


# © 


\ Otdered) to lie on ths table. 


„% 


The committee, to II were rafervdd; Ser gth, the petitions 0 
the owners of lands in the frontier and other counties of this ſtate, mas 
report, which. was read; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame wi 
read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, viz. IS 

The committee, to whom was referred all the papers on the files of th 
late Houſe of Aﬀembly relative to taxes laid _ unſeated lands, e 

ort- 
1 That having carefully conkdered the ſubject, it appears to them that g's 
abuſes and oppreſſions have from time to time been the conſequence of t 


mode hitherto in practice for 806 and collecting taxes upon nos 
a U 


| 
4 


| 
7 


bring in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 
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lands, ht effects of which have not only diſcouraged and injured the fale of 


the lands belonging to the ſtate, but have alſo diminiſſied the product of the 
general taxes. Property has in many inſtances been taxed ſo high, as to 
render it no worth While for the owner to redeem it; and in many inſtances 
the owner Pa had no notice of the demands againſt it, although prepared 
and willing to diſcharge them. In both caſes the ſales have generally been 
far below the real value of the property, and thus the ſtate in fact ſuſtains 
the injury, as it has to recur to other ſubjects of taxation to produce the 
ſums neceſſary for the public welfare. The inſecurity of public property, 


liable to ſuch. devaſtation, ultimately tends to render the commonwealth 


— abroad, while it impairs its wealth at home; and hence the com- 
mittee apprehend it will be expedient (without continuing the ſuſpenſion of 
ſales, which has from time to time been neceſſarily adopted) to propoſe a 
ue which will 3 the collection of the arrearages, without ſubject- 
the owners of the property in queſtion to ſuch manifeſt unmerited 
— : : The following reſolutian is therefore ſubmitted, viz. 
Re/folved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to enforce the 


collection of the Abrentaget of * aſſeſſed upon nne e upon the 


following principle ĩdd d A 
iſt, That due notice be i of ahs ſums due for taxes upon och lands, 


and of the day and place of appeal, at leaſt months. 


2d. That the commiſſibners be authoriſed, upon ſuch appeal, to exone- 


rate all ſuch unſeated lands from taxation, during ſuch periods of time as 
the incurſions of the Indians prevailed in the neighbourhood of ſuch ſettle- 


ments, during which tine duck,” lands could not be Improve; without dan- 


ger to the ſettler ses. N F1 


3d. That the cn Sers return liſts of forks dene the Treaſu- 


rer of the ſtate, who (ball be \authoriſed and required to demand and receive 
ſuch taxes of the perſons. from whom due, and to take 8 meaſures to 


compel them perſonally ta make payment thereof. 
4th. That all ſuch lands, Jiable to taxes as aforeſaid, payment of which 
cannot be ſo recovered by the Treaſurer, may be expoſed to ſale by the com- 
miſſioners of the proper <duhty,. under proper regulations: W hereupon 
Ordered, That Mr. Rate Mr. Britton and Mr. Lilley be a committee, to 
The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 
pared at the table, nated into Jaws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 


ſame, viz. ON 


An ACT tw authoryſe the Jil of the barracks in the borough of Lancaſter, 
and the lot or lots bn en N are erected, and for other purpoſes therein 


mentioned. n 
An ACT to reducyaby tax ED writes iſſued out of the County Court of Com- 


mon Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therein limited. 


The bill, entituled “ An Ads for erecling part of the — TO into 
*© a ſeparate county,” was read the ſecond time. 

And in conſidering the following paragraph, vi. 

Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the 
freemen of the commonwealth of Penn/p{vania, in General Afſembly met, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That all and ſingular the lands lying 
within the bounds and limits herein after mentioned ſhall be, and are hereby 
n into a ſeparate county, by the name of Teal P county, 


namely ; 
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namely; beginning on the line of Cumberlund county, where the road lead- 


ing from Car ſiſie acroſs Dill Gap interſects the ſaid line; thence a direct 
courſe to the Cone ago Creek, oppoſite the mouth of 43bo7's Run; thence 
along ſaid run, ſo long as it continues the diviſion line between Paradiſe and 
Berwick-townſhips ; i thence along the line of Beruict, until it ſtrikes the 
line of ; Heidleberg.; thence ſouthward, fo as to exclude Hanover-fown, to 
the line dividing; Fort county from the ſtate of Maryland; thence weſt, along 
ſaid line, to the iPrank/im. county line; thence along ſaid line to the Cum- 


berland county line, and along the ſame to the place of OY PHI t 
On the queſtion,.— Will the Houſe agree lo the fame ?"—the Yeas an 


i 


| Nays. being called by Mr. Lily and Mr. Clingan, were as follow, viz. 


e A . 
1 Witham Raule, 
3 Elias Boys. 
4 John M. Dorvell, 
5 James Cunningham, © 
6 Thomas Clingan, 


. 1241 Nicholas Jute 


22 Daniel einc, 
13 Conrad Thrie, jun. 
1 * Jobn Moore, 7 x 


15 Herman Huſband, 


16 Samuel Medlay, 
17 John Baird, 


MAY. 
I Jacob Hiltzbeimer, 
3 Samuel Aſhmead, 
4 Thomas Paul. 
5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
6 Valentine Upp, 
7 John Chapman, 
8 Lene Bryan, 


9 Richard Thomas,” 


10 Richard Downing, jun. 


11 James Clemſon, 
12 Jacob Erb, 


* 5 
| 55 
- +. 8 N os WY | 1 
; : P "in 4 4 7 
31 'Yobn N  - | 
þ - 0 by - ; ? ; 2 1 : 
: * YET <1 995 +; . 
32 John Hari, 
. 4 3 | FR 
ud the gx : 
[2 34 Ribe N 
ö 0 
by ' . SI 
14 4 5 * 
\ A. int! * 41119 


. 13. Job 


„ E A 8. 
18 James Barr, 


19 James Alliſon, 
20 Alexander Wright, 
21 Thomas Ryerſon, © 
22 James Marſhall, © 
23 Jobn Gilchreeſt, ' 


24 James Finley, © 


26 Fohbn Reta,'' II, . i 


6 2 Facob: Miley 4121 „ 


9 
29 James MiCreight, ' 


o David Stewart, 


oy 4 by 
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16 


T bamas, Lilley; 


18 es 


21 Fames Vaux, 


22 Jab Carſon. 


Peter Ealer, 


19 Jacab Reh; 


20 onathan Roberts, FA 


Sg it was determined in the affirmative. _ 


And the ſaid bill having been fully conſidered by -paragraphs, 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed 


liſhed for confideration.” + 


for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


The committee appointed for the purpoſe reported a bill, entituled An 


Ad to enforce the due collection of taxes afſeſſed upon unſeated and unimproved 


* 4a 
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lands within this ſtute, and for other purpoſes therem mentioned, wh ch was 
read the firſt time, and 5 
Ordered to lie on ths table.” - 


The bill, entituled An Act to reform the penal laws of this fate,” was 


read the third time, and in part conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed until to- 
morrow, and that it be the order for that day. 


Adjourned until three o __— P. M. 


Fache Die P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe reſumed the conſideration 
of the motion poſtponed March 26th, vis. 

Reſolved, That Jobn Nicholfon, Eſq; ſtanding at the bar of this Houſe, 
be reprimanded by the Speaker for his conduct, in imputing to a member of 
the Houſe, acting in the diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, motives ſup- 

oſed to ariſe from perſonal enmity; and, in conſideration that the ſaid John 


Nicholſon hath ſince declared that he intended no diſreſpect dy to the 


Houſe, that he be diſcharged without further proceedings. 
A motion was made by Mr. Maclay, ſeconded by Mr. Boys, 


To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid reſolution, in order to introduce 


the following in lieu thereof, vix. 

Whereas, by a reſolution of the 19th- Aenne John Nicholſon was ordered 
to appear before the bar of this Houſe, to anſwer for his conduct in writing 
and publiſhing a letter, ſaid to contain indecent reflections againſt Conrad 


Jhrie, junior, Eſquire, a member of this Houſe, and likewiſe a breach of 


privilege : And whereas Fohn Nicholſon has declared, by letter, that he did 
not intend any reflection on this Houſe : Therefore 

Rejatvea, That Jobn Nicholſon be e withqut further proceed- 
1 
"Os on the queſtion, — Vill the Houſe agree to the ee for the 
e aforeſaid pur poſe? — the Yeas and may YU called by Mr. Ludwig and 
Mr. . were as Os VIZ 


TEMA 8. 

1 Elias Boys, 

2 Valentine Upp, 

3 James Cunningham, 
4 Thomas Clingan, 17 Alexander Wright, 

5 Thomas Kennedy, 18 Thomas Ryerſon, , — 
6 David Mitchell, | 19 James Marſhall, 

7 Jonatban Hoge, 20 Fohn Gilchreeft, 

8 John Ludwig, 21 James Finley, 

9 Nicholas Lutz, 22 James Fobnſon, 


Y Ns 
14 Jobn Baird, 
15 Tames Barr, 


16 James Alliſon, 


10 Daniel Leinbach, 23 Jobn Rhea, 
224 Jacob Miley, 

25 James M*Creight, 

26 John Nevl. 


EO | —” NAY 


11 fohn Moore, 
12 Herman Huſband, 
13 Samuel Maclay, 
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1 Lawrence Sickle, 18 Jobn 3 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, I 19 Jacob Schmyfer, 
3 William Lewis, 220 Fobn Stewart, 
4 Willam Raule, ; 4 1 Thomas Lilley, 
5 Francis Gurney, 22 William Godfrey, 
.6 Samuel Aſhmead, 23 Peter Eater, 
7 Thomas Paul, | 24 Fohn White, 
| .8 Thomas Britton, 25 Facob Reiff, 
| | 9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 26 Fonathan Roberts, 
10 Fohn Chapman. 27 Benjamin Markley, 
| | 11 James Bryan, „ „L | 
12 Richard Thomas, 229 Jobs Carſon, 
| 13 Richard Downing, jun. 30 Obadiab Gore, 
| 14 Fohn M<Dowell, 31 David Stewart, | 
Z 15 James Clemſon, - 4 32 Hugh Lloyd. 4 
| 16 Henry r N be .33, Near . | 
| 17 Jacob Erb, „ 
Volt it was carried i in the negative; and the original reſolution recurring, , 
A motion was made by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkoop, | fi 
| To poſtpone the conſideration thereof, in order to introduce the lber . 
ing. to precede the fame, vis. tl 
|  - Reſolved, That ohn Nicholſon, Eſquire, is le of a breach of the | 
| privileges of this Houſe, and of a contempt 0 the Legiſlature of Penn be 


ſania. 
N On the queſtion mil the Houſe agree t te the te ann. for the afore- 
* 3 purpoſe 7” — 
| It was carried in the affirmative. 
| And the reſolution moved by Mr. Lewis, ſeconded by Mr. Wynkoop, be- 
ing under conſideration. 
On the queſtion,.—. Will the Houſe adopt the fame 2”—the Yeas and Nays 
being called by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Lewis, were as follow, VIZ 


. 1 8. 
r Lawrence Sickle, 17 Jacob Erb, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, -- 18 Jobn Miller, 
3 Villiam Lewis, 1959 Jacob Schmyſer, 
4 Wilham Raule, 20 Thomas Lilley, 
5 Francis Gurney, 21 William Godfrey. 
6 Samuel Aſbmead, 22 Peter Ealer, 
7 Thomas Paul. 23 Jacob Reiß, 
8 Thomas Britton, z 24 Jonathan Roberts, 
9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 25 Benjamin Markley, 
10 John Chapman, 26 James Vaux, 
11 James Bryan, 27 John Carſon, 
12 Richard Thomas, 28 Obadiab Gore, 
13 Richard Downing, jun, 29 David Stewart, 
14 Jobn M*<Dowell, 30 Hugh Lloyd, 
15 James Clemſon, 31 Richard = 


16 Henry Dering, N AY -S 


N AT 
1 Elias Boys, | 
2 Valentine Upp,, + 
3 James 8 
- Thomas Clingan, 
5 Thomas Kennedy, 
6 David Mitchell, 
7 Jonatban Hoge, 
8 John Ludwig, 
9 Nicholas Lutz, 
10 Daniel Leinbach, 
II Jebn Moore, 
12 Herman Huſband, 
13 Samuel Maclay, 
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NAT % 
14 John Baird. 
15 James Barr, 
16 James Alliſan, 
17 Alexander. Wright, 
18 Thomas Ryerſon, 
19 James Marſhall, 
20 John Gilchreeſt, 
21 James Finley, 
22 James Fobnſon, 
23 Tobn Rhea, 
24 Jacob Miley, 
25 James M*Creight, 
26. Fohn Nevuil. 


So it was carried in the affirmative; and the original reſolution again 1 re- 


curring, V1Z. 


Reſolved, That Job Nichol Ion, Eſquire, ſtanding at che bar of this Houſe, 
be reprimanded by the Speaker for his conduct, in imputing to a member 
of the Houſe, acting in the diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, motives 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from perſonal enmity ; and, in confideration that the ſaid 
John Nicholſon hath ſince declared that he intended no direſpect thereby to 
the Houſe, that he be diſcharged without further proceedings. 

On the queſtion,.— Will tbe Houſe adopt the ſame ?" — the Yeas and Nays 
being called by Mr. Rhea and Mr. Lewis, were as follow, via. 


Y.% 4 4. 
1 Ta Sickle, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 
3 Willam Lewis, | 
4 William Raule, 
5 Francis Gur Ae, 
6 Samuel Aſhmead, 
7 Thomas Paul, | 
8 Thomas Britton, 
9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
10 John Chapman, 
11 James Bryan, 
12 Richard Thomas, 
1 15 Richard Downing, jun. 
4 Jobn McDowell, 
: Fames Clemſon, 
16 Henry Dering, 
NA. TY - % 
x Elias Boys, 
2 Valentine Upp, 
3 James Cunningham, 
4 Thomas Clingan, 
5 Thomas Kennedy, 
6 David Mitchell, 
5 Fonathan Hoge, 


Y. EA 
17 Jacob Erb, 
18 Jobn Miller 8 
19 Jacob Schmyſer, 


20 Thomas Lilley, 5 4 


21 William Godfrey, 
22 Peter Eater, 

23 Jacob Reiff, 

24 Fonathan Roberts, 
25 Benjamin Markley, 
26 James Vaux, 

27 Fobn Carſon, 

28 Obadiab Gore, 

29 David Stewart, 


40 Hugh Lloyd, 


31 Richard — 


N A Y 8. 
8 John Ludwig, 
g9 Nicholas Lutz, 
10 Daniel Leinbach, 
11 Jobn Moore, 


12 Herman Huſband, 


13 Samuel Maclay, 
14 John Baird, 
0 NAT S. 


and obn * of the borough of Lancaſter, ſuryeyors, be, and the) 
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N AY s. = . . 
15 James Barr, © 21 James Finley, © 
16 James Alliſon, 22 James Fobnſon, 
17 Alexander Wright, 23 YJobn Rhea, 
18 Thomas Ryerſon, 24 Jacob Miley, = 
19 James Marſhall, 2235 James M. Creigbt, 
20 John Gilcbreeft, TFC 


80 it Was carried i in the affirmative. 


The Speaker then, purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions, reprimanded the ſaid 
Jobn Nichol/on, ſtanding at the bar of the Houſe, 

After which he was informed, thas he was diſcharged ont further 
proceedings. . 

Adjourned until ten o clock to-morrow, A. M. 5 | 


* Weduſtday, March 31, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

The committee appointed March 24th, on the petition ar the Truſtees, 
Elders and Deacons of the Reformed German Congregation in the borough 
of Reading, in the county of Berki, made. epa which was Sad, as fol- 
lows, vs. 

The committee, to whom was refered the petition of the Truſtees, El- 
ders and Deacons of the Reformed German Congregation in the borough of 
Reading, in the county of Berks, and other members of the ſaid congrega- 
tion, praying to be allowed by law to raiſe a ſum of money by lottery, for 


the purpoſe of paying their debts contracted by ores, yours Een ſchool- 


houſe and parſonage-houſe; report 

That in the opinion of the committee it will be proper to aobit the pray- 
er of the petitioners: They therefore ſubmit the following reſolution, vis. 

Reſolved, That the "Truſtees; Elders and Deacons of the Reformed Ger- 
man Congregation in the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks, be 
permitted to bring in a bill to empower them to raiſe a ſum of money by 
way of lottery, for the purpoſe of paying their debts contracted by building 
their church, .ſchool-houſe and parſonage-houſe. 8 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Houſe SIN the SG deratior of 
the bill, entituled ** An AF# to reform the penal laws of this tate; and hav- 
ing fully conſidered the ſame by paragraphs, 


Ordered, That it be engrofſed, for the purpoſe of N enacted into a 


law. 
The bill, entituls & An Ae for appointing two Anina! Truſtees for the 


% county of Huntingdon, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by pa- 
ragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for A third reading, and forthwith pub- 


liſhed for conſideration. 
A motion was made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Nevil, in the fol- 


lowing words, vis. 


Reſolved, That Moſes M*Clean and William Kerſey, of the county of 7 ork, 


ale 


2 5 +» kpy _ - 2 1 


13 


are hereby appointed to ſurvey and mark the propoſed diviſion line in York 
county, and make report to this Aſſembly of the ſame, by courſes and di- 
ſtances, at their next ſeſſion ; beginning on the Cumberland line, where the 
road leading from Carliſie acroſs Dill's Gap interſects the ſaid line; thence 
a ſtreight courſe to the Conewago Creek, oppoſite the mouth of Abbot's Run; 
thence along ſaid run, ſo long as it continues the diviſion line between Pa- 
radiſe and Berwick townſhips ; thence along the Berwicł line, until it ſtrikes 
the line of Heidleberg townſhip ; thence a ſtreight line, ſo as to exclude 
Hanover-town, to the Maryland line; or ſuch other line or lines as they 
may be called upon to run, by thoſe who are included within the propoſed 
new diviſion of ſaid county; who ſhall for their ſervices, whilſt engaged in 
performing ſaid buſineſs, be paid the ſum of | per day 
by the inhabitants of the ſaid propoſed diſtrict. | 
Ordered to lie on the table. | N | 
A motion was then made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Rhea, in the 
following words, viz. . 5 
Reſolved, That James Cunningham, of the borough of Lancaſter, Fona- 
than Hoge, of the county of Cumberland, and Fames Fobnſon, of the county 
of Franklim, Eſquires, be, and they are hereby appointed to view and ex- 
amine the ſituation of the ſeveral places propoſed for the ſeat of juſtice in 
the weſtern part of York county, intended to be erected into a ſeparate 
county, and make report of ſuch place as they may judge moſt ſuitable and 
proper for the ſame to this Aſſembly, at their next ſeſſion ; for which ſervice 
they ſhall be paid the ſum of | per day, whilſt en- 
gaged in performing ſaid ſervice, by the inhabitants who ſhall be included 
within ſaid diſtri. | : | | 
Ordered to lie on the table. . 


Adjourned until half paſt three o'clock, P. M. 


Zodem Die. P. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. : 

The committee appointed March 29th, on the petition of a number of 
the inhabitants of Dauphin county, made report, which was read, as fol- 
lows, viz. BR | | 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition-of a number of the 
inhabitants of the county of Dauphin, praying that means may be provided 
for repairing the road between Colonel Grubb's old furnace and forge, beg 
leave to report = | | | 
That as a general plan for improving the roads and internal navigation 
within this ſtate has been for ſome time in contemplation, and proper 
meaſures for obtaining the neceſſary information relating thereto are now 
taking by direction of the Legiſlature, it will be expedient to poſtpone the 
conſideration of any particular improvement, until they ſhall be found to be 
proper parts of the general ſyſtem: The committee therefore ſubmit the 
following reſolution, viz. | | 

Reſolved, That the petitioners for repairing the road betwixt Colonel 

Grubb's old furnace and forge have leave to withdraw their petition, 
Ordered to lie on the table, 55 

5 „ N The 


8 _ 


. 1 


The bill, entituled - An Act to enforce the due colleffian of the revenues 
4 of this Plate, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” was read the third 


time, and conſidered by paragraphs. + 
On the queſtion, —** Shall the ſame be engrofſed, for the purpoſe of being 
« enacted into a law?” the Yeas and Nays ig. NONE: 7 wy Kennedy and 
Mr. Marſhall, were as follow, viz. | 


Y E A 8. I E A 8. 
I Facob Hiltzheimer, 21 FJobn Stewart, 
2 William Rawle, 22 Thomas Lilley, 
3 Francis Gurney, 23 Wilham Godfrey, 
4 Samuel Aſhmead, 24 Nicholas Lutz, 
5 Thomas Paul, 25 Daniel Leinbach, 
6 Thomas Britton, 26 Conrad Ihrie, jun. 


7 Elias Boys, | 27 John White, 

8 Gerardus Wynkoop, 28 Thomas Ryerſon, 
9 Valentine Upp, . 229 Jacob Reiß, 

10 John Chapman, 30 Jonathan Roberts, 


11 James Bryan. 
12 Richard Thomas, 


13 Richard Downing, jun. 


14 John M Dowell, 
15 James Clemſon, © 


31 Benjamin Marley,, 


32 James Vaux, 


33 Jacob Miley, 


= 34 John Carſon, 


5 James M Creight, 


2 38 Obadiah Gore, 

7 David Stewart, 
38 Hugh Lloyd. 
39 Richard Riley. © 


16 Hen Derm, 
I 7 Jacob Erb, 

18 Jobn Miller, 

19 Thomas Clingan, 
20 Jacob Schmyſer, 


NA FX -$: 
I Thomas Kennedy, 
2 David Mitchell, 
3 Jonathan Hoge, 


F 
9 Alexander Wribt, 
10 James Marſball, 

I John Gilchreęſt. 


4 Jobn Ludwig, _ q 2 James Finley, 

; John Moore, 13 James John ſon, 
| Samuel Maclay, © 14 Fobn Rhea, 
45 77 hn Baird, 15 John Nevil. 
James Alliſon, © e | 


80 it was determined in the affirmative. 


A letter from Timothy Pickering, Eſq; was e to ths = BON and read, 
remonſtrating againſt the bill, entituled : An Act to repeal an act, entituled 
« An Act for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connec- 
« ticut Claimants, the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, 
« and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” and requeſting the ſaid bill 
may lie over until the next ſeſſion, for further confideration. 

Ordered to lie on the table. | 

The report on that part of the meſſage of Council, 8 ede the na- 
vigation of the rivers Delaware, Schuylkill and Suſquehanna, read March 27th, 
was read the ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, VIS. 1 

c 


„ _ 


> hy — — & 22 ©.  £A 
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L as Þþ 
The committee, to whom was referred that part of the meſſage of the 
| Preſident and Supreme Executive Council, which relates to the reports of the 
Commiſſioners appointed to view the Delaware, the Scbuylkill and the Suſque- 
hanna, in purſuance of the act of Aſſembly enacted the twenty- eighth day of 
September, 1789, beg leave to report, 25 


That the ſurveys directed appear to have been made with great care, ac- 


curacy and judgment, and upon the whole to warrant the inference that the 
waters of thoſe rivers may, in general, be rendered navigable, with as little 
difficulty and expence as thoſe of any rivers in the United States: But it 
appears to the committee to be expedient, previous to proceeding in the ex- 
ecution of any part of the great deſign propoſed by the Legiſlature, that pro- 
per meaſures ſhould be taken to aſcertain the moſt practicable communication 
between the eaſtern and weſtern limits of the ſtate. The Commiſſioners ap- 


pointed were, from the directions of the law, confined to the inveſtigation of 


the navigable waters of the Delaware, the Schuylkill, and the Suſquehauna, 
and the ſtreams which communicated with them. | 


The reſolution which the committee will propoſe is calculated to obtain 


a clear and fatisfactory knowledge of thoſe internal parts of the ſtate, hi- 
therto unexplored for theſe purpoſes; to aſcertain the moſt convenient and 
| practicable place for connecting the waters of the rivers already mentioned 
with the A/tegheny, Lake Ontario and Lake Erie; and, in caſes where por- 
tage by land will be neceſſary, to examine the face of the country, and 
report the moſt ſuitable places for landings and roads, g 


Ths ſtate of Peunſylvania appears to the committee not only to be cal- 


culated, from its natural advantages, for thoſe improvements which will 
facilitate its internal commerce, and promote the wealth and population of 
its territory, but to be the probable grand channel of future communica- 
tion between the eaſter and weſtern extremities of the United States: And 
hence it is conceived, that to neglect the acquiſition of proper materials for 
the formation of a general plan, upon the moſt liberal principles within the 
abilities of the commonwealth, would be inconſiſtent both with our intereſt 
ang our ein 5) 65 B05 Tr NO oY | | 

The following reſolution is therefore ſubmitted, vi. 

Reſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they 
are hereby authoriſed and requeſted to appoint three ſuitable and ſkilful per- 
ſons Commiſſioners, who ſhall proceed, as ſoon as may be, to the head of 
the Quitapabilla, and from thence ſhall proceed to the Swatara, and down 
the Swatara to the Suſquehanna ; then, paſſing over that part of the Suſque- 
hanna which has been already examined by the Commiſſioners herein be- 
fore mentioned, they ſhall aſcend to the mouth of the Juniata, where they 
ſhall re-commence the examination propoſed, and proceed up the Su/que- 
hanna to Sunbury, and thence up the welt branch to Cinnamaboning, and 
up the ſame to the Canoe Place (ſo called) or ſuch place on the main 
branch or the weſt branch of Cinnamaboning, as will connect moſt eafily 
with any practicable branch of the Allegbeny, the Conſua, Toby's creek, or 
any other which may diſcharge itſelf into the Allegheny neareſt to the mouth 
of French creek ; and thence examine French creek up to Le Beuff, and the 
portage to Preſque Je; that they alſo examine and explore any nearer and 
more convenient communication which may be effected by land or water 
with Lake Erie; that ſuch Commiſſioners thence return down the Allegbeny, 
and examine the fame from the mouth of French creek to the Kiſtemene- 
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tas, and up the Kiſtemenetas to the Conemaugh, and up the Conemaugh to 
its forks with Stony-creeb, and from the ſame, by the neareft branches 
which can be improved by canal or lock navigation, to the ſhorteſt port. 
age which may be found to the Frank's-town branch of Funiata, at or near 
the mouth of Poplar run, where Patrick Caſſady now lives, and down the 
Frank's-town branch of Funiata to the head of Water-ſtreet, where the Com- 


miſſioners of laſt year concluded the report of their work. 
That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be alſo authoriſed and 


' requeſted to appoint three other ſuitable and ſkilful men to explore the coun- 


try, and aſcertain the beſt road and ſhorteſt diſtance from the Delaware, near 
the forks of the Mohawk and Popaughton branches, to the great bend on the 
Suſquehanna, and thence proceed down the Su/quehanna to the mouth of Tioga, 
and from thence to the junction of the eaſt and weſt branches of Su/que- 
hanna ; that on their return from thence, the ſaid commiſſioners be direct- 
ed to explore the Lehigh, from its head to the Turn-bole; and allo to ex- 
amine and explore the Tobebanna and the Schuylkill, from Hamburgh, where 
the commiſſioners before mentioned concluded their work, to the mouth of 
Tamaguay, or little Schuylkill, as far as good raft navigation may be ſuppoſed 
to extend. we 15 
That for the purpoſe of defraying the expences of ſuch examinations and 
ſurveys, the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they are here- 
by authoriſed to draw orders on the Treaſurer of the ſtate, not exceeding 
the ſum of / hundred pounds, to be charged to the fund, in and by the act 
of Aſſembly before mentioned appropriated for claims and improvements. 

The bill, entituled An A# to repeal an at, entituled An Act for aſ- 
«« certaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claimants, 
& the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other 
«« purpoſes therein mentioned, was read the third time. | 

A motion was made by Mr. Gurney, ſeconded by Mr. Carſon, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid bill until the next ſeſſion. 

On the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the poſtponement ?"'—the Yeas 
and Nays being called by Mr. Raule and Mr. Kennedy, were as follow, vis. 


TE AS. Y KA . 
I Jacob Hiltzheimer, . 14 Thomas Lilley, 
2 William Raule, 15 William Godfrey, 


» 


Francis Gurney, 
4 Samuel Aſhmead, 
5 Thomas Paul, 
6 Thomas Britton, 
7 Gerardus Wynkoop, 
8 John Chapman, 
ames Bryan, 
Io Richard Thomas, 
11 Richard Downing, jup. 
12 John Miller, 
13 Jacob Schmyſer, 


N A VIS. 
1 Elias Boys, 
2 Valentine Upp, © 


16 Jonatban Hoge, 
17 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 


18 Herman Huſband, 


19 James Finley, 
20 Jonathan Roberts, 
21 Fohn Carſon, 


22 James M*Creight, 
23 Obadiab Gore, 


24 John Nevil, 


25 Hugh Lloyd, 


26 Richard Riley. 
N AV S. 


. ; John M<Dowell, 


| E. Clem , | 
3 NAYS. 


l. „ 
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5 James Cunningham, 17 Jobn Baird, 
2 Facob Erb, | 48 James Barr, 
7 Thomas Clingan, | 19 James Alliſon, 
1 Fohn Steuart, | 20 Alexander M. right, 
9 Thomas Kennedy, 74 21 Thomas Ryerſon,  _ : 
I : David Mitchell, 22 Fobn Gillbreef, 3 
11 Jobn Ludwig, 23 James Jobnſon, 
12 Nicholas Lutæ, 24 Fohn Rhea, 
13 Daniel Leinbach, | 25 Jacob Reiff, 
14 John Moore, | 26 Fames Vaux, 
15 Samuel Maclay, 27 Jacob Miley, 
16 Jobn White, 8 28 David Stewart. 


So it was determined in the negative: ( 


And the following paragraph being . donde bag VIZ. 


Be it therefore enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives 
of the freemen of the commonwealth of Penn ſylvania, in General Aſſem- 
bly met, and by the authority of the ſame, That the act, entituled An 


« Ac for aſcertaining and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecticut 
« Claimants, he lands by tbem claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for 


© other purpoſes therein mentioned, be, and the ſame is hereby repealed, and 


all proceedings had under the ſaid act are hereby rendered void, and de- 


clared to be null and of no effect; and all titles and claims which might be 


ſuppoſed to be affected by ſaid act are hereby re- veſted in the former owners, 


in as full and ample a manner as if the ſaid act had never been enacted, any 


thing in the ſame to the,contrary notwithſtanding, 


On the queſtion, —* Vill the Houſe agree to the ſame?” the Yeas and 


Nays "os called by Mr. Rawle and Mr. e e 1 as N vx. 


. . * E A S. 
1 Francis Gurney, 20 obn Ludwig, 
2 Thomas Paul, | 21 Nicholas Lutz, 
3 Thomas Britton, 22 Damel Leinbach, 
4 Elias Boys, 23 Conrad Thru, jun. 
5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 24 John Moore, . 
6 Fobn Chapman, 25 Samuel Mactay, 
7 Valentine Upp, 9 5 26 John White, 
8 James Bryan, | 27 Jobn Baird, 
9 FJobn M*<Dowell, 28 James Barr, 

10 James Clemſon, 29 James Alliſon, 
11 James C unning bam, . 30 Alexander Wright, 
12 Facob Erb, 3231 Thomas Ryerſon, 

13 Thomas Clingan, 32 Yohn Gilchreeſh, 

14 Jacob Schmyſer, _ 33 James Finley, 
15 Jobn Stewart, 34 James Jobnſon, 
16 William Godfrey, | 35 Jobn Rhea, 

17 Thomas Kennedy, 30 FJacobò Reiff, 
18 David Mitchell, 37 James Vaux, 


19 fonathan Hoge, | 38 Jacob Miky, 


3 R "YEA 
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Y-'E K . 5. 
39 Jobn Carſon. bi 42 Hugh Lloyd, 
40 James M*Creight, 43 Richard Riley, © 
21 David Stewart, 5 N 
. 5 S 
I Jacob Hiltæbeimer, | 7 Thomas Lilly, 
2 Milliam Raule, 8 Herman Huſband, 
4 Samuel Aſhmead, Pg I 9 Jonatban Roberts, 
4 Richard Thomas, © 10 Obadiab Gore, | 
5 Richard Downing, jun. II John Nev. 


EFW 
So it was determined in the affirmative. 


A motion was made by Mr. Raule, ſeconded by Mr. Gore, 

To add the following paragraph to the ſaid bill, vz. ; 

And whereas it has been repreſented to this Houſe that judgment has been 
, obtained, in ſundry actions of ejectment brought in the Court of Common 
Pleas for the county of Northumberland, for ſundry tracts of land now hy- 


Ing within the county of Luzerne, at the ſuit of perſons claiming under 


titles derived from the late Proprietaries of Pennsylvania, in which judg- 


ment by default has been recovered againſt perſons holding ſuch lands by 


virtue of rights or titles derived from or under the ſtate of Connecticut, 


and it is right and juſt that the defendants in ſuch actions ſhould not be 


diſpoſſeſſed without a trial by jury: Be it therefore enacted by the autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That no writ or writs of ire facias, or habere facias poſſeſ- 


fionem, ſhall iſſue from the {aid court to revive ſuch judgments, or to carry 


them into effect; but original writs in ejectment for recovery of any ſuch 
tracts of land within the ſaid county may be brought at the ſuit of ſuch 


Pennſylvania Claimants, or any of them. TE on on 
On the queſtion,.—“ Vill the Houſe agree to the ſame? —the Yeas and 


Nays being called by Mr. Rawle and Mr. Ryerſon, were as follow, viz, 


LE Av. > TT 
1 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 14 Herman Huſband, 
2 William Rawhk, _ 15 James Alliſon, 
3 Francis Gurney, 106 Alexander Wright, 
4 Samuel Aſhmead,* 17 Thomas Ryerſon, 
5 Elias Boys, 18 Jonatban Roberts, 
6 Gerardus Wynkoop, © 19 James Laux, 
7 Tohn Chapman, 20 Jacob Miley, 
8 James Bryan, | 21 FJobn Carſon, 
9 Richard Thomas, 222 James M*Creaght, 
10 Richard Downing, jun. 23 Obadiab Gore, 
11 Jacob Schmyſer, 2244 John Nevil, 
12 Thomas Lilley, 25 Hugh Lloyd, 
13 William Godfrey, 286 Richard Riley. 
Is. . . 
1 Thomas Paul, | 4 Fobn M. Dorpell, 
2 Thomas Britton, | 5 James Cunningham, | 5 
3 Valentine Upp, 6 Jacob Erb, N AVS. 
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NA: .Y: $, N A XS, 
- John Miller, 17 Jobn White, © 
8 Thomas Clingan, 18 Jobn Baird, 
9 Thomas. Kennedy, 19 James Barr, — 
lo David Mitchell, 20 Jobn Gilchreeſt, ö 
2 1 Fonathan Hoge, 21 James Finley, - 
2 Jobn Ludwig, ; l 2 James Fobnſon, 
1 13 Nicholas Lutæ, 23 FJobn Rhea, 
14 Daniel Beinbacb, 4 Jacob Reit, 
15 John Moore, 2 5 David Stewart. 


16 Samuel Maclay, 
So it was determined i in the affirmative. 


And the faid bill having been fully conſidered wy paragraphs, 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the Purpoſe of being enacted into a 


law. 
Adjourned 3 ten 0 clock to-morrow, A.M. 


 Tharſtay, 3 I, 1790. A. M. 

The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 

The committee appointed March 23d, on the petition of Daniel. Rees 
made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Daniel Rees, re- 
port | 

That they have conſidered the ſubject matter of ſaid petition with atten 
tion, and have heard the petitioner, and conſidered the evidence and docu- 
ments which the petitioner brought forward to ſubſtantiate his claim, and 
though the committee are rather inclined to believe the petitioner's claim to 
be a juſt one, yet there does not appear to be a ſufficient foundation for the 
Houſe to found any proceedings on: They therefore ſubmit a reſolution, viz, 

Reęſolved, That the petitioner. have leave to withdraw his petition. 


- Ordered. to lie on the table. 

The report of the committee on the petition of Blackall William Ball, read 
March zoth, was read the ſecond time. 

A motion was made by Mr. Vrigbt, ſeconded by Mr. Vaux, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid report, in order to introduce the 

following reſolution in lieu thereof, viz. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring i in a bill, to be enacted 
into a law, authoriſing the Comptroller-General to certify to the State Trea- 
ſurer the annval intereſt due on the certificates loſt or deſtroyed, which were 
the property of Blackall William Ball, and to authoriſe the State Treaſurer, 
after having aſcertained how much intereſt has been paid on ſaid certificates, 

to pay the arrearages and annual intereſt on ſaid certificates, as the ſame be- 
comes due, and that he ſhall receive ſuch acknowledgment for the payments 
ſo to be made, as will prevent the ſtate from being again liable therefor. 
On the queſtion,. “ Will the Houſe agree to the Po POW far te gfore- 
*«« ſaid purpoſe?” | 
It was. carried in the negative. And thereupon 


Reſetved, That Blackall William Ball have leave to withdraw his aeg, 
e 
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The report of the oqqurittee on the petition of Lewis Probl, read March 


zoth, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 

Reſolved, That Lewis Prakl have leave to aithdraw his petition. 

The report of the committee on the petition of a number of the inhabit. 
ants of Thornbury and Birmingham townſhips, in the county of Delaware, 
read March gth, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon £ 

Reſolved, That the petitioners from the townſhips of Thornbury and Bir- 


mingham, in the whore: of Delaware, have leave to withdraw their peti- 


tions. 
The report of the committee on the petition of the Hebrew Congregation 
of Philadelphia, read March zoth, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
Reſolved, That the members of the Hebrew Congregation have leave to 
preſent a bill for inſtituting and eſtabliſhing a lottery, for the purpoſe of re- 
png their houſe of public worſhip from the mortgage and incumbrance 
ereon. i 
The bill, entit uled . An AF for appointing. an additional Truſtee for the 
125 ny of Mifflin,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by ** 
raphs. 
i Ordered, That it be whnſcaibel for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. 
The bill, entituled An A# to ſi. ifpend, for a limited time, the operation 
« of an act, entituled An Act for the inſpection of ſhingles, and for other 


c purpoſes therein mentioned,” F was read the ſecond. time, and cortidered by 
paragraphs. | 


85 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith * 


ed for conſideration. | 
The bill, entituled <* An 4 2 e iſe and dire the 1 of the lands 
therein mentioned, and for other Pye” was read the feeond time, and 
conſidered by paragrap! hs. 1 


Ordered; That it be tranſeribed for a third reading, arid forthwith oub- 
liſhed for confideration- 


The bill, entituled . L Supplement ts the ſeveral as of Aſſembly of this 
e flate relative to the inſpection of ftaves, heading and lumber, "was read the 
ſecond time, and confidered' by paragraphs. 


Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 


liſhed for confideration. 


The bill, entituled An A# for appointing two adiivivrial Truſtees for the 
te county of Huntingdon,” was read the third time, and oonſidered by * 
ragraphs. 


Ordered, That it be en grofled, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 


law. © 
The pill, ehticeted ce 4 Supplement 75 an act, envirattl ec An Act to eſta- 
cc hliſh a board of appeal within the ſeveral counties of this ſtate, and to 


4% grant exonerations in caſes: of militia N was read the third time, and 


conſidered by paragraphs. | 

Orgderea, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 

law. 
The bill, aniuted,: « An AS: 10 epa, an 407, entituled An Act for aſ- 

«© certaining and confirming to certain perſons; called Connecticut Claimants, 


the lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne; and for other 


4 purpoſes therein mentioned,” Ivy! been brought i in- ts rd was com- 
pre at the table. — 5 And 


L 52 ] | 
And on the queſtion,—** Shall the ſame be enacted into a law?” the Yeas 
and Nays were called by Mr. Lewis and Mr. Rawle," and were as follow, 


VIS, 
WT 2 XY B AJ 
1 Francis Gurney, 22 Samuel Maclay, 
2 Thomas Paul, | 23 Jobn White, 
3 Thomas Britton, 224 John Baird, 

4 Elias Boys, | | 25 Tames Barr, 

- 5 Gerardus Wynkoop, 26 Jumes Alliſon, 

'6 Valentine Upp, 5 27 Alexander Wright, 
7 John Chapman, 28 James Marſhall, " 
8 James Bryan, 29 Thomas Ryerſon, 

9 John M*Dowell, : 30 5 — Glchreeſt, 

10 James Clemſon, 31 James Finley, 

I 193 A 32 James Fobnſon, 
obn Miller, 33 Vobn Rhea, 

3 13 Jacob Schmyſer, 34 Jacob Reiff, 

14 Wilham Godfrey, 35 Benjamin Markley, 
15 Thomas Kennedy, | 36 James Vaux, 
16 David Mitchell, 3 Jacob Miley, 

17 Jonathan Hoge, 38 John Carſon, 

18 Fobn Ludwig, 39 James M*Creight, 
19 Nicholas Lutz, © 40 David Stewart, 

20 Daniel-Leinbach, 41 Hugh Lloyd, 

21 fohn.Moore, | 42 Richard Riley. 
NAY 8. N A N 

1 Lawrence Sickle, 8 Henry Dering, 

2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 9 Thomas Lilley, _ 

3 Wilam Lewis, 10 Herman Hujband, 
4 William Rawle, 11 Jonathan Roberts, 
5 Samuel Aſhmead, _ 12 Obadiab Gore, 
6 Richard Thomas, 13 John Nevil, 

7 Richard Downing, jun. 14 Jobn Harris. 


So it was determined in the affirmative, the bill enacted into a law, and 
the Speaker directed to ſign the fame. 


On motion, 
Ordered, That Mr. M*Dowell have leave of NY Oe during the remainder 


of the preſent ſeſſion. _ 
Adjourned until three o clock, P. M. 


Zodem Die. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
The committee appointed December 1ſt laſt, on the petition of a number 
of the inhabitants of the une of Waſhington, made report, which was 


read, as follows, v2. 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of a . of the 


inhabitants of Waſhington county, praying that Cbartier's creek, in the ſaid 
county, may by law be declared a public os be W 11 
| "pe 


38 


„ 


That having duly conſidered the prayer of the petitioners, we are of opi- 
nion that it would tend to the utility and advantage of thoſe people, ſhould 
: the prayer of their petition be granted: And therefore your committee beg 
leave to offer the following reſolution, viz. | 1 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to be enacted 
; into a law, declaring Chartier's creek, in Waſhington county, to be a public 
highway. 13 N 
DODrdered to lie on the table. 5 | 
+ The bill, entituled, An Ad to enforce the due collection f taxes afſeſſed 
- *© upon unſeated.and unimproved lands within this ſlate, and for other purpoſes 
 .4* therein mentioned,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by para- 
' graphs. 8 : CORE 
2 Gr cee, That it be tranſcribed. for a third reading, and forthwith pub. 
liſhed for conſideration. . | 8 ; 
The bill, entituled A Further Supplement to an att, entituled An At 
for the attainder of divers traitors, if they render not themſelves by a 
« certain. day, and for veſting their eſtates in the commonwealth, and for 
more effectually diſcovering the ſame, and for aſcertaining and ſatisfying 
« all lawful debts and claims thereon,” was read the ſecond time, and con- 
- ſidered by paragraphs. EE e 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. = ; Ls 
The bill, entituled An A# appropriating a ſum of money for building 
e and finiſhing à court-houſe and priſon for the county of Dauphin,” was read 
the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 25 ; 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 


ed for conſideration. _ 7 


The bill, entituled An A to enforce the due collection of the revenues of 
e thes fate, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned,” having been brought 
in engroſſed, was compared at the table, enacted into a law, and the Speak- 
er directed to ſign the ſame. _ e | 
On motion of Mr. Mac/ay, ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell, 
Reſolved, That this Houſe will on Tugſday next cloſe their preſent ſeſſion. 
Adjourned until three o'clock to-morrow, P. M. | 


Friday, April 2, 1790. P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
- Agreeably to leave given, a member preſented to the chair a bill, entituled, 

% An Af for raiſing, by way of lottery, the ſum of ſeven hundred and twenty- 
three pounds fifteen ſhillings, for defraying the expence of erecting an Aca- 
« demy and Parſonage-houſe in the borough of York,” which was read the firſt 

time, and | 5 | . 

Ordered to lie on the table. 

The motion made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Nevil, March 3ſt, 
was read the ſecond time. - _ Th 3 ; 
A motion was then made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 
To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid motion, in order to introduce 

the föllowing as a ſubſtitute, vis. . 2 

Whereas a bill publiſhed for conſideration, for the diviſion of the county 
of York, deſignates a line which appears to this Aſſembly to give my 
| eaſin 


41 as Þ 


eaſineſs to a number of the inhabitants near the ſame : And as this Aſſem- 
bly are ever willing and deſirous to obtain and have the fulleſt information on 

every ſubject, previous to a determination tereon: Therefore - | 

Re/olved, That the petitioners in favor of a diviſion of the county of York 
are hereby authoriſed to procure a ſurvey of the line deſignated in a bill, en- 
tituled An Ac for erecting part of the county of York into a ſeparate 
4 county,” or any other line or lines of diviſion which thoſe concerned may 
think proper, ſo that the ſame be done at the expence of the ſaid petition- 
ers; and that Moſes M Clean, ſurveyor, be, and he is hereby appointed for 
the aforeſaid purpeſe, and is requeſted to make report of the ſame, by 
courſes and diſtances, to this Aſſembly, at their next ſeſſion. BEE: 

On the queſtion,—* Will #he Houſe agree to the poſtponement 2” 

It was carried in the affirmative : Whereupon 
Oraered, That the motion made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Maclay, 
lie on the table. 1 Bu 

The bill, entituled “ An A& in favor of John Churchman,” was read 
the ſecond time, and confidered by paragraphs. — £ | 

Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 
* ed for conſideration. m2. N 0 

The report on the petition of the truſtees, elders and deacons of the Re- 
formed German (congregation in the borough of Reading, in the county of 

Berks, read March 33ſt, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon > 

Reſolved, That the truſtees, elders and deacons of the Reformed German 
congregation in the borough of Reading, in the county of Berks, be permit- 
ted to bring in · a bill to empower them to raiſe a ſum of money by way of 
lattery, for the purpoſe of paying their debts contracted by building their 
church, ſchool-houſe and parſonage-houſe. 1 

The bill, entituled An AG 70 incorporate tbe Proteſtant Epiſcopal Con- 

c gregation of St. James's Church, in the borough of Briſtol, and county of 
« Bucks,” was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

_ Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith pub- 
liſhed for conſideration. _ 

The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 
pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the Speaker directed to ſign the 
ſame, viz. 1 1 05 N | | 

An ACT for appointing two additional Truſtees for the county Hunting- 

don. OT, 33 hy 

A Further SUPPLEMENT to the ad, entituled An Act to incorporate 
the city of Philadelphia. | To 

An ACT to incorporate the Carpenters company of Philadelphia. 

An ACT for altering a certain clauſe in the charter of the corporation for 
the relief of the widows and children. of Clergymen of the Proteſtant Epiſcopal 
Church in the United States of America. 5 : | 

An ACT to make proviſion for repairs at Mud-Iſland. 
Adjourned until ten o'clock to-morrow, A. M. 


Saturday, April 3, 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. : OD 
The committee appointed February 15th, on the petition of the Truſtees 
of Dickinſon College, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 
8 | The 
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The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Truſtees of 
Dickinſon College, report—— W . 
That they conceive the preſervation of Dickinſon College to be of great 
importance to the ſtate of Pennſylvania. The advantages of its fituation, 
with the ſucceſs it has hitherto had, render it highly probable that it will 
hecome a central luminary of ſcience, extending its beneficial rays far into 
the wilderneſs on the weſt, and, connecting itſelf on the eaſt with the inſti- 
tutions of earlier date at Philadelphia, effect that general diffuſion of uſeful 
ſcience, which can alone inſtruct us to value, and enable us to encreaſe the 
ſingular bleſſings and advantages we poſſeſs. It is not eaſy, therefore, to 
define any purpoſes, to which the Legiſlature could more juſtifiably apply 
the funds within their power, than to relieve from its preſent temporary 
difficulties an inſtitution, which, with a ſmall afliftance, will reward us ſo 
amply at a future day, but which, if now neglected, muſt ſoon expire. 
Yet the committee is too ſenſible of the preſent ſtate of the treaſury, to 
propoſe what a greater degree of public opulence would admit, and have 
therefore confined themſelves to the following reſolution, viz. | 
_ Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to bring ina bill, to authoriſe and 
direct the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on 
the Treaſurer of the State for the ſum of one thouſand pounds, in favour of 
the Truſtees of Dickinſon College, in the borough of Carliſie, and county of 
Cumberland, to be repaid by the ſaid Truſtees at the expiration of ſeven years, 
without intereſt. . e e | 
. Ordered to lie on the table, © fon: 
The committee appointed February 27th, on the petition of the Truſtees 
of the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelplia, 
made report, which was read, as follows, vis. Be 
The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Truſtees of the 
College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelpbia, report— 
That in their opinion it would be adviſable to attempt the formation of 
a plan upon general and liberal principles, which would tend to promote the 
intereſts of literature, and prevent the ſeminaries already eſtabliſhed from 
going to decay; but as the approaching concluſion of the ſeſſion renders it 
impoſſible to procure the neceſſary materials for the purpoſe before the ad- 
journment, they propoſe a reſolution, calculated to enable the Houſe to take 
up the buſineſs immediately after the receſs.” They have included in the 
reſolution, as relating to the ſame ſubject, the appointment of a committee, 
in purſuance of the eighteenth ſection of the act, entituled An Add to con- 
iim the eftates and intereſts of the College, Academy and Charitable School,” 
conceiving that ſuch viſitations, when directed by law, ought regularly to 
be made, in order that the public, ſeeing the beneficial application of its 
bounties, may be encouraged to extend its beneficence to other objects of a 
like meritorious nature. | | 7 „ . 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to examine the books, accounts 
and economy of the Univerſity of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, and to report 
thereon to this Houſe at the next ſeſſion; and that the ſame committee be 
inſtructed to report ſuch plan for the advancement of knowledge and litera- 
ture, by means of the ſaid feminary, and of the College, Academy and Cha- 
ritable School of the city of Philadelphia, as ſhall appear moſt proper for the 
Legiſlature to adopt. 55 1 
Ordered to lie on the table. 


Agreeably 
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greeably to Ive oivies; a member preſented to AF a bill, entitüled 
* 8 AA for raiſing, by way of lottery, the fun of eight hundred pounds, for 
5 redeeming the houſe of public worſhip belonging to the Hebrew congregation | 
<< of the city of Philadelphia from tbe mori gage and incumbrance thereon,” 
which. was read the firſt time, and | 


Ordered to lie on the table. | : 

The bill, entituled An Adi to ſuſpend, for a limited time, te "24 
, an AZ, .entituled An Act for the inſpection of ſhingles, and for 
* other purpoſes therein mentioned, Was read the third time, and conſider- 
ed by paragraphs. 


law. 


tate en to the inſpection of flaves, Heading and lumber,” was read the 
thii rd time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe & being enacted into a 


Ane 


The bill, entitaled . An AF to authoriſe and direct the fate if the lands 


«© therein mentioned, and for other purpoſes,” was read the third time. 
And the firſt enacting clauſe being under conſideration, 
It was, on motion of Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, 
Ordered, That the further conſideration of the ſaid bill be poſtp oled. 5 
The dill, entituled “ An Ad for appointing an additional Ti lee for the 
Is 5 * teat,” was. read the third time, and conſidered by para- 
graf TY 
_ Ordered, That it be engroſſed, FE the purpoſe of - being enacted into 4 
law. 
The bill, entituled « An Act to enforce the due colleftion of Nate 522 
« upon unſeated and unimproved lands within this flute, and for other Purpoſes 
4. 5 mentioned,” was read the third time. | 
"= on the qo — Will the Houſe confider the ſame by parts 
466 gra 4 l : 
It was determined in the negative. _ 


. until ben o'clack on Nat next, A. . 


. April 52 1790. A. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


A letter from his Excellency the Preſident of the Supreme Executive 
Council was preſented to the chair. and read, as follows, viz. | 


In COUNCIL, Philadelphia, April WY 2790. 


N 


\OUNCI L | requeſt a conference this morning with a committee of 
6s PROT Aſcmbly, on that part of their meſlage to the Legiſla- 
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Ordered, That it be engrofied, for the purpoſe of being enacted into "A 
The bill, emtitaled - * Supplement to the "oral Ads of Aſſembly of this 
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Lure of: the twenty- alt day of dug, 1789, which relates to the * 
5 Poder N 9 
1 am, dir, . 
With great reſhe, | 
Your moſt obedient and moſt bumble was, f 
THOMAS MIPFLIN.. 


% 


— Henrable ! b Eſquire, 


Ty of the Cenerar * 


And on motion, and by ſpecial order, the fame was read the ſecond 
time. 5 


Or dered, That OMe Roi, Mr. Marſhall and Mr. ow be a committee, 


> to confer with Council on the ſubje& matter contained in the ſaid letter, 


and report thereon. 


The bill, entituled ** An A in "OY of Robert Thorn,” was read ro 


third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 

Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for whe: purpols. of being enacted into a 
law. 
The bill, ciiticuled % An Aci fr rat CIR by way of ottery, the ſum of 
« eight hundred pounds, for redeeming the houſe of public worſhip belonging to 
« the H ebrew congregation of the city of Philadelphia from the mortgage and 


cc incumbrance tber eon, was read the ſecond time, and conſidered by para- 


graphs. 


liſhed for conſideration, 
The following bills having been brought i in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 


pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the e directed to ſign the 


ſame, viz. 

An ACT for pointing an additional T ruftee for the county of Mifflin, 

An ACT 70 ſuſpend, for a limited time, the operation of an act, entituled 
«© An Act for the inſpection of Wiggle, and for other purpoſes therein 
<<. mentioned.” 

A SUPPLEMENT 70 the ere Act. of Aﬀembl of: this fate relative 
fo the mſpettion of ſlaves, heading and lumber. _ 
„A SUPPLEMENT 70 an act, entituled An Act to eftabliſh a board 
«« of appeal within the ſeveral counties of this ſtate, and to grant exonera- 
* tions in caſes of militia fines.” 

The bill, entituled . An A# 70 reform the penal "— of this Pate,” Having 
been brought in engroſſed, was compared at the table: Whereupon 

A motion was made by Mr. Rawle, ſeconded by Gurney, 


10 annex the ie paragraph, by way of rider, to the aid bill, 


vix. 
| And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That PE force and 
| operation of the act herein before mentioned, entituled An Add. for amend- 

„ing the penal laws of this fate,” ſhall, notwithſtanding the ſaid act is here- 
in repealed, remain valid and effectual as to all perſons convicted and ſen- 

tenced to confinement, ſervitude and hard labour, conformably to the true 

intent and 18 of the ſaid act, and el this act. 


8 That it be tranſcribed for a third n and forthwith pub- | 


f 4 „ „ R «a A&A 3 K mira 


A0 


© = 


lands anc 


Pg = „ + oy 


=_ „ 


c 5 


4, . 1 . : | . 
- * 
8 8 * 
„ ? * 4 5 
1 F ; 
* * A 
5 25 8 | | | | : 


And the 10 teh being preſented to the ait was read; md on 
motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond and third time, 
and adopted. 

Ordered, That it be engrofſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted with and 
as part of the ſaid bill. 

The report on the petition of the Truſtees of Dickinſon College, read 
April 3d, was read the ſecond time: Whereupon 
Reſo bed, That a committee be appointed to bring in a bill, to authoriſe and 


direct the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council to draw an order on 


the Treaſurer of the State for the ſum of one thouſand pounds, in favour of 
the Truſtees of Dickinſon College, in the borough of Car: iſle, and county of 


Cumberland, to be ns by the faid Truſtees at the expiration of ſeven years, 


without intereſt, 

"Ordered, That Mr. Ra Mr. Britton 100 Mr. Hoge be a committee, to 
being in a bill conformably to the foregoing reſolution. 

The report on the petition of the Truſtees of the College, Academy and 
Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, read ALE 3d, was read the 
ſecond time, and adopted, as follows, vis. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Truſtees of 
| the College, Academy and Charitable School of the city of Philadelphia, re- 
port | 

That in their opinion it would be adviſcable to attempt the formation of 
a plan upon general and liberal principles, which would tend to promote the 
intereſts of literature, and prevent the ſeminaries already eſtabliſhed from 
going to decay; but as the approaching concluſion of the ſeflion renders it 
impoſſible to procure the neceſſary materials for the purpoſe before the ad- 
journment, they propoſe a reſolution, calculated to enable the Houſe to take 

up the buſineſs immediately after the receſs. They have included in the 
reſolution, as relating to the ſame ſubject, the appointment of a committee, 


in purſuance of the eighteenth ſection of the act, entituled An Adi to con- 


« firm the eflates and intereſgs of the College, Academy and Charitabſe School 
« of the city of Philadelphia, and to amend and alter the charters thereof, con- 

e formably to the revolution and to the conſtitution and government of this com- 
* monwealth, and to erect the ſame into an Univerfity,” conceiving that ſuch 


vi/itations, when directed by law, ought regularly to be made, in order that 


the public, ſeeing the beneficial application of itsghounties, may be encou- 
raged to extend its beneficence to other objects of I like meritorious nature. 
| Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to examine the books, accounts 


and ceconomy of the Univerſity of the ſtate of Pennſylvania, and to report 
| thereon to this Houſe at the next ſeſſion; and that the ſame committee be 
inſtructed to report ſuch plan for the advancement of knowledge and litera- 


ture, by means of the ſaid ſeminary, and' of the College, Academy and Cha- 
ritable School of the city of Philadelphia, as ſhall IG moſt proper for the 
Legiſlature to adopt. 
Ordered, That the city members be a committee, for the * contained 
in the foregoing reſolation, 
The committee appointed this forenoon, to conſe "with the Supreme Ex- 
ecutive Council, made report, which was read, as follows, vis. 
The committee appointed to confer with Council "a ow they have 
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ſpectively belonging are ſituated, with complete liſts and deſcriptions * 


[T 
e have found it impracticable to-procure a ſuitable 


- Jotz without the limits of the city, for the neceſſary purpoſe of erecting a 
magazine for the reception and ſtorage of gun- powder, as directed by the 


reſolve of a late Houſe of Aſſembly on the 12th day of September, 1788. 
A proper ſituation has occurred, and it is probable may be purchaſed at a 


reaſonable price, on the banks of the Schuylkill, within the city bounds, but 


the powers of Council do not extend to it. N 
The neceſſity of a proviſion of the kind being admitted, the propriety of 


extending the powers contained in the ſaid reſolution is evident, and the fol- 


lowing reſolution is therefore ſubmitted, viz. . WE ; 
_ Reſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they 


are hereby authoriſed to contract for the purchaſe of a ſuitable lot of ground, 


for the purpoſe of erecting thereon a magazine for the ſtorage of gun- 
powder, and alſo to contract for erecting ſuch building, upon ſuch conſtruc- 
tions and of ſuch dimenſions, as will conduce to the ſecurity of the public in 
this inſtance; and that this Houſe will at their next ſeſſion by law make 


proviſion for the expences of ſuch purchaſe and building, 


Ordered to lie on the tabdde. | 
The Houſe reſumed the conſideration of the bill, entituled Au Ad for 
« the payment of tbe claim of Turnbull, Marmie and Company; and having 
Fully conſidered the fame by paragraphs, -— 5 
5 Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
+ Adjourned until three o'clock, P. M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 


r. Kennedy, in his place, read a bill, entituled . An A to ſuſpend the 
e ſales of lands therein mentioned for a time therein limited; and, vis 


* 


obtained leave, preſented the ſame to the chaitg when it was read the fir 
time; and on motion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond 
time, as follows, vix. | 9D | 5 


An ACT to ſuſpend the ſales of 1 mentioned for à time therein 
e E limited. 
HERE As complaints have been from time to time exhibited to this 
V Aſſembly, by the non-refident holders of lands in ſeveral counties of 
this ſtate, of the difficultics under which they labour, from the mode of 
taxation which has been purſued with reſpect to their lands, and this Aſ- 
ſembly are convinced that fome means ſhould be fallen upon to relieve them 
from fome of the evils complained of, but a plan fully adequate-cannot now 
be digeſted, fo as to do juſtice as well to the ftate as the individual! 
Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the 
freemen of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly met, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That all fales for taxes on lands belonging 
to non-reſident land=holders within this ſtate be, and the ſame are hereby 
ſuſpended until the nin. gets and the ſaid 
non- reſident holders of lands are hereby enjoined and required to furniſh the 


commiſſioners of the ſeveral counties, within which the lands to _— 
| their 


ands, 


* bp 4 

Y 4 * * 
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lands, ſpecifying the tie and ſituation; to > this end that a full know- 
ledge of their property may be had, and they being held reſponſible for the. 
accuracy of their information, all complaints on this head nay; on their 
part ceaſe. 

And whereas it is the Abende alan of this Aſſembly to take, at their next 
ſeſñon, juſt and effectual meaſures for collecting the ſaid taxes, and delays 
of payment, when the taxes are found to be properly aſſeſſed, will not con- 
duce either to the intereſt of the ſtate, or of thoſe who owe them, as they 
will thereby put it out of the power of this Aſſembly, conſiſtent with their 


duty to other citizens, to indulge any perſons improperly PONY: pays 


ment: K-14 
Be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That the Treaſurer of chis ſtate, 


or the Treaſurer of any county in which unſeated lands lie, may receive, on 


account, any ſum or ſums due for taxes laid on unſeated lands, provided the 
ſame ſhall not be leſs than one third part of the tax due by any non-reſident 
land holder, and give receipts therefor, to be allowed bn the final adjuſtment 
of the accounts of the perſon paying the ſame. 

And in conſidering the firſt enacting clauſe, 

It was moved by Mr. Vauæ, ſeconded by Mr. Rawle, 


To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid paragraph, in order to introduce- 


the following as a ſubſtitute, vis. 

Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the Free- 
men of the Commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly met, 
and by the authority of the ſame, That previous to any ſale to be held by 
the Commiſſioners of the ſeveral counties of this commonwealth, of any 
of the lands within the meaning and intention of the ſaid recited act, for 
any taxes or arrears of taxes due to this commonwealth, the Commiſſioners 
of the reſpective counties in which ſuch lands lie ſhall cauſe the ſaid lands, 
and the taxes due thereon, and the owners names thereof, to be publicly 
advertiſed in their reſpective counties, and in one or more of the public 
papers of the city of Philadelphia, for at leaſt ' weeks ſucceflively ; 
and in default of the owners thereof, or ſome perſons for them, diſcharging 


the ſaid taxes, the ſaid Commiſlioners ſhall cauſe the ſaid lands, the taxes 


on which ſhall not be ſo diſcharged, to be ſet = to public fale, agreeable to 
the laws now in force in this commonwealth. 


And on the queſtion, —** Will the Houſe agree to the Poltponement, for the. 


„ aforeſaid purpoſe ** 

Tt was determined. in the affirmative, and the ſaid propoſed paragraph 
adopted. 

And't the ſecond enacting clauſe being under confleralions f 

A motion was made by Mr. Yaux, ſeconded by Mr. Raule, 

To poſtpone the conſideration of the ſaid clauſe, in order to introduce 
the following i in lieu thereof, viz. 
Be it enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if no perſon ſhall bid the 
ſum due on each tract, then, and in that caſe, the ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall 
cauſe the ſame to be bid in for the uſe of this commonwealth, and make 
return thereof to the Treaſurer of the commonwealth, due and legal i notice 
being firſt given of the time and place of ſuch ſale. 


And on the queſtion,.—.“ Will the Houſe IF to the poſtponement, for the 


« aforeſaid purpoſe ?” .. | 
It was determined 1 in the athrmative, and the ſaid propoſed paragraph —_— ö 
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Are hereby authoriſed to contract for the purchaſe of a ſuitable lot'of * 


£ 260 4 


And the preamble to the faid bill hi under conſideration, 
It was moved by Mr. Vaux, ſeconded by Mr. Paul, 


- To poſtpone the ſame, in order to introduce the following 1 in lieu thereof, 


b, 
„ Whereas an act of Aſſembly of this „ entituled . An 416 
irther to continue an AZ, entituled An Act to ſuſpend the ſale of 


©, 08 1 for non- payment of taxes, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
d tioned,” has expired by its own limitation: And whereas many inco 


niencies may ariſe to the owners of unſettled lands in this commonwealth. 


if the ſaid lands ſhall be ſet up and ſold for the taxes due thereon, witho 


ſome further notice to the ſaid owners: To prevent the ſaid inconveniencies, 


and that all ſuch owners may have * time and notice of the taxes 


in arrear upon their ſaid lands: 

On the-queſtion,—** Will the Houſe . to the polponement, for #be afore- 
«« ſaid purpoſe 7” 

Tt was carried in the affirmative, and the ſaid propoſed preamble adopted, 

And the title of the ſaid bill being then under conſideration, 

A motion was made by Mr. Yaux, ſeconded by Mr. Paul, 

To amend the ſame, ſo as to read as follows, viz. 

« An At > "Sj to the ſales of lands therein mentioned.” 

On the queſtion, —** Vill the Houſe agree to the e e for the afore- 


ud «« ſaid purpoſe ?” 


It was determined in the affirmative, and the propoſed title adopted. 
And the ſaid bill having been fully conſidered by paragraphs, 
Ordered, That it be tranſcribed for a third reading, and forthwith publiſh- 


ed for conſideration. 


The additional clauſe, 3 way of rider, to the bill, entituled An Aci 


4 to reform the penal Jews of” this late, having been brought in engrofled, 


was compared at the table, and the ſaid bill, together with the rider, enact- 
ed into a law, and the Speaker directed to ſign the ſame. | 
The following bills having been brought in engroſſed, were ſeverally com- 


pared at the table, enacted into laws, and the * directed to ſign the 
fſame, viz. 3 | 


An ACT in favour of Robert Thorn. 
An ACT for the payment of the claim of Turnbull, M armie and Com- 


*. 
rr until nine o clock to-morrow, A. M. 


 Turſtay, April 6, 1790. A M. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment. 
The bill, entituled An Act relating to the fales of lands therein men- 


5 | 


« tioned, was read the third time, and conſidered by paragraphs. 
Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of being enacted into a 
law. | 


The report of the committee appointed to ce with the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council, read yeſterday, was read the ſecond time ; and the reſolution 


therein contained being under conſideration, vis. 
Reſolved, That the Preſident and Supreme Executive Council be, and they 


for 


# 
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for the purpoſe of erecting thereon a magazine for the ſtorage of gun - powder, 
and alſo to contract for erecting ſuch building, upon ſuch conſtructions and 
of ſuch dimenſions, as will conduce to the ſecurity of the public in this in- 
ſtance; and that this Houſe will at their next ſeſſion by law make provifion 

for the expences of ſuch purchaſe and building. 5 
On the queſtion,.— Vill the Houſe agree to the ſaid ręſolutioan? the Yeas 
and Nays being called thereon by Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Mitebell, were as fol- 
low, vi. | a 

T E A 8. 
1 Lawrence Sickle, 
2 Jacob Hiltzbermer, 


Y: S8 © 
21 John Ludwig, 
22 Nicholas Lutz, 


3 William Raule, 


23 Daniel Leinbach, 


4. Francis Gurney, 24 Conrad Thrie, jun. 
5 Samuel Aſhmead, 25 Herman Huſband, 
6 Thomas Paul, 26 James Marſhall, 


27 Jacobò Reiff, 

28 Jonatban Roberts, 
29 Benjamin Marley, 
30 James Vaux, 


7 Thomas Britton, 
8 Elias Boy, 
9 Gerardus Wynkoop, 

10 Valentine Upp, 


11 Jobn Chapman, 


12 James Bryan, 

13 Richard Thomas, 
14 Henry Dering, 
15 Jobn Miller, 

16 Thomas Clingan, 
17 Jacob Schmyſer, - 
18 Thomas Lilley, _ 
19 William Godfrey, 
20 Jonathan Hoge, 


31 Jacob Miley, 
32 John Carſon, 
33 James M' Creigbi, 


34 Obadiab Gore, 


35 David Stewart, 
36 John Nevil, | 


37 Jobn Harris, 
38 Hugh Lloyd, 
39 Richard Riley. 


N ont: 
9 James Altifon, 
10 Alexander Wright, 
11 Thomas Ryerſon, 
12 John Gilchreeſt, 
13 James Finley, 
14 James Johnſon, 
N 


Is Fobn Rhea. 


N A N 
1 Richard Downing, jun. 
2 James Cunningham, 
3 John Stewart, 
4 Thomas Kennedy, 
5 David Mitchell, 
6 Jobn Moore, 
7 Jobn Baird, 


8 Tames Barr, | 
So it was carried in the affirmative. 


The bill, entituled An Ad for raifng, by way of lottery; the Jum of 
e eight hundred pounds, for redeeming the houſe of public _— belonging 
* to the Hebrew Congregation of the city of Philadelphia from the mortgage 
* and incumbrance thereon,” was read the third time, | 

And in conſidering the following paragraph, viz. THY 

Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the Repreſentatives of the 'free- 
men of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, in General Aſſembly met, and 
by the authority of the fame, That Manuel oſephſon, Solomon Lyon, William 
Wißtar, John Duffield, Samuel Hays and Solomon Etting be, and t 7 are here- 


by appointed Managers and Directors of the lottery hereby inſtituted and 
5 | directed 


* 
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directed to be drawn, for the preparing and diſpoſing of tickets, to overſee the 
drawing of the lots, and to order and perform all ſuch other matters and 
things as are herein after directed and appointed to be done and performed; 
and that the ſaid managers, or any four of them, ſhall meet together at ſome 
convenient place, to be by them appointed, for the execution of the powers 
and truſts repoſed in them by this act, and ſhall cauſe proper books to be pre- 


pared, in which esch leaf ſhall be divided into three columns, upon the 
innermoſt of which ſhall be printed two thouſand one hundred and ſixty 


-* 


tickets, numbered one, two, three, and ſo onwards, in arithmetical pro- 


greſſion, where the common exceſs is but one, until they riſe to the number 
two thouſand one hundred and ſixty; upon the outſide column there ſhall 


be printed the like number of tickets, of the ſame breadth and form, and 


numbered in like manner; and in the middle column ſhall be printed a third 
ſet of tickets, of the ſame number with thoſe of the'two other columns ; 
which tickets ſhall be joined with oblique lines or devices, in ſuch manner 
as the ſaid managers ſhall direct; and every of the laſt mentioned tickets 


ſhall have written or printed thereupon (beſides the number of ſuch ticket, 


and the year of our Lord) the following words, viz. 
* HEBREW CONGREGATION LOTTERY. | 


THIS Ticket entitles the Bearer to ſuch Prize as may be drawn againſt its 
number, if demanded within nine months after the drawing is finiſhed, ſubjef to 
a deduttion of twenty-five per cent. „ 

On the queſtion, —*< Vill the Houſe agree to the ſame? —the Yeas and 
Nays being called by Mr. Raule and Mr. Clingan, were as follow, vis. 


Z i 7 "Bp 2p T7. £© 8: $ 
1 Lawrence Sickle, : 18 Jonatban Hage, 
2 Jacob Hiltzheimer, 19 Jobn Ludwig, 
Francis Gurney, © 20 Nicholas Lutz, 
4 Samuel Aſbmead. 21 Daniel Leinbach, 
5 Thomas Britton, 22 Conrad Ibrie, jun. 
6 Elias Boys, TRE 23 Herman Huſband, . 
7 Valentine Upp, . 24 John White, 
8 Richard Thomas, _. 25 Thomas Ryerſon, 
9 Richard Downing, jun. 26 James Johnſon, 
10 Henry Dering, _ „ % % ‚— 
11 James Cunningbam, 28 Benjamin Markley, 
12 Jobn Miller, 29 Jacob Miley, 
13 Thomas Clingan, 30 John Carſon, 
14 Jacob Schmyſer, 31 Obadiah Gore, 
15 John Steuart. 32 David Stewart, 
16 Thomas Lilley, 33 John Nevil, 
17 Wilham Godfrey, 34 Richard Riley. 
TTV NAY 5. 
I William Rawls, 8 6 6 Thomas Kennedy, 
ms 0 7 David Mitchell, 85 
3 Gerardus Wynhoop, | 8 Jobn Baird, 
4 Jobn Chapman, NCR. cc —:-..c 
5 James Bryan, 10 James Alliſon,  _ NAYS 


4 


'T E's 1 


4, 6” e. N 
121 Alexander Wright, | 16 Fonathan Roberts, 
12 James Marſhall, 17 James Laux, | 
13 Jobn Gilchreeſl, 18 YFohn Harris, 

14 James Finley. wh 19 Hugh Lloyd. 


15 Jobn Rhea, 
So it was determined in the ae 
And the ſaid bill having been fully conſidered by paragraphs, 


Ordered, That it be engroſſed, for the purpoſe of Wu enacted into a 


law. 
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; and Cn mo- 


tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, 


as follows, vis. 
The committee of accounts report 
That there is due to Daniel Hens: for ſix ſetts of the Pennſylanis 
Mercury for one'year, - 16 10 o 
For publiſhing in the Pennſylvania Amy the bill, entituled 
% An Aci to vanes” 4 due _— of re revenues F the 


Hate, Rc. 3 — £1 15 0 


8 0 

Reęſolved, That the Speaker draw an order on the 1 22 EZ 4n * 
of Daniel Humphreys, for the ſum of * Sounds foe ſhillings, in full of 
his account. 

The committee of accounts made report, which was read.; and on mo- 
tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read tlie ſecond time, and adopted, 
as follows, viz. | 

The committee of accounts report- 

That they have examined the accounts of Peter Z. Llyd, Clerk of the 
General Allembly, of the conkingent expences of the Houſe, for the pay- 
ment whereof two orders, amounting to one hundred and ſeventy- Sve pounds, 
have been heretofore voted in his favour, and find that there remains, after 
the ſundry diſburſements for the purpoſe aforeſaid, the ſum of 2 pounds 

0 Poillings, in favour of the ſtate, in his. hands. 

Your committee alſo report 

That there is due to the ſaid Peter E. Lloyd, for 2 during the laſt 
receſs, after deducting the above balance of te Pounds two ſhillings, the 
ſum of nine pounds eighteen ſhillings. And as it is neceſſary that a fur- 
ther ſum of money ſhould be advanced for the payment of future contin- 

gent expences: Therefore 

Reſolved, That the Speaker draw orders on the gtate Treaſurer, / in 8 

of Peter Z. Lloyd, for the ſum of nine pounds eigbteen ſhillings, in full of 
his account, and for the ſum of one hundred pounds, to pay the contingent 
expences of the Houſe, to be accounted for by him to the General Aſ- 
ſembly. 

The committee of accounts made report, which was read; and on mo- 

tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, 
as follows, viz. 

The committee of accounts report 


That there appears due to Hall and Sellers, one hundred and twenty-one 


Sounds for printing the minutes of the firſt ſeſſion of the fourteenth General 
3 X | Aſſembly 
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Sau and » fourteen pounds for printing 100 copies of the Regiſter- 
: General's ſtatement of accounts in, ſpecie, and ſeven. pounds for printing 100 


copies of the ſtatement of continental. and ſtate mOnGy, amounting, in the 


whole, to one hundred and forty- tavo pounds. 

Reſolved, That the Speaker draw, an order on the State Treaſurer, in favour 
of Hall and Sellers, for one hundred and forty-two pounds, in full of their ac- 
count for printing the minutes of the laſt ſeſſion, and copies of the ſeveral 
ſtatements made by the Se aaa of the public accounts, as per their 
account rendered. 

The: motion made by Mr. Clingan, ſeconded by Mr. Wacky, read April 
2d, was read the ſecond time. 

And on the queſtion,—** Will the Houſe agree to the following re reſolution,” — 


- VIZ, 


York are hereby authoriſed to procure a ſurvey of the line deſignated in a 
bill, entituled An Act for erecting part of the county of York into a ſepa- 
rate county,” or any other line or lines of diviſion which thoſe concerned 
may think proper, ſo that the ſame be done at the expence of the ſaid peti- 
tioners ; and that Moſes M. Clean, ſurveyor, be, and he is hereby appointed 
for the aforeſaid purpoſe, and is requeſted to make report of the ſame, by 
courſes and diſtances, to this Aſſembly, at their next ſeſſion. 
It was carried in the negative. 
The committee of accounts made report, which was read ; ; and on mo- 
tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the ſecond time, and adopted, 
as follows, «viz. 
_ "The committee of accounts report 
That there is a conſiderable ſum of money due to Thomas Bradford for 
printing laws and bills, and for news-papers ; and as he requeſts that a part 
of his account may be now paid him, Therefore 
Reſebved, That the Speaker draw an order on the State ee in favour 
of Thomas Bradford, for the ſum of one hundred and twenty pounds, on account 
of printing for the General Aſſembly. 


The committee of accounts made report, which was red; and on mo- 


tion, and by ſpecial order, the ſame was read the 0 8 and adopted, 
as follows, viz. SON x 

The committee-of accounts report- =Y TY 

That a confiderable ſum of money is due to Michael Bilmeyer, 107 BF 
the minutes in the German language, but not AE poſſeſſed of his account, 
they offer the following reſolution, v2. 

'Refofved, That the Speaker draw an order on the Treaſurer of the ſtate, in 
favour of Michael Bilmeyer, for fifty Pounas, on account * 4 the mi- 
nutes in the German language. 


The following bills having been br in e were foverally 
compared at the table, enacted into laws, and the — directen to 255 
the ſame, vix. 


An ACT for raising, by way of httery, the 5 of eight hundred pounds, 


for redeeming the houſe of public worſhip belonging to the Hebrew Cong gation 


of Philadelphia from the mortgage and incumbrance thereon. 8 
An ACT Pes to the Sales of lands therun ee 2 


e 


Reſolved, That the petitioners in favour of a diviſion of the county of 


a 
- * 
— 
— 2 . 
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On motion * Mr. Rawle, ſeconded 'by Mr. Clingan, 


Reſolved, That the ſum of ten pounds be allowed to James Martin, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and Jaſepb Fry, e of the Houſe, en 
for their ſervices during: the receſs. | 

"On motion, 

Reſolved, That Jacob Shallus be allowed twenty ſhillings per diem for his 
ſervices, in aſſiſting the Clerk of the Houſe in the diſcharge of the duties of 
his appointment. 

On motion of Mr. D. e EI Me: Raule, | 

Ordered, That the Clerk cauſe to be printed, and tranſmitted to the ſeveral 


county Commiſſioners, 100 copies of the act, entituled *© An AF relating 


«© tg the ſales of lands therein mentioned. 


The committee appointed to affix the ſeal to the laws per, that they 
had affixed. the.ſeal to the following laws, VIS, 


I. 4 SUPPLEMENT ro the af, entituled 00 "An Act to provide for the 


ee ſalaries of the Officers of the Land-Office,” enacted the —_ day of De- 
cember, one thouſand ſe ven hundred and eighty-nine, 


II. An ACT. for founding and — a ted Sebool in the town and 
county of Huntingdon. 


III. An ACT to regulate. the exportation of Pot-Aſb and Pearl-Afþ. 


IV. An ACT 10 repeal part of the additional Supplement to the acts for the 


regulation of” the militia of this common wealth. 
V. An A C 8 5 fo arvide the county of F ayette into 22 difridt. 
VI. An ACT to compenſate William Lyon, Eſauire. 
VII. An ACT to reimburſe Gabriel Coxe, George Valendigham and An- 


drew Sweringen, for . monies advanced whe them in the defence of the frontiers f 


Waſhington county. 


VIII. 4a ACT Ac the 2 8 the accounts of fundey Deputy 
Surveyors of the depreciation lands. 


IX. An ACT relating to the ſecurities 4% be given by Sheriff and Coroners. 


X. An ACT 70 fu ſpend, for a limited time, fo much of the aft of Aſſembly 
to regulate the fiſhery in the rivers Codorus and Conewago, in York county, as 
relates to the erecting of platforms to the dams therein mentioned. 


XI. An ACT for ſettling the accounts of James Rowan, late Collector of 
taxes in the county of Philadelphia, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 


XII. An ACT to alter the place of holding elections in the _m— aifrrict of 


Waſhington county, 


XIII. An ACT declaring 2 aſſent of this 5 tate lo certain amendments to 
the conſtitution of the United States. 


XIV. An ACT 70 provide for the more effectual relief of the ities and 
children of the officers and privates of the militia, who have toft their lives in 
tbe ſervice 155 their country. | 


XV. An | 
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Xv. An Additional SUPPLEM ENT to 8 gel. «ts Us Afembyy = 
F -ſhefing public auctions and auttioneers. 55 


XVI. An AC T 70 authori ife and A the Supreme . Council to 
, appoint commiſſioners to audit and ſeitle the accounts between Bedford and 


; Huntin gd on counties, and for otber purpoſes therein mentioned. 


XVII. An ACT 75 provide for the ſafety of the: records of 'the uu coun- 
ties in this commonwealth, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 


XVIII. A F urther 8 U P P L E M E N T 0 the act of Aﬀembly, 1 
.« An Act for the relief of inſolvent debtors within the province of . Penn- 


% ſybvania.” 
XIX. An ACT for pea n M Cartney, und ot bers therein 


e for ſupplies by them furniſbed the civil gſicers of Northumberland 
county in the year one thouſand even hundred and ſeventy-five. 


| NR. A SUPPLEMENT fo tbe act, entituled An Act for erect- 
ing the ſouth-weſt part of the county of Cumberland into a new county.“ 


XXI. An A 9 T for the relief of John Lytle, John Webb and William 
Murray. 
XXII. An AC : ks 27 Reading Howell, an Aer ol ber Ne. 
therein mentioned. = 


XXIII. An ACT for further 1 the time haute 45 abe act, entituled 

% An Act for facilitating the redemption of the bills of credit emitted in the 
-< year one thoufand ſeven hundred and eighty- one, and for redeeming part 
e of the funded debt of this ſtate, for extending the time for patenting 
* lands which were located before the declaration of independency, and for 
giving a right of pre- emption to actual ſettlers for e Warrants for 


258 2 lands by them occupied.“ 


xxIV. 4 ACT to. author; iſe the ſale of the. hired in the borough if 
"Lancaſter, and the lot or lots on which wy are n. and for other purpoſes 


. therein mentioned. 


XXV. An ACT to raluce the tax a0 writs iſſued out of the Crioncy Court 
Common Pleas of Philadelphia county, during the time therdin limited. 


XXVI. An ACT to repeal an aff, entituled «© An Act for aſcertaining 
% and confirming to certain perſons, called Conne#icut'Claimants, the lands 
Aby them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other * 


c therein mentioned. 5 


- XXVII. An A C T or IVE uv additional Truſtees for tbe county of 
'Huntin gdon. 


XXVIII. An AC T to incortorate the Carpenters Company of Philadelphis 
XXIX. An ACT to make provifion for repairs at Mud-Ifland. 


XXX. A further SUPPLE MENT. to the. a, entitled 46 An Act to in- 
corporate the city of e 


5 XXXI. At 


1 


XXXI. An ACT for altering a certain clauſe in the charter of the corpo- 
ration for the relief of the widows and children of Clergymen of the Proteſtant 
Epiſcopal Church in the United States of America. 


XXXII. An ACT to reform the penal laws of this fate. 


XXXIII. An ACT to enforce the due collection of the revenues of the fate, 


and Ver other purpoſes therein mentioned. 
XXXIV. A. AC T 1 Suſpend, for a limited time, the operation 7 an act, 


entituled An Act for the inſpection of ſhingles, and for other N 


«<6 therein mentioned.“ 


XXXV. An AC T for appointing an 2 Truſtee for the county of 


Mifflin. 


XXXVI. A SU PPLEM ENT 70 the ſeveral Aﬀs of Afſembly of this 
fate relative to the inſpection of ſtaves, heading und lumber. 


XXXVII. 4 SUPPLEMENT 70 an att, entituled An A to eſtabliſh 
« a board of appeal within the ſeveral counties of this ſtate, and to grant 
bs exonerations in caſes of militia fines,” | | 


XXXVIII An ACT in Favour” of Robert Thorn. 


XXXIX. An ACT for the | Payment. g of the claim of Turnbull, Marmie 
and Company. 


XL. An ACT relating to | th Aale of lands therein mentioned. 


XLI. An ACT for raifing, by way of lottery, the ſum of eight hundred 
pounds, for redeeming the houſe of public worſhip belonging to the Hebrew 
congregation of the city of Philadelphia from the W and incumbrance 
thereon. 


Which laws were, as uſual, depoſited 1 in the Rolls-Office. 
Adjourned until the F ourth Tueſday in Auguft next, at three o clock, P. M. 


PETE R Z. LLOYD, Clerk 
of the General Aſſembly. 
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APPENDIX. 


The - following papers not having been handed in in 


lime to be inſerted in their proper places, are here 


annexed. 


3 . — —— 


REASONS for the Vote given by the Subſcribers on the Queſtion of the 26th 
N 3 Day of March, 1790. 


N PROTEST having been entered againſt the reſolutions adopted 
on the 26th ultimo, relative to the arreſt of Conrad Ibrie, jun. Eſq; 
we deem it neceſſary to give to our conſtituents the reaſons for our votes. 


We conceive that we are in this reſpect, as well as in all others, but the 
ſervants of the people, whole intereſts we are bound to maintain, and whole 
dignity and ſovereignty we are entruſted to repreſent, and that the exemption 
from arreſts during ſeflion, and in going to and returning from the ſame, 
except for treaſon, felony, or breach of the peace, is calculated for their 
benefit, not for that of their Repreſentatives. 


If the members of the Legiſlature, collected for the ſolemn and import- 
ant purpoſes of their delegation, are liable to be arreſted for other cauſes 
than thoſe which have been ſtated, the neceſſary conſequence is, that the 
public buſineſs may be obſtructed and the public intereſt ſuffer, while that 
time which ought to be excluſively applied to the performance of our duties 


may be ſpent in oppoſing groundleſs accuſations, through all the forms and 


procraſtinations of the law. 


The immunity from arreſt does not extend to treaſon, felony, or breach 


of the peace; becauſe, where the commiſſion of a crime is open and ma- 
nifeſt, it becomes evident that the member offending is unworthy of the 


public truſt, and that to protect him from proſecution would be a greater 
injury than benefit to the community: But an arreſt for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining ſureties of the peace is founded upon very different principles. 
Surety of the peace may be required at the diſcretion of the Magiſtrate, 
and as there are not and cannot be any rules to regulate that diſcretion, if 
the Magiſtrate, on a complaint made, thinks fit to compel any perſon what- 
ever to give ſuch ſurety, although in fact no juſt occaſion for it may exiſt, 
he is not afterwards liable to impeachment or puniſhment. Thus a dan- 
gerous latitude is veſted, which might eaſily be exerciſed for party purpoſes 
over the members of the Legiſlature, by reſtraining them from the 5 


formance of their duties, and perhaps committing them to gaol on the _ 


of ſome important queſtion, the decifion of which it was wiſhed to pre- 
vent. | | 


A 


Yet if the privilege in this inſtance had been relinquiſhed by our prede- 
ceſſors, we ſhould have thought ourſelves no leſs bound by it than we con- 
ceive ourſelves bound to maintain all thoſe privileges, tending to promote 
the benefit of the people, which are veſted in us by the Conſtitution under 
which we act. We derive our information and authority upon this point 
from the ninth ſection of the Frame of Government, which, after enume- 
rating certain powers and privileges veſted in the Legiſlature, proceeds to 
declare, that the General Aſſembly “ ſhall have all other powers neceſſary 


„for the Legiſlature of a free ſtate or commonwealth.” Thus the queſtion * 


is reduced to a plain ifſue, and it only remains to determine whether the 
wer of protecting its members from arreſts, in all other than the caſes 
already ſtated, is or is not neceſſary for the Legiſlature of a free common- 


wealth. ME 


Upon principles it has already been ſhewn, and, if we colle& the deter- 
minations of others upon the ſubject, we ſhall find our opinions confirmed 
by an authority of the moſt reſpectable nature. In the Conſtitution of the 
United States, the exceptions of treaſon, felony and breach of the peace are 
alone enumerated. We may add, without impropriety, that the alterations 
and amendments to the Conſtitution of this ſtate, propoſed by ſome of the 
moſt enlightened men we poſſeſs, enumerates only the ſame exceptions, in 
the ſame terms. | 


Pod 


It has however been contended, that the privileges of the Britiſb Houſe 
of Commons are over-ruled by the common law, which we have adopted, 
in all caſes where ſurety of the peace is required. A ſhort examination 

will detect the fallacy of this poſition. | 


It ſhould be obſerved in the firſt place, that the members of the Houſe 
of Commons repreſent but a third part of the nation, the King and the 
Houſe of Lords conſtituting diſtinct and unrepreſented branches; while 
the General Aſſembly of this commonwealth is a repreſentation of the whole 
people; and therefore the analogy is not ſo ſtrong as to induce us to be re- 
gulated by precedents derived from that body. But without reſting upon 
this argument we ſhall further remark, that the privileges of the. Houſe of 
Commons were coeval with its inſtitution; they are neceſſary for its ſafety, 
and they ought to have continued with its exiſtence. But motives, de- 


rived from the occaſional politics of that country, have prevailed with the 


members of that Houſe to relinquiſh, in ſucceſſion, almoſt all of thoſe 
privileges which the ſafety of their conſtituents required, though it could 
not compel them to retain. In 1626 both Houſes of Parliament, by reſolu- 
tions entered on their journals, declared the caſes to which perſonal privilege 
ſhould not extend, and upon different occaſions ſince they have reſigned the 
_ greateſt part of thoſe privileges, which unqueſtionably adhere to the Le- 
giſlature of this ſtate at this hour. We need only to inſtance the ſervice of 
civil proceſs, to which in England every member of the Legiſlature is at 
all times liable, and which cannot be ſerved upon the Repreſentatives of the 
expiration of the ſeſſion, But it is remarkable, that the refuſal to give 

. 85 ſecurity 


people of Pennsylvania, without the conſent of the member, until after the 
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ſecurity of the peace is ſtill, in England, the only point which ſupports the 
authority to arreſt or commit, and no caſe has been produced of a warrant 
iſſued againſt a perſon having privilege of Parliament, previous to a demand 


of ſecurity. _ RF 


The firſt writer upon the common law who refers to the ſubje& is Chief 
Juſtice Coke, who, in his fourth volume of In/?ztutes, obſerves, that « in 
cc informations for the King, privilege of Parliament does not hold in trea- 
„ ſon, felony and the peace.” To ſay nothing of the inference to be drawn 

from the words informations for the King,” to which he appears to confine 
it, nor of the apparent ambiguity of expreſſion, which may be conſtrued to 
ſignify either breach of the peace, or ſurety of the peace, we ſhall only 
obſerve, that, from the time when the book was publiſhed, it is evident that, 
if the ſenſe contended for ought to be affixed to the terms he has uſed, his 
authority muſt be the reſolutions already mentioned, for the ſame author 
affirms in his reports, that the privilege, order or cuſtom of Parliament 
% belongs to the determination and deciſion only of the Court of Parlia- 


* ment” 


The decifions which have fince taken place in England, particularly the 
caſes of the ſeven Biſhops, in the time of James II. and of Mr. Vilées, in 
the reign of their preſent Monarch, inſtead of refuting, confirm the poſitions 
we have laid down. In the latter caſe it is eſtabliſhed, that privilege of Par- 
liament does not extend to thoſe breaches of the peace, in which ſurety of 
the peace may be required; ſo that, inſtead of excluding the privilege in all 
breaches of the peace, it is excluded only in ſome of them. And to this 
caſe of Wilkes we may particularly refer, to evince the impropriety of draw- 
ing precedents from a country, where the privileges veſted in the repreſenta- 
tives of the people, for the benefit and ſafety of their conſtituents, are ſo rea- 
dily ſacrificed, to gratify the wiſhes of a Miniſter, or to promote the purpoſes 


of the prevailing party. 


We have been the more full in ſtating the law upon this head, not. only 
| becauſe, when accurately examined, it refutes ſo much of the proteſt as is 
founded upon it, but alſo becauſe the diſſeritients appear to lay fo much ſtreſs 


upon the practice of the Britiſb Parliaments. 


% 
% 
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But we have diſclaimed, and we continue to diſclaim any other authority 
for our conduct, than the rights of a free people repreſented in a free Legiſ- 
Jature; rights, which we have received in truſt, —which we are bound to 
maintain, by the moſt ſolemn obligations humanity is capable of deviſing, 
and which we are therefore unauthoriſed to relinquiſh. . 


The exception that has been made in the third reſolution is a neceſſary 
part of the principles we profeſs. When the Legiſlature is adjourned, it is 
obvious that the privilege, as to all matters of a criminal nature, ſhould ceaſe. 
The public welfare requires it; and as no privileges can exiſt, which ſhall be 
found incompatible with the public welfare, it is evident that members of 
the Legiſlature from that time become liable to all thoſe proceedings (exclu- 
five of civil ſuits, till a reaſonable time for returning home has expired) to 
which private men are ſubjected. In this reſolve, therefore, we have only 
declared the rule, not eſtabliſhed it. 


Of 


1 


of the concluding inſinuation contained in the proteſt, that, at the time 
when theſe reſolutions were adopted, the right of enquiring into, and 
«© complaining of, and petitioning and remonſtrating againſt the proceedings 
« of this Houſe, by the people out of the Houſe, was brought into que- 
« ſtion,” we can only ſay, that if ſuch a queſtion ever has been agitated in 
this Houſe, it muſt have been by or amongſt the diſſentients. We know no- 


thing of it. 


Lawrence Sickle, - Thomas Lilley, 
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William Rawle, acob Schmyſer, 
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Richard Thomas, David Stewart, 
John Carſon, James Bryan, 
Richard Downing, jun. Jobn Stewart, 
Henry Dering, Benjamin Markley, 
Jobn Chapman, Richard Riley, 
 Fonathan Roberts, Thomas Paul, 
Gerardus Wynkoop, Jobn I bite. 


Jobn Miller, 


REASONS of DISSENT againſt the Reſolution of March 3oth, rygo, 
| For reprimanding Joan NicuorsoNn, Eſquire. Kh 


-+ſt. DECAUSE we are convinced that Mr. Nicholſon has done nothing, 
B but what by the expreſs terms of our conſtitution (which we have 
all ſolemnly ſworn to-obſerve) every citizen of this commonwealth is war- 
ranted to do. Conceiving himſelf aggrieved and injured by the miſrepre- 
ſentations of a member of this Houſe, he has written a letter to the Speaker, 
complaining of ſuch miſrepreſentations as are injurious to him, and has put 
his letter into print. For by the fixteenth ſection of the bill of rights, the 
people of this commonwealth have a right“ to apply to the Legiſlature for 
re redreſs of grievances, by addreſs, petition or remonſtrance. By the 
fourteenth and fifteenth ſections of the frame of government it is required 
that © the proceedings of the Legiſlature be public, and that they be ſubject 
4 to the conſideration of the people; and by the thirty-fifth ſection, the 
«© printing preſſes ſhall be free to every perſon, who undertakes to examine 
the proceedings of any part of government.” | 3 


+ 2d. Becauſe we think that the right of complaint by thoſe who conceive 
themſelves injured is one of thoſe principles which ought to ſubſiſt in every 
form of government, and that no public body ſhould be ſo ſacred as to pre- 
clude the complaints of thoſe who believe themſelves aggrieved by that 
body, or any member of it. If the complaints are well-founded, they 
_ ought to be redreſſed, if important, they ought to be examined, and if tri- 
. vial, or even unfounded, in our opinion it is moſt conſiſtent with real digni- 
ty to paſs them by with neglect. In the preſent caſe, as the complaint was 

of an important nature to the government, as well as to the individual com- 

1 3 2 plaining, 
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laining, we think that it was the duty of the Houſe to have calmlyand | 
diſpaſſionately examined into the truth of it, inſtead of adopting haſty re- 


ſolutions, which could have no good tendency, but is calculated to ſtifle 
enquiry, to promote heats, and revive that ſpirit of party and diſcord which 
we hoped had ſubſided in the breaſts of all good men, and to abridge the juſt 


rights of the citizen. 


3d. Becauſe we are fully convinced that the complaint was well founded, 
and therefore that he has been moſt injuriouſly treated by the proceedings of 
the Houſe, | | To. 


4th. For that the claim of privilege in the preſent caſe was, in our 
opinion, not only uſeleſs, but miſchievous, as the pretence of protecting a 
member of the Houſe, whoſe attendance was not interrupted, and whoſe 
. perſon or property was neither injured nor threatened, appears to us to be 
frivolous and unfounded ; and we cannot ſee the neceſſity or advantage of 
protecting the whole, or any part of the legiſlature, from an inveſtigation 
into the truth of what is aſſerted or declared, either openly and publicly, or 
in private communications among the members. Our conſtitution intended 
that the Houſe ſhould derive all poſſible light and information, as well from 
without the walls, as within, and we are acting in diametrical oppoſition to 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution, when we attempt to bar up the paſſage againſt 
information from without. 


5th. Becauſe it appears to us both unjuſt and impolitic ; unjuſt, becauſe it 


is making the law to follow the crime, and conſequently a retroſpective law; 
impolitic at this enlightened period, when ſome. of the governments in Eu- 
rope have relinquiſhed or ceaſed to exerciſe their high pretenſions and deſpo- 
tic claims to priyilege, and others are daily relinquiſhing them, for the Re- 
preſentatives of the freemen of Pennſylvania to ſet up ſuch a claim, and ex- 
erciſe it in ſuch a manner as is not warranted by our conſtitution, and has 
ſcarcely a parallel in the moſt arbitrary government. 
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DS 8 E NTT E N T from the Vote adopting the Report of the Com- 


mittee in favour of repealing the Att, entituled An Act for aſcertain- 


„ ing and confirming to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claimants, the 
„ lands by them claimed within the county of Luzerne, and for other 


; * % 5 5 
« purpoſes therein mentioned.“ 


1ſt. ECAUSE we conſider the act, which the reſolution adopted by 
| the Houſe propoſes to repeal, to be either in the nature of- an ab- 
ſolute, or a conditional grant to the Connecticut Settlers. If the latter, it 
has not yet been proved to our ſatisfaction that the inſurrection at VMyoming, 
which occaſioned the commiſſioners to fly, proceeded from a general deter- 
mination to reſiſt the authority and reje& the bounties of this ſtate, or from 
the turbulent diſpoſitions of ſome of the adherents of John Franklin, who 
were incenſed at his ſudden and ſecret arreſtz few of whom could derive any 
benefit from the law which the commiſſioners were then carrying into ex- 
ecution ; and, conſequently, it has not appeared, with that clearneſs which 
the importance of the ſubject requires, that there has been any breach of the 
implied condition of the law, viz. that the Connecticut Settlers would ſub- 
mit to the authority of the ſtate. 


2d. Becauſe, if the grant is abſolute, it is obligatory upon the ſtate, and 
can only be revoked upon the terms mentioned hereafter. 


We conceive that a law veſting an intereſt conveys the moſt ſolemn and 
authentic title that can be annexed to property, after which the ſtate has hot 
the ſame power over the law, which it moſt unqueſtionably poſſeſſes over its 
own acts of another nature. But in no inſtance can the power of repealing 
laws affect their obligation while in force, and, conſequently, if the effect of 
the law while in force is permanent and perpetual upon the ſubje& to which 
it relates, a repeal, although it may deſtroy the law, cannot diminiſh the 
effect it has already produced. = 


5 zd. Becauſe, : although it 16 univerſally conceded that private property may 


at any time be taken for public uſes, yet it can only be ſo taken upon condi- 
tion of making full and adequate compenſation to the private proprietor ; and 
hence it may follow that the ſtate, from whatever motives, having conveyed 
the title to the lands in diſpute, under certain terms and modifications, to 
the Connecticut Settlers, will, at a future day, be liable to make a more ex- 
penſive compenſation to thoſe ſettlers, than the whole amount of the de- 
mands of the Penn/y/vania Claimants. CS 


4th. Becauſe it is introducing a moſt dangerous principle to repeal a law 


of any kind, from an impreſſion, however ſtrong, that the Legiſlature was 
deceived at the time of paſſing the law. A law contrary to the conſtitution 
may and ought to be repealed ; for in that inſtance there is a certain guide, 
which, although it may be diſobeyed, cannot be miſunderſtood : But to 
| paſs our own judgment, in a legiſlative manner, upon the ſufficiency of the 
| motives which induced a former Aſſembly to enact a law of the nature of 
that which it is now propoſed to. repeal, and to collect thoſe motives from 
other ſources than the law itſelf, appears to us to endanger the authority 
even of our own proceedings, by rendering them liable at a future day to be 


ſubyerted 
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ſubverted in the ſame manner, with perhaps ſtill leſs evidence than we have 
had to proceed upon. And it will directly tend to deſtroy the order, ſafety 
and happineſs derived from civil ſociety; for, as the obligation of the laws is 
rendered leſs ſolemn and concluſive, the Legiſlature will naturally become 
leſs impreſſed with their importance, and the people will gradually learn to 


diſregard their authority. \ 
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DISSENTIE NT. from the Vote for enacring the Law, entituled * An 


Al to repeal an act, entituled . An Act for aſcertaining and confirming 


4 to certain perſons, called Connecticut Claimants, the lands by them claim- 
« ed within the county of Luzerne, and for other purpoſes therein men- 
„ tioned.” | 


oft, B CAUSE the paſſing of the bill into a law in the ſame ſeffion in 


which it originated, and within eight days after it was firſt read 
in the Houſe, is, beyond all example heretofore furniſhed by the rage or folly 
of party, a flagrant violation of the conſtitution, which declares, that, * to 
the end that laws before they are enacted may be more maturely conſidered, 
and the inconvenience of haſty determinations as much as poſſible pre- 
% yented, all bills of a public nature ſhall be printed for the conſideration 
«© of the people, before they are read in General Aſſembly the laſt time for 
« debate, and, except on occaſion of ſudden neceſſity, ſhall not be paſſed 
« into laws until the next ſeſſion of Aſſembly.” 1 


That this bill was of a public nature, ail, who have underſtanding to 
comprehend, and candor to acknowledge, the obvious meaning of words, 
muſt confeſs; inaſmuch. as the compenſation to be made to the Penn/yl- 
vania Claimants related to the whole ſtate, and affected all its members; 
and no one will have the effrontery to ſay, that any . occaſion of ſudden 
* neceflity” had occurred, for diſpenſing with the expreſs proviſion of the 
Conſtitution. This wanton precipitation in paſſing the bill is inconſiſtent 
with its preamble, in which one motive aſſigned for the repeal of the con- 
firming law is, that it was paſſed haſtily and without due conſideration had; 


and another contradiction, equally glaring, is, that, after ſtating that the ſaid 


act diveſted many citizens of this ſtate of their lands without their conſent, 
and without making them any juſt compenſation, it aſſigns as a reaſon for the 
repeal, that the carrying ſaid act into effect would impoſe a grievous burthen 
on. the good citizens of this ſtate, to make compenſation to thoſe who would 
thereby be diveſted of their property. | | 


The Conſtitution further declares, that „for the more perfect ſatisfaction 


of the public, the reaſons and motives for making laws ſhall be fully and 


4 clearly expreſſed in the preambles.” Whatever might be the reaſons and 


motives for paſling the bill, the facts aſſumed in the preamble, but which 
| were 
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were neither proved nor admitted, ſeem to have been intended to give colour 


to a proceeding which ſtood in need of it, if not to bring reproach on a for- 
mer Houſe, equally reſpectable, at leaſt, as the preſent one for wiſdom and 
virtue. | | | 


2dly. Becauſe the Houſe had no proper evidence in ſupport of the allega- 
tions contained in the preamble, and refuſed to enquire, either in the Houſe, 
or in a committee of the whole Houſe, whether they were true or not. In a 
meaſure highly intereſting to the honor, dignity and juſtice of the ſtate; in a 
meaſure conſigning to miſery and ruin many hundred families, who haditruſt= 
ed to its good faith; and calculated to bring ſevere and unmerited reproach 
on a former Aſſembly, a decent regard for the opinions of men ſhould have 


induced the Houſe to have heard the evidence which was called for, ſo as to 
give ſome ſemblance of juſtice to their proceedings. This was nevertheleſs 


refuſed, and an example ſet, for preferring rumour to facts, aſſertion to proof, 


and conjecture to full and compleat information. A ſolemn vote precluded 
proper enquiry, and then the Houſe, aſſuming facts, aſſigned them as grounds 
for repealing a law founded in wiſdom, juſtice and ſound policy. If this 


proceeding is not a mockery of juſtice, and ſatire on the Houſe, it muſt be 


admitted to be of the moſt dangerous example. 


: 3dly. Roca the confirming act was founded in wiſdom and. found policy, 


and the allegations in the preamble to the bill for repealing it, that it“ was 
« unconſtitutional, and of the moſt dangerous conſequence, 


3», 


« reaſons ſet forth in the preamble of the faid act do not appear ſufficient to 


« warrant any legiſlative interference,” are without foundation. 


The fa * popub, or ſafety of the people, is the ſupreme law of the land, 


to which all inferior rights and regulations muſt yield. They originate from 
and are auxiliary to ſociety, and may, on reaſonable compenſation made, be 
lawfully reſumed, whenever the great ends thereof require it, for the accom- 
pliſhment of ſome great good, or to avert an impending evil. Theſe important 

_ truths reſult from the very nature of ſociety and the firſt principles of go- 
vernment. They are ſanctioned by the opinions of individuals, and the prac- 


tice of nations. They are confirmed in abundant inſtances by our municipal 
laws, and recognized by our bill of rights. The Legiſlature who enacted 


that law were neither ſo weak nor ſo wicked, as men, leſs informed and not 


more virtuous, have ſuppoſed them to have been. The ſtate of the Com- 


monwealth called for the ſyſtem which they adopted; and had a policy 


equally juſt and wiſe been fince purſued, the faith of Penn/pfvania would not 


have been broken, or her honor tainted by her own ſons. 


If the Houſe had deigned to enquire for themſelves of witneſſes at the bar, 


or in committee of the whole, inſtead of truſting to others, the truth might 
have appeared on our journals, and a curious ſpectacle would have been ex- 
hibited by contraſting it with the preamble of the bill. But the hurry with 
which they charged a former Houſe with proceeding © haſtily, and without 
due conſideration had, not admitting of the neceſſary enquiries, has expoſed 


them to that cenſure which has been wrongfully imputed to others. The 


conduct of the Legiſlature in November 1787, when the ſame buſineſs came 
before them, was very different. Inſtead of liſtening to idle rumours, they 


called witneſſes to their bar, and examined for themſelves. They had writ- 
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ten documents laid before them, and became well acquainted with all the 
facts which led to the quieting act, as well as with its effects. The charter 
boundaries of Peunſylvania and Connecticut were ſuppoſed to claſh, and had 
been long conteſted before and ſince the revolution. Each aſſerted her claims 
to the country at and about Wyoming, and manifeſted a reſolution to main- 
tain them at every hazard. The Connedbicut Claimants ſettled themſelves on 
the lands, under grants from the Su/guehanna Company, and the patronage of 
Connecticur. They maintained and cultivated their lands till the decree at 
Trenton in 1782. That decree ſettled the rights of ſoil and territory, as be- 
tween the contending ſtates, in favour of Pennſylvania; but it neither did, 
nor poſſibly could, affect the private rights of individuals. The Judges who 
pronounced that decree, nevertheleſs, became well acquainted with the na- 


ture of the ſettlements, and the equity Kanda. Yay ar them. Under the 
impreſſions made thereby, they wrote a letter to the Executive Authority of 
Pennſylvania, which is perhaps loſt, but the following account of it has 
been given by one of the ſame Judges in a ſubſequent letter. 


„ We had very firong reaſons for writing the letter to the Preſident of 
% Pennſylvania. We were fully accquainted with the peculiar circum- 
„ ſtances of the New- England ſettlers. We knew that many of them had 
«© honeſtly paid for their poſſeſſions; that they verily believed the title un- 
e der which they claimed to be perfectly good; that they had cleared, 
0 built upon, and improved the land; that in doing this they had encoun- 
« tered many dangers, and ſuffered innumerable hardſhips; and, beyond 
s all theſe things, and what cannot be eſtimated, many of their neareſt 
connections had fpilt their blood in defence of their poſſeſfions. 


% Thus circumfſtanced, it was manifeſt that they had become enthuſiaſts | 
4 for the land; that the reaſoning of legiſlators and ſtateſmen would have 
e but little weight with them; that if the ſtate ſhould attempt to diſpoſſeſs 
e them, they would become deſperate, and a civil war would be the con- 
<< ſequence. On the contrary, if the ſtate ſhould quiet them in their poſ- 
<< ſeſſions, they would become peaceable good citizens; and that the ſtate 
«© could compenſate thoſe who held the Pennflvana title, by giving them 
% an equivalent in lands or money, at a leſs expence than that of diſpoſ- 
<< ſeffing the New-Exgl/and ſettlers. That therefore the intereſt, the huma- 
e nity, and the policy of the ſtate, would lead them to adopt the mea- 
„ ſures that we recommended. The letter bore no official authority. We 
< ſubſcribed it as private citizens. Nevertheleſs, we did conceive that it 
% would have ſome weight, as it muſt be apparent that our means of in- 
« formation had been better than thoſe of any other perſons, who were 
% difintereſted.” + OTH 


A different policy from that which had been ſo warmly recommended was 
adopted by Pennſylvania. She levied troops, and marched them into the hap- 
leſs country to diſpoſſeſs the ſettlers, without any trial of their rights. The 
horrors of war were renewed, and, from the ſuppoſed inclemency of our mea- 
lures, or ſome other cauſe, a dangerous confederacy was forming againſt vs. 
'The Connecticut Claimants were a bold and a hardy race of men, enured to 
toils, and trained to arms. Their enrolled militia, between the ages of eigh- 
teen and fifty-three years, amounted to fix hundred and eighty- five, excluſive 


of thoſe of ſome townſhips, whoſe returns had not come to hand. * 


feelings of humanity in favour of devoted victims, led to theſe confederacies, 


T 


the ſe, it appeared that there were many able-bodied men among them, not be- 


tween thoſe ages, but who were capable of being brought into action to great 
advantage, as occaſion might call for it. Many fruitleſs efforts had been made 
by Pennsylvania, at the expence of ſome blood and much treaſure, to ſubdũe 
the country, and eſtabliſh her authority within it; but experience had evinced 


that the inhabitants, when aſſailed by a ſuperior force, only retreated to the 


faſtneſſes of a rugged country till that force was removed. Thus fituated, 


they had for many years either kept Penn/y/vania at bay, or made momentary 


retreats, as circumſtances dictated. At the time of paſſing the act, the af- 
fairs of that country had aſſumed a very different and ſtil} more menacing a- 


pect. 0 4 


The number of ſettlers was increaling, The Suſquehanna Company, under 
whom they held, were compoſed of influential characters in the ſtates of Con- 


necticut and New-York. The efforts of Pennsylvania, after the decree at Tren- 
ton, to diſpoſſeſs the ſettlers by an armed force, united that company in the 


reſolution to ſupport them. They offered a bounty of two hundred acres of 
land to every able-bodied man who would ſettle among them. Many had al- 


ready accepted of theſe terms of enliſtment, and marched ta the land of con- 


flict. The ſettlers were emigrants from Connectiaut, where their friends, eon- 
nections and adherents remained. The legiſlature of Connecticut, their pa- 
rent ſtate, which had by her public acts countenanced the forming of that 


ſettlement, were, to uſe the words of ſome of the witneſſes, in a flame, the 


moment they heard of the conduct of Pennſylvania, which they branded with 
the epithets of . cruel and unjuſt,” and with much difficulty the cooler mem- 
bers abated their reſentment. 5 ; 


But danger did not threaten from theſe quarters only, and Pennfylvanie 
had perhaps ſtill more to apprehend from another. It was made appear at 
the bar of the Houſe, and, if enquiry had not been precluded, it might have 
appeared again, that, ſhortly before the paſſing, of the act, Col. Ethan Allen, 
one of the principal founders of Vermont, had been at Wyoming, and joined 
in the plan of erecting a new ſtate, and that he and his followers were to be 
rewarded by a ſhare of the lands for their ſervices; that he had returned 


home, as was probable from circumſtances, with the view of collecting his 


ſtrength, to carry the plan into execution. It would not have become Penn- 
Hlvania at any time, much leſs in her then feeble and diſtracted ſtate, to 
behold ſuch a dangerous combination with indifference, or to be inattentive 


to the breaking of it, 


Nor was this alls for it appeared, from very reſpectable evidence given at 


the bar, that a gentleman of high rank in the late army had at the ſame time 


reſolved on marching, with a large train of his followers, to Wyoming, 
and, after ſettling there, to ſhare one common fate with thoſe, who had, 
alone, baffled Pennſylvania in all her attempts to expel them. And it is 


equally certain, that as the inſurrection in Maſſachuſetts had juſt been quell- 


ed, there was too much reaſon to fear that the ringleaders and their followers 
might take the ſame courſe. What was it but this, that induced Penn/ylva- 


nia to offer additional rewards for apprehending them? Whether a miſtaken 


policy on the part of Pennſylvania, unmerited prejudice againſt her, or the 
is 
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is not now material, ſince they did exiſt, and her faith was plighted by ſo- 
lemn compact in order to break them. 9 


Thus ſituated, did ſound policy call for girding on the ſword againſt nu- 


merous bands of gathering foes, or for the adoption of thoſe lenient, but 
honorable, meaſures, which had been ſo warmly recommended by diſinte- 
reſted and well-informed judges? Pennſylvania remembered that the Con- 
neficut Claimants had alone, and unſupported, for many years baffled all her 
exertions to eſtabliſh her authority among them. She had ſeen them in- 
creaſing in numbers and proweſs, amid all their difficulties. She ſaw dan- 
gerous combinations formed and forming againſt her. She ſaw herſelf but 
Juſt emerged from a long, a burthenſome, and a bloody war. She ſaw her 
treaſures exhauſted, and her citizens overburthened with taxes. She ſaw a 
general reluctance, and ſometimes a refuſal in her militia, to riſk their lives 


in what was conſidered by ſome as the quarrel of individuals about their ſpe- 
cCulations in lands. By party broils, ſhe was enervated at home, and, from 
the prejudice which had been excited by her preferring arms to the lenient, | 


but dignified, meaſures, which had been recommended after the decree at 
Trenton, ſhe had but little to hope, and much to fear from abroad. Political 
exigencies determined her choice, and called for immediate action. A ſmall 
delay might have plunged her into a long and expenſive war, or obliged her 
to retreat with the loſs of reputation. For theſe reaſons, the act appears to 
have been founded in wiſdom, juſtice and ſound policy, and if the epithets 
now beſtowed on it apply at all, it muſt be to the bill for its repeal. 


4thly. Becauſe the act hath, fo far as depended on the Connecticut Clain- 


ante, had the effects propoſed, and the allegations to the contrary, in the 


preamble of the bill for its repeal, are unfounded. It was inconteſtably 
proved on a former occaſion, at the bar of the Houſe, that the Connecticut 
Claimants, whoſe rights had been acquired prior to the decree at Trenton, 
and who were the only perſons included in the act, were perfectly ſatisfied 
therewith; and that all of them, except ſix or eight, had ſubmitted to the 


government and laws of Pennsylvania; that all thoſe who had been diſpoſed 


to join them had abandoned their deſigns, except the half-ſhare men, who 
had come among them ſince the decree at Trenton, and who were not includ- 
ed in the act. Theſe, being too inſignificant to make any formidable oppo- 


dition, have either abandoned the ſettlement, or, encouraged by the waver- 


ing conduct of Pennſylvania, remain ready to renew their miſchiefs, if, by 
her breach of faith, others ſhall be induced to join them. 


Hence the moſt falutary effects have been derived from the law. A war, 


perhaps more expenſive than the compenſation to have been made, was avoid- 


ed; peace and tranquility were reſtored, or rather took place for the firſt 
time. The government and laws of Pennſyfvanta have been eſtabliſhed and 
had their free operation, and allies, formidable from their numbers and fitua- 
tion, abandoned their hoſtile views. | 5 3 


Thus the great objects which the Legiſlature had in view, in paſſing the 
confirming law, have really been accompliſhed. They were principally 
theſe : 1ſt. To conciliate the minds of thoſe Claimants; to induce them to 
relinquiſh their deſigns of abſolutely rejecting the juriſdiction of this ſtate, 


and, in conjunction with others who had aflociated and were e to 
** ü 5 _ aſiociate 
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aſſociate with them, of erecting a new and independent ſtate in that and the 
adjacent country. 2d. To put an end to the diſtreſſes, expence and blood- 
ſhed, which during a ſeries of years had attended this diſpute; and to pre- 
vent the ſtill more ſerious evils of a civil war, which, not only a contrary 
policy, but even a delay of that ſalutary confirmation, were likely to pro- 
duce, the meaſures which thoſe people were then purſuing having a direct 
tendency to that fatal iſſue. 3d. A further object of that law was, that, by 
having their lands confirmed to them, thoſe people might be induced, not 
only to relinquiſh the deſigns and meaſures already mentioned, but to ſub- 
mit to the government, and become uſeful as well as peaceable citizens of 
this ſtate. 4th. Another object, and it was an object of high importance, 
was, to render practicable the ſettlement of an extenſive adjacent country, 
to which the contention about the Myoming lands had for many years proved a 
fatal bar. Theſe were the great objects of the confirming law; theſe were 
the effects propoſed and expected to reſult from it; and the event has juſtified 
that expectation. The adjacent country. is in a train of ſettlement; and if 
the county of Luzerne itſelf has not greatly increaſed in population and 
ans. a it is to be attributed to the long ſuſpenſion of the confirm- 
ing” law. 4 Bone 8 5 


5thly. Becauſe the preamble contains moſt indecent and unwarrantable 
reflections on the Aſſembly, by which the confirming law was enacted. That 
Aſſembly was impreſſed with the weighty conſiderations above ſtated ;-confi- 
derations which received additional force from many. collateral circumſtances, _ 
which a retroſpect to the numerous, miſchiefs that had "flowed from the diſ- 
ute about the Myoming lands could not fail to bring to remembrance. . That 
Aſſembly muſt have recollected the many fruitleſs attempts of government to 
extend its juriſdiction over that country, and have ſeen that the obſtacles to it 
were daily increaſing. They ſaw that there was but this alternative, either to 
confirm the lands to the old Connecticut Settlers, or immediately to raiſe a mili- 
tary force, with the hope of ſubduing them. They choſe the former, and diſ- 
intereſted men, of ſound judgment, approved the choice. It is well known, 
that at the time when that law paſſed the union of theſe ſtates was but a rope 
of ſand; that the people at Myoming, amidſt many ſufferings and oppreſſions, 
received countenance from their parent ſtate, Connecticut; that they had 
numerous and intereſted connections in that ſtate; and that, under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, a war commenced againſt the Wyoming Seltlers might have 
drawn after it very ſerious conſequences. A Legiſlature paſſing the confirm- 
ing law, for ſuch reaſons and under ſuch impreffions, ought not to be charg- 
ed with doing it haſtily, and without due conſideration. It' was a meaſure 
which we have ſeen had been recommended to the ſtate by men, to whoſe: 
judgment, in this caſe, the higheſt deference was due, and whoſe diſcern- . 
ment and impartiality ought not to be impeached by this Houſe. And 
various tranſactions of the Legiſlature, at different periods, before the con- 
firming law was made, clearly manifeſt their opinion, that ſome equitable 
proviſion ought to be made for the Connecticut Claimants, who had ſettled in 
that country before the decree at Trenton, and for the widows and children 
of ſuch as had fallen (and a multitude of them had fallen) fighting againſt 
the ſavages. A law paſſed under ſuch circumſtances cannot juſtly be called un- 
conſtitutional... At the time when the confirming law was paſſed, the General 
Aſſembly had the excluſive right and authority to judge of its expediency,. 
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propriety and neceſſity; and even admitting (what we do not admit) that 
the Aſſembly had on thoſe points formed an erroneous judgment, yet, ſo 
Far as its grants.or engagements extended, they are irrevocably binding on the 
ſtate, and cannot be cancelled without the conſent of thoſe to or with whom 


they were made. 


| 6thly. Becauſe all the acts of the legiſlature which appear on their journals, 
ſince the confirming law was paſſed, manifeſt an intention ultimately to eſta- 
bliſh the claims of the Connecticut Claimants. When accidental cauſes had 
rendered it impoſſible for all of them to exhibit their claims within the time 
preſcribed by the confirming law, the power of the commiſſioners was ſuſ- 
pended by a law, made for that purpoſe; leſt, by a partial eſtabliſhment of 
claims (which could apply only to ſuch as they had an opportunity to re- 
ceive and examine) much miſchief and confuſion ſhould ariſe. But the ſuſ- 

enfion of à law is in its nature only a temporary meaſure, and in this caſe 
it was expreſly declared to be only until the legiſlature ſhould make further | 
Proviſions and regulations in the premiſes. At the ſame time a bill was in- 
troduced, adopted, and publiſhed for confideration, for the purpoſe of grant- 
ing the ſeventeen towns entire to the Connecticut Claimants; a grant that there 
is ſufficient evidence to ſhew would greatly have exceeded the claims, which 
could have been admitted under the confirming law. The next day a reſolve | 
was paſſed, to authoriſe the Supreme Executive Council to take proper mea- 

ſures for aſcertaining the quantity and valne of the lands claimed by Penn- 

Hlvania owners, to be reported at the next ſeſſion, „that the Houſe might 
. the better be enabled to decide upon the compenſation to be made them.” 
All theſe tranſactions took place long after the confirming law had been 
enacted, and they will admit of but one of two meanings :—Either that 
the Legiſlature ſtiH judged it praper and neceſſary ſubſtantially to carry the 
confirming law into execution, and meant eventually to do it; or, that the 
.cogent reaſons which induced the paſſing of it ſtill continued in ſuch force, 
that a repeal of it would then have been dangerous, and, therefore, that 
the ſuſpending law, the bill for granting the ſeventeen towns entire, and the 
reſolution preparatory to the making compenſation to the Pennſylvania Claim- 
.ants, were neceſſary, to excite in the Connecticut ſettlers an expectation of a 
final eſtabliſhment of their claims, to ſoothe and keep them quiet, to pre- 
vent any acceſſion of force, and to detach from them their new aſſociates ; 
but that, when theſe views ſhould be accompliſhed, and when it ſhould be 
found that the juriſdiction of the commonwealth was completely eſtabliſhed 
in Luzerne county, the confirming law ſhould be repealed. But if ſome, by 
their conduct in this buſineſs, are diſpoſed to impute ſuch baſe and diſho- 
norable motives to a former legiſlature, we are not. The obvious conſtruc- 
tion of thoſe public acts for bids the ſuſpicion. 


7thly. Becauſe the grants of land ſolemnly made by the confirming law 
to the Connecticut Claimants aſſure to them effective titles, and the property 
thereby veſted in them cannot be taken from them, without providing for 
them a complete compenſation. But ſuch compenſation would far exceed 
that which has been engaged to the Pennſylvania Claimants: Therefore, if 
the mere intereſt of the tate be regarded, the confirming law ought not to 
be repealed, The journals and files of the Legiſlature clearly ſhew that 
the Aſſembly, which enacted the law for confirming to the Connecticui 


Claimants the lands by them claimed in the county of Luzerne, were not 
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declare in the words of the preamble of the repealing law, that it was 


Legiſlature of criminal improvidence, and inattention to their duty. But 


itended by its ſupporters, it will nevertheleſs bring an indelible diſgrace on 
the ſtate. It will ſhew, that, not honor and juſtice, but mere mercenary 


above the law, it will pay no regard to them. 
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Ignorant of the magnitude of their grant. The petition of thoſe claimants 
explicitly ſtates, that their claims extended through ſeventeen towns, gene- 
rally of five miles ſquare, and to ſome detached lots; and the committee 
on that petition reported to the Aſſembly, that the petition was for entire 
and extenſive tracts. In addition to this, the law, by relative terms, re- 
fers to the petition, is founded upon and confined to it, and, as the claims 
are there ſtated, it is but a trifling with words to ſay, that “ the Legiſla- 
ture had not proper information of the magnitude of the grant.” 


Sthly. Becauſe, if we ſhould ſay that at the time the confirming law 
was enacted there did not exiſt ſufficient reaſons for paſſing it; if we ſhould 


<< haſtily paſſed without due conſideration;“ it would be to accuſe that 
no ſubſequent Legiſlature can be juſtified in doing this, unleſs (which is 
impoſſible) they can ſee and feel all thoſe reaſons and impreſſions under 
which the law originated. | 


gthly. Becauſe, if the repealing law could poſſibly produce the effect in- 


views, governed its conduct; that it held itſelf bound by its contracts, only 

when a fulfilment of them coincided with its intereſt; and that, though ; 
by its laws it will compel the honeſt performance of diſadvantageous con- 
tracts entered into by individual citizens, yet in its own caſe, ſetting itſelf 


rothly. Becauſe the formal repeal of the confirming law, while it pro- 


ſtrates the faith, honor and dignity of the ſtate, will not procure any equi- 


valent, if, in the nature of things, there can be any poſſible equivalent for 
the ſacrifice of thoſe great principles of ſociety and government; becauſe 
the repeal itſelf will be nugatory, for it is an infraction of the laws of na- 

tions, a violation of the conſtitution of the United States, an ex poſt facto 
law, a law violating the obligation of a ſolemn public compact, and the 
courts of the United States muft pronounce it to be of no effect. Hence 
the folly of the repeal will equal its injuſtice ; for there will not remain 
even the paltry conſideration. of interęſ to conſole the ſtate for the loſs of 


its honor, dignity and faith. It is too probable that the miſchiefs reſulting 


from the meaſure may be ſerious in their nature, and of long continuance. 
Thoſe who were appeaſed by a good policy will be irritated by a faithleſs 


one; and thoſe who formerly joined them, from motives of humanity, 
may do it again, from the additional one of our having added treachery to 


violence. Whatever may be the event, we diſſent from the vote for paſſing 
the bill into a law, and defire that our reaſons may be recorded in juſtifica- 
tion of our conduct, and for the information of our conſtituents. 


William Lewis, Samuel Aſhmead, 


John Nevil, Henry Dering. 


| Obadiah Gore, 
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